Kun the Racc:
H\/FC March 15,2026 Jcsus is Better 5crics Hebrews 12:1-2

(Good morning,

We have arrived at the final two chapters in the book of [1ebrews. And with that
comes the season to dial in my prayer life to where we are going after we finish this
book. | have some direction, but | want to pray through and hear where (God wants
us to go.

| have thoroughly enjoyed our time in the book of []ebrews. | have gained so much
in my studies, and | hope that you have as well.

| ast week we wraPPed up chapter ii, ]ooking at the cost to bccoming a hero of the

faith.
We highlightcd the ‘U'udges, (hideon, Barak, Sampson, Japhct!ﬁ as less that

stellar men that we have a lot in common with. Ye‘c God was able to take these men
and use them to bring salvation to the nation of ]sracl,just as []e wants to use us to
bring the message oFJesus to our world. And when we act in obedience to (God,
we exPerience the thrill of Bcing a hero of the faith to those who are in need of
salvation, encouragement, l"IClP. However, f:aith comes with a cost and Persecution
is a realitg forthose of us who follow (Christ.

T hat Persecution allows us to develop and build our testimony. Thatisa process
that comes from dailg living our faith, through struggles and trials of lhce, and then
giving a he]Ping hand to those who are struggling.

T his kind of life demands living rightcous and holg lives before (5od and man.

T his kind of faith demands &ailg choices to die to self and to take up our cross as
Jesus did.



Dai]g choices to follow (God, gives OPPor’cum’tg to imPac’c a world dead in their sins,
on a one-way road to f"]e”) and offerlife and a new way to live.

And while that is casy to say stan&ing up here, it can feel !onelg and difficult when
trying to live our faith out there...

Cl‘:aptcr 12 opens up with that realitg.

We are never alone.

We have Jesus who never leaves us, the holg SPirit living within us, and we have a
great cloud of witnesses encouraging us to continue the race of faith and to finish it
well.

There are things that will work to hinder us, however we can put them away,
go”owing the cxamPlc Jesus gave through his own life, so that we too can enter
heaven to be with (God for all eternity.

We will begin reading in verse one of chapter 2.

chrcws [12:1-2

i Ther@corc, since we are surrounded bg so great a cloud of witnesses, let us ]ag
aside every weight, and the sin which so easilg ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us,

2 ]ooking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for thejoy that was

set before Him endured the Cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
rig!ﬁt hand of the throne of (God.

NKJV
Lct’s pray.

The chaPtcr opens with a sort of review of where we have been, going back to

chaptcr 0.



Chapter 10 gives some great scriPturcs regarding our faith.

\/crsc 14

For by one ogering f‘]c has PerFectec! forever those who are beiﬂg sanctified.
And because of this truth we must hold fast to our confession of faith because

(Godis faithful.
\/ersc 2%

Lct us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering) for He who Promiscc!
is faithful.

Faith bids us to move forward closer to Jesus) because there is no other name or
way to gain salvation from our sins, and that saving grace comes from our faith in the
finished work omCJesus.

\/crse 58~%9

Now thejust shall live bg Faith; Put if anyone draws back, my soul has no Pleasure
in him. PBut we are not of those who draw back to Perdition) but of those who believe
to the saving of the soul.

Chapter [ gives us the cxamples we need to understand how we are to live bg
faith.

And chapter i2 bcgins with the word “therefore”. |t is the tethering word, Putting

the Fo”owing statements in context with the Previous statements.

Tlﬁeregore) Kun the Kace! ]’c Is our ra”ging call.
We are going to look at what it takes to run this race of faith successfuug.

| almost feellike one of those influencers on the 3outwihcace insta-tik social media

aPP&



]Fgou wi”just give me 40 minutes of your time, | will give you the cheat codes to slide
casi19 right into heaven, guarantecd to work, no side effects, and is super easg,just
% simp]e stePs to making heaven’s finish line as a winner.

And while there is an element of truth in that statement, we find 3 truths in these
verses that lagout the Pa’ch to ?inishing the race and crossing, the finish line of
heaven succes&cu”g.

T he first truth is we have a great cloud of witnesses.

r—jebrcws 12:1

Theremcorc, since we are surrounded 53 so great a cloud of witnesses...

NKJIV

Aftera whole chapter of examples of Faith, it is safe to assume that theg are the
witnesses the writer is sPeaking of, inclu&ing the host of those he didn’t have time to
write about.

| want to look at a couplc things in this Portion of scriPturC.

