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(Thanks on bchalF of the Pastors here for your love and suPPort and kind words of
cncouragcmcnt)

Hunting season is here... bg far the best season Montana has to offer. |n my
humble opinion. And with opening weekend upon us, every hunter is full of faith
that this will be the year thcg get that wall hanging rogal bull or massive deer to
complctc the collection.

We often associate the word “faith” with rcligious Practiccs, and many who oppose
Christianitg scoff at the idea of nccding “faith? to inherit eternal life.

Thcy Proclaim that thcy need Proof: and evidence, scientific evidence to be exact.
See, taste, touch, Fccl, hear... We even use the saying, seeing is bclicving in the real
world. | will believe it when | see it.

E_vcrg moment of our life we are utilizing some sort of faith. I~ ven now, you have put
faith in the chair you are sitting in. Did you inspcct it and make sure it was safe?
Frobablg not. Pack to those who scoff at faith.

T hese same Pcoplc will put their faith in a Big Bang Thcorg or that we came from
nothing that magica"g mixed itself togcthcr and bg happcn-chancc chaos became
order, and the Pcrf:cct a]ignmcnt and reactions happcncd to form a simplc life, that
then was smart cnough to evolve.

T o me it takes more faith to believe that lie than it does to have faith in a creator.

T he truth is that Pcoplc are wf"ing to put faith angwl‘:erc but (God because we

don’t want to be accountablc {:or our actions and |i{:cstglc.



As we get started this morning, | want to remind us that when the writer was writing
this lcttcr, he did not use chaptcr and verse, that was added much later.

Chaptcr 11:1 is not a new thought or scparatcc] from the context we just finished in
chaptcr 10.

To givc the fow ] am going to start rcading in 10:38 this morning into chaptcr 1.

Hebrews 10:38-11:2

38 Now the just shall live by faith; But # anyone draws back, My soul has no
Plcasurc in him."

39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to
the saving of the soul.

1 1:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.

2For bg it the elders obtained a good testimony.

NKJV
Lct’s Fray.

Fait]w.

]n many ways a simplc concept.

Yet with unsearchable dcpth.

M3 goa] with these next sermons is to hclp us define faith and understand how we
five by faith.

Fait[‘: is not supcrstition. [tis not a {:ccling or emotion.

SuPcrstition is defined as beliefs that are not based on science or reason, but

Pcrsonal beliefs based on karma, lua‘(, or some other omen of fate.



Yet many Pcoplc use faith in Jcsus as a talisman or charm against evil. T[’xcy add it
to the many other charms or suPcrstftions or Pattcms thcy have acloPtcd to be as
good as thcg can, to check all the boxes and cover all their bases.

Just in case, ya know.

And | believe that is based on a misintcrprctation of this passage in [ebrews 11:1.
Flcasc answer out loud if you want but understand this may be a trick qucstion.
What is the definition of faith? Most would say, without hesitation verse one.

f:aith is the substance of things hopcd for, the evidence of things not seen.

]n America, most Pcoplc would say thcg are (Christian, thcg are hoping, (] think
many get stuck on this word) tlwcg getto heaven, for an casy existence in the next
fife. And thcg will say, yea | believe Jesus was the son of (God, and other
Clwristiancscjargon.

However, thcg may say with their |iPs thcy serve (God, but if you examine their life,
their actions, their reactions, their choices, their fruit... it becomes evident their faith
is not real. | mean with over 60% of Americans proclaiming Christianitg, you would

think America would be nicer.

The qucstion now is, what is verse one ta”dng about?
Remember he is continuing his thoughts from the previous verses.
g S P
T he substance and evidence of t[‘:ings not seen he sPcaks of, is found in verses 36
and 57.
chrcws 10:36-37



36 f:or you have need of cnclurancc, so that after you have done the will of Gocl,

you may receive the promise: (Substancc)

57 "For yeta little while, And He who is coming will come and will not tarry.

([ vidence not seen)

NKJIV

| isten to this verse in a different translation.
chrcws 1121
Faith assures us of tl'n'ngs we expect and convinces us of the existence of things we

cannot see.

God’s Word T ranslation

What is the promise?

Salvation from God’s wrath and to be being made holy.

[Hebrews 10:14&16

14 [or bg one oFFcring He has Pcrfcctcd forever those who are bcing sanctified.
16 " his is the covenant that | will make with them after those clags, says the | ord: |
will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds, | will write them,"

NKJV

T he evidence unseen is the returning King Jesus that is coming soon.

Hebrews 11:1 gives a dcscription and definition based on the context.
Biblical faith is neither naive optimism nor sfmply wisl'n'ng things will turn out well.
Noris it sfmply agreeing with a set of doctrines intc”cctua“g. Jt is most c]c{:inftcly not

bclicving somc:tl'n'ng contrary to evidence—that would be superstition. [ ike brcaldng



a mirror, walking under a ladder, seeing a black cat cross your Pat[w, or (od is good
and will save everyone.

Now think before you answer.

|s faith just belief?

My purpose today is to make us think.

| want to start with T homas, another disciple that we have a lot in common with.

T homas voiced what many of us deal with interna”y.

| am not believing until | have some proof. Secing is believing. Actually seeing isn't
cnouglw ] wanna touch the scars.

