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(ood morning,.

T he day has arrived, | plan to complete chapter 1 1 today, and in some ways, | am
sorry to see it go.

| ast week we looked at the final examples highlighted by the author. And my plan
was to show that even though the enemy seeks utter destruction through death,
trials, and obstacles to our faith, Jesus has come that we should have life, abundant
life. And that life gives us victory when the enemy comes to steal, kill, and destroy.
Victory brings opportunity to share our faith and see the Rahab’s of life come to
Jesus, the savior. And that is the ultimate goal of [Taith, to go and make disciples of
all nations, tribes, and tongues.

T he Author states in our opening passage (verse 32 of chapter 1 1) this morning,
“what more shall | say?

|t is evident that the author felt he had sufficiently described a full picture of faith,
even though the examples could continue indefinitely from O characters.

Yet in wrapping up this segment on faith, he does something interesting in naming
the 4 judges, David then Samuel.

T hese 6 men show a range of people from horrible to great, yet all in the arena of
faith.

|t gives us hope, no matter where we find ourselves in life.

T}wrough faith we can all be insPireé to might deeds.



And at the same time [Taith allows us to build fortitude as we walk through the
lowest lows.

T urn with me in [1ebrews 11:%9.

Hebrews 11:39-40

59 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive
the promise,

40 (God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made

Perpcct aPart From us.

NKJV
Let’s Fray.

] started Preaching in [lebrews 11 on November 14. Now ] did take 3 weeks for
Christmas) and Preachec{ about cxPcctations forthe yearin my first sermon in
Januarg. But we have sPcnt about fj months in this chapter.

And you may have the same sentiment as the writer in verse 52, what more can this
guy say about faith?

Matthew Henrg is quoted as saging:

After all our searches into the 5criptures, there is more to be learned from them.
Thisisa guy who wrote this book of commentary on the whole bible.

T hatis the awe with which we must aPProach scripture, and why itis imPortan’c to
read and reread and reread and reread the bible. ]n every season of life both
familiar and less familiar passages become aPPIicablc in ways we never understood
before.

This got me thinking In my own life from where | have come to where | am todag. ]

would encourage you to do that for 9OUY‘SCI]C.



How many of us are glad Goc‘ did not leave us like he found us? Hopmcu”g as you

have walked with (5od and grown in 5our1caith, you are a better person todag forit.

T 'he men in our passage today portray a graphic of growth we should see in our
own life.

T he short comings of cach of these examples are all issues we face and fight today.
And | wor't showcase all of them, you will have to do your own study to find others.
FHebrews 11:32

And what more shall | say? [For the time would fail me to tell of (Gideon and Parak
and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets:

NKJV

I© xcluding David and Samuel, the other 4 examPlcs given, regarding persona
character, are absolute bottom of the barrel type people.

Yet they represent ecach of us in so many ways. QOuch.

And | think they are purposely chosen. (Inlike our carlier examples, all of which
were in chronological order, these 6 are not. Parak comes before (Gideon,
Sampson comes after Jephthah, and Samuelis the one who anoints David, but
doesn’t see him become King.

| want to quickly cover the four Judges in a character overview, showcasing the type
of men they were. | hese men, plus all the other heroes mentioned before are men
and women just like us. T heylive life, struggle with issues, eat, sleeP, bleed,
celebrate, mourn, and question things. Andjust like us, it is faith that allows them to
be and do more than they are capable of.

| et’s start with (Gideon.



e is known for two things. One is he asked for confirmation by placing the fleece
before the | ord. Second, he led 300 men to defeat a massive army and won.
(ideon is found in Judges 6-8.

[is gleaming traits highlighted in those chapters are fear and questions.

His lack of trust in the word of an angel sent from (God, and asking for multip]c
confirmations. Doubt.

And ultimately, he was seen to be a harsh leader and vengeful to those who
challenged him. Ruthless.

/ ero star review for boss of the year.

Parak is found in Judges 4.

His gleaming traits were similar, being that he refused to stand and take the

rcsPonsibilit9 of aleader, and choose to hide behind a woman. A very weak man in

the face of clangcr. (_owardice or lack of (onfidence.

Sampson is a prototypical portrayal of many in today’s world. (Judges 13-16)
|_ust and allits trappings, secking pleasure in all the wrong places and ways.
Disregarding his Nazarite vow. ] ruly it was a disregard for holiness, a purposeful
spiritual immaturity.

[le was ruled by emotions. A petulant man child, whining about not getting his way.
Sampson was driven by impulses and anger with outburst of rage.

And he was morally bankrupt. [e had no boundaries between what was right and

what was wrong,.

| ast, we have Jephtha}m Trul9 a disgustimg man. [ e is found in Juc!ges ii.



e was one who ran and lived with worthless men. T he worst of the worst, the vilest
of humans. And he had no control over his zeal, and made crazy, rash vows.