We are surrounded.

The Greek word implies the idea of being encircled, or encompassed about, and
being bound with.

One way to think of it is like the (Colosseum in Rome or a football stadium where we
are surrounded by fans cheering us on.

(God places people in our life that fill the roll of coming along side and encouraging

us to keep rumniﬂg.



Ina way it is almost discouraging to think about how much | need encouragement to
kccP running the race of faith.

Howevcr, ] am thankful that Goc] made us to need each other.

For me to kecp my faith on the straiglﬁt and narrow, ] need what you have and you
need what | have, a give and take of sPiri‘cual encouragement.

This goes back to chapter io.

Hebrews 10:24-25

24 Andlet us consider (provoke) one another in order to stir up love and good

works, 25 not Forsaking the assemb]ing of ourselves togethcr) as is the manner of

some, but exhorting one anothcr, and so much the more as you see the Day

aPProaching.
NKJV

How many of you have watched the movie Up. Cute little cartoon.

Put one character highlights a fatal character flaw we all face.

T hat character is Dug, the golden retriever.

e is characterized with a deep loyalty to his Pack, which is the old man and the
boy, which is contrasted by his uncontrollable distraction to squirrels.

Dug is helping the good guys beat the bad guys, but often in the middle of
something important, shouts “Squirrel” and runs off chasing it.

Thatis us.

And we need our herd, surrounding us and encouraging us to keep moving forward,
to not abandon our faith.

(God has given us cach other to help each other finish the race of faith we are

rurmirxg.



We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.

When we think about this cloud of witnesses, if you are like me, we see a great host
of people sitting in bleachers yelling when things go right, and getting quite when
things go bad. And the reaction swings back and forth depending on how we are
doing.

In my reading this week, this thought was challenged, and | am glad it was.

T he witnesses moved from shouting spectators in a stadium to a courtroom where
they are called to testify about their faith and give me specific encouragement from
their life.

In chapter i1 Abel testifies that we can offer excellent sacrifices to (God.

" noch testifies we can walk with (God and Please him.

Noah testifies we can build a life through the [Holy Spirit that will offer salvation to
those we bring to Jesus.

Abraham testifies that faith trust promises that scem impossible.

Moses testifies the faith allows us to overcome fear and defeat every Plan of the
enemy.

Rahab testifies that faith can save anyone who believes.

[” ach witness testifies that the race of faith is worth running and finishing,

T hat s the first truth found in this passage. We are surrounded by a great cloud of
witnesses that testify that it is worth the effort.

T he second truth in this passage is this.

[f we want to finish the race, we must make every effort we can to finish.



Hebrews 12:1
Thcref:ore, since we are surrounded }33 so great a cloud of witnesses, let us |a9

aside every weight, and the sin which so casi]y ensnares us,

NKIV

| etus lag aside every wcight and the sin which easilg ensnares us...

We are told to ]ag aside these things, two different things mind you.

This isn't some great mystery, that takes 7 sacrificed bulls with a grain oﬁccring, and
7 male lambs in the first year, etc.

To lay aside simp]c means to put them away from you, to cast og,jcttison away, to
remove them.

We are to put away the wciglﬁt and the sin.

| want to deal with sin first as it makes the most sense to most of us.

Sins are the things we do that scparate us from (God. ]Fgou are familiar with the 10
commandments, sins are lying, stealing, muréering, coveting, Aisrespecting your
parents, having idols that replace (God, fornications (sexua] relations outside of
marriage), adultcry (sexual relations with someone not your sPouse>, lust, Pricje,
b]asp!ﬁemy, }Dit’cemess) wrat!ﬁ) evil speaking and the list could go on.

T his are things that scparate us from (God and Proc}uce death.

The wages of sin are death.

And while we are all tcmPte& to sins, there are some sins that easil9 ensnare us,
cntamg]e us and triP us up. \/\/e must be careful of those and the tcmPtatiOhs that
allow them in.

[f we dorm’t put them away, thcg will cntamglc us and kecp us from Fimishihg the race.



We must learn to deal with our sin, or our sin will lead us astray. T he writer says that
we can Put them away as well as the wcights.
\What are the weights the writeris ta!king about?

Wc” First) they are not the same as sins, but theg can lead you there.