We have all had moments where this was our plea.

Orne of my favorite passages and prayers is | believe but help my unbelief. Mark 9.

And at times that unbelief is claunting.

Unlike Thomas, we have a problem. We can’t put our fingers in the nail holes and
our hands in his side.

How do we solve this problem?

Here is what _John tells us.

John 20:31

But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of

(God, and that bclicvinggou may have life in His name.

NKJV
T he secret to faith is written in the \Word of (God.

Want to know the secret?

T he secret is:



T rue biblical Faith is confident obedience to (God’s Word regardless of
circumstances and consequences. (read that again)

The word of (God is the foundation upon which our faith is built and strengthened.
As you know my time is short, we leave for |_ondon in just over two hours.

| want to make two quick points about the foundation upon which we live by faith.
First.

Paul lays this out for us in Romans.

Romans 10:17

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of (God.

NKJV

| can not stress this enough, your bible is your lifeline of faith.

[Faith comes by hearing the word of (God.

And | an already hear the grumblings...

No its not, it is the [Joly Spirit living inside me. T he bible is ok, but | want to hear

what the sPirf't IS saging.

If you ever hear the spirit saying something that you car’t make line up with
Scripture... [tisn’t the [Holy Spirit talking.

[f something sounds good, like “cleanliness is next to (Godliness”. [Tirst of all they
ain’t ever had kids living with them, or they occupy a different financial category
status than | do.

Often PcoPlc will say things that are cute and rhymey but have no scriptural
context. You might ask, well how will | know?

You must be a student of the Word of God. Faul told Timothg, stucly to show
30Ursc"z aPProvcd, rigf'ntly clfvfdfng the word of (God.



Your faith must have a foundation in the word of (God or it will die.

Faith comes by hearing, reading, studging, and memorizing the Word of (God.
|isten to what the word of (God does for your faith.

Your faith grows.

Provides a defense.

[ quips you for the work of the ministry.

Comforts, strengthens, brings peace, teaches us grace, and how to grow into men
and women of faith.

| have shared how | think in pictures. And the picture | am trying to describe is this.
[ verything we need to live a life pleasing to (God, understanding his will, and
maturing as a (Christian grows from the foundation of the Bible.

T he picture was an open bible with every good thing sprouting from the pages of
the bible.

(use Picturc)

Your Bible is where you will gain everything you need to have your [Faith grow
strong,

[aith comes by hearing and reading and studyjing the Word of (God, it is the
foundational building block of our faith.

The second thing | want to share is this.

}f we are not intcntiona”g Fccding our faith with the word of (God it will be choked
out bg the cares of this world.
]n the cxplanation of the Parablc of the Sowcr who sowed the seed of the Word of

(God on the different grounds, listen to the cxplanation of the one the thorns
choked.



Matthew 13:22
Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the

cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes

unfruitful.

NKJV

Notice first.

[He hears the word, so faith has begun.

[aith comes by hearing the Word of God.

There is some growth in his life.

But then the cares of this world and it deceitfulness begin to choke the WORD.
Notice it doesn’t attack the faith, no it begins to choke the word.

Remember as a kid if you were putina choke hold and you tried screaming or
shouting, you couldn’t.

The word can’t be heard while it is being choked out by the cares of this life.
This is where we start walking away from time in the bible. The busyness of life
keeps us from reading the Word and our faith beings die.

Jcsus told us that we do not live on bread aJonc, but on every word that comes from

God.

]Fyou are not consistcntly in your bible, 3ourlcait|1 is struggling and is malnourished.
To bcgin this stud9 in faith, | wanted us to understand that if we are going to five bg
faith, we must kccp our faith alive.

T he reason is faith is notJ'USt belief.

Fait]‘l is belief with obedience to (God’s word.

James gives us this lesson several times in his opening two cl‘laptcrs.



He says to be doers of the word, not just hearers.

T his implies hearing and obeying the word of (God. Hearing is how we gain faith,
doing the word of (God is how we obey.

Jamcs 2:14

What does it Promcf't, my brcthrcn, if someone says he has faith but does not have

Obedience (works)? C an faith save him?

NKJV

James 2:17

Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have obedience (works), is dead.
NKJV

James 2:18

But someone will say, *You have faith, and | have works.” Show me your faith

without your obedience (works), and ] will show you my faith by my obedience
(works).

NKJV

In closing.

As we begin this amazing journey of what it means to live by [aith. | hope you are
reading chapters 11 and 12 several times in the next couple of weeks.

My plan is to take it step by step, working with T hanksgiving and Christmas to lay
out what the writer is teaching us what living by faith looks like.

T his morning we covered two things.

[Faith is rooted in the Word of (God and comes by hearing the word of (God.

And the cares of this life will always seek to choke the word of (God so that we are

not rcacling or hcan’ng it.



When that happens our faith begins to die, it gets weaker and weaker until it
disappears.

T his moring, remember this.

[Faith comes by hearing the word of (God. And the cares of this world will seek to
choke the word of (God out of our lives.

f:ight and Prioritizc time hcaring and rcading your Bible, your Faith dcpcnds on it.

| et’s pray.