Several years ago, my sons and | joined a group of dads and sons on a weekend
hiking//camping trip to heart lake in the | incoln arca.

|t is listed as an easy hike, which it is honestly, and about 5 miles long,

Walking 5 miles is torture enough, but for a three-day hike with two boys, there is
plenty of supplies to pack in. So, we all go backpacks, and attached our sleeping
bags to them, and |, being dad had the tent. We also need food, and camping
supplies, like knives, hatchets and bug spray, yadda yadda yadda. Well, that stuff
starts adding up to a heavy weight, and the hike isn’t getting any shorter, but longer
with every pound of weight | keep adding. And with my former roofing career my
back absolutely protests sleeping on hard rocky ground. So, | had a twin air
mattress, with a battery pack within it to inflate the mattress. And | was not going
without it.

As | finished packing, my bag was heavy, and Billy (120r 13) and Creed’s (7-8)
weren't lite, but lighter.

T hat bag didn’t have one bad thing within it, matter of fact, we would have said we
“needed” everything in that Pack to make thejoumeg. IFood, clothing, gear, and
some comforts.

[t was a weight that ultimately hindered my hike to the lake and back.

We carry wcights that hinder our walk of Maith with (God.
Omb you know what theg are.



A weight is something that is not sinful in itself, but slows or hinders sPiritua!
growth.

Maclaren had a long sermon about the subject of weights, and here are some of the
things he listed as examples of weights:

[Family relations

Affection and love

Joys and pleasures

T alents and abilities

Work and responsibilities

Knowledge and study

Social life.

None of these seem bad on the surface, and most would seem to be synonymous
with living a good Christian life.

A weight in this context is not defined by it’s nature, but rather by its effect on
spiritual growth.

|s there something in your life that is hindering your spiritual growth, then it is a
weight that needs to be put away.

Fere are some examples in scripture of those who allowed weights to drag them off
the track of faith.

Matt 1 9.

Arich young ruler comes and ask about eternal life.

Jesus says keep these commandments, and the young man says enthusiastically, |
have done those things. So, he isn’t dealing with sin.

Jesus then addresses the weight he is carrying, possessions.

Go and sell your Possessions, give to the poor and follow me.



He couldn’t remove the weight.

Anotherone in| uke 10.

Jcsus is tcaching in the | azarus’s housc, and Marg is sitting at the feet ogjcsus
listcning. Martha is running around the house trying to serve food and meeting the
needs around her, rather than sitting with Marg and ]caming from Jesus.

Her wcight was busgness, because her serving was clistracting her from Jesus.

] don’t know what your weight is, but ] know how to find out what it is.

T he third truth to Finishing the race is to run the race with endurance looking at
Jesus.

r—jebrcws 12:1-2

T herefore, since we are surrounded 59 so great a cloud of witnesses, let us ]ag
aside every weight, and the sin which so easilg ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and

finisher of our 1Cait1’1,

NKJIV

[How many of us would agree that reading our bible and praying is a vital part of our
walk of faith?

How many of us struggle to read our bible and pray? Don’t raise your hand, | wil
raise mine so you know where my focus is, on me.

To run the race set before us, we must have complete focus on the Prize, Jesus

(hrist.



Weights and sins are the things that kecp us from Focusing on _Jesus, theg are

“Squirrcls” hcgou will, that seck to lead us away from Jesus.

We overcome weights and sin when we look to _Jesus and he becomes more valuable
than these other things.

Our raceis a maratl‘non, not a | OO~yard dash.

[t rcquires endurance, it takes time, and (God works with us to help us find true
freedom. | ike kids, we want (God to remove things immec!iate!g, to do all the work
aﬂcijust let me have the excitement of ajoE well done, yet it on]y robs us of the
aPPreciation of accomplishment

(God chooses to work with us and through us to fix our eyes on Jesus, by teachiﬂg
us through discip]inc and Pcrsecution that we love Jesus more than angthing else,
and allows us to submit to (Hod au‘choritg even more.

Stand with me.

] will finish verse two next week and continue on.

Tlﬁis morning we looked at the race we must run.

To finish this race we must do three things.

[First, we must hear the testimony of all the witnesses that tell us we can live bg faith
and run the race and finish it. We receive that 59 reacling the word and examining
the faith of those who have gone before us and comPlete the race.

Next, we must put away the weights and sins that seek to distract us and hinder our
sPiritual progress. Stop chasing the squirrels, thcg will get you killed.

T}wir&, we must alwags seck to kceP our focus on Jesus, and work to get more and

more gocused the longer we run t}we race 01C Faith.

| et’s Fragl