T his is the man who made the vow to offer whatever came out of the door of his
home if (God would give him victory. T his shows a man who has his Prioritics all
wrong, When he returned, his onlg claughtcr came running out the doorto her

claciclg HC was a FOOlS 1COOI.

Not onlg that but he functioned in clisuni’cg.

God took these men, with character traits no one here would envy, but we all face
and Fight, and used these men to briﬂg salvation to the nation. ] am not sure whg, but
| have been thinking back to the transition a lot latc]g.

T hree years ago, as we were Preparing for becoming senior leaders here, | lcought
countless battles within my spiri‘c of being worthg to pastor this church.

Tlﬁc reason is | found mgsehc gighting the same character flaws of these men.

| was afraid. | had doubts. | was a coward with very little confidence in mgsclmc, ruled
bg emotions and temptations to sin, with outburst of anger, making rash decisions
with no regarcl for the consequence. Al things common to each of us in our way.
And in wrestling those thoughts | began Praging a passage of Scripturc foundin i
Samuel.

i Samuel 10:9
So it was, when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, that (God gave him

another hear’c; and all those signs came to pass that &ag.

NKIV

Saul gave excuses, but when he agrecd to be obedicnt, God gave him another

hcar’c, a heart to become what he was not.



T his is what [Taith does to us. |t comes to us where we are, and begins to move us to
accomplish the task and ca”ing (5od has on each of our lives.

David and Samue! are similar} onb with less sus character flaws.

(God can over come even the worst parts of us through faith in Him.

Now with these men in mind, inc]uding all those who came !DC{:OI‘C) and now adding
ourselves to the mix, ] want to exp]ore these closing statements of the chapter.
Cl‘:aptcr i1 comes to a close by give a sum total of what a life could bring when lived
through the lens of faith.

r—jebrcws 11:3%-%5
3% who t/rroqgﬁ faith subdued kiﬂgc}oms, worked rightcousness, obtained Promises,

stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to
flight the armies of the aliens. 35 WWomen received their dead raised to life again.
NKJV

T hrough [Faith ordinary men were inspired to heroism.

| don't mean that they sought the fame and privilege of being a hero. Rather in the
moment of great suffering and pain, they responded to the call of (God, at times

rcluctantlg, to bring salvation around them

T he premise of the thought is that unimportant people like (Gideon. A man hiding
in a winepress, threshing wheat for his family so the oppressors wouldn’t take it.
T he youngest member of the smallest tribe of the weakest clan leads an army to
over throw the Midianites. | he likes of Sampson, a womanizing whining man child,

is given stremgth to criPPlc the Fhilistines.



Samuel, a child given to the temple at an early age, raised by less than stellar pricst,
to work righteousness all of his days. Daniel, a slave and captive, thrown into the
den of lions for praying, to be raised up to senior leadership in the nation.

All came from weakness and were made strong by the Spirit of the (God, being
valiant in battle, destroying whole armies, and even raising the dead.

[leroes to those whom they helped, yetjust ordinary men who acted in obedience
to the calling of (God and walked by faith.

One that impacts all of us was Joseph and Mary. T wo people who scream
insignificant in the day they lived, are called to parent Jesus, and they say yes. And
from that act of obedience both (O] and N believers are indebted to them.

T o those whom you are the hands and feet of Jesus to meet needs, be a friend,
help in times of trouble, give a cup of water, visit in prison, and lead them to know
Jesus as their savior. You are their hero. T hat is available to us through faith in

Jcsus to those who are being saved.

Put there is another side of faith that is not as Pleasant.

r"lebrcws 11:55-%8

Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that t!ﬁeg might obtain a better
resurrection. 36 Sti” others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains
and imPrisonment 57 Thcy were stoned, thcy were sawn in two, were tcmPtcd, were
slain with the sword. Theg wandered about in shecpskins and goatskins, being
&cstitute, alclqictcd, tormented — 58 of whom the world was not worthg. Theg

wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.

NKIV



T his is the side of faith we don’t like to think about. T he cost of our faith.

aith in _Jesus makes us an enemy of the world.

FHumans tlﬁroughout historg have exhibited a crucltg that knows no limits. And it
has bared its teeth consistent]g on the men and women of faith.

| have read many stories from the book, Foxes book of Mar‘cgrS) where Christians
were tortured, stoned, burned, killed, sawn in half, boiled in oil, and worse as time
went on in an attempt to have them recant of their Faith, but chose a better

resurrection through Jesus.

Aren’t you glad we dor’t suffer like theg did back then...

Do you know in the last hundred years, more men and women of the [Taith have
been martyred than the previous 1900 years combined of the church?

And while we may have it easier here in America than the rest of the world,
(hristians are hated by the world. As Scripture teaches.

John15:18

|f the world hates you, remember that it hated me first.

NKJV

Paul tells Timothy this

2 Timothy %:12

[nfact, everyone who wants to live a goc”y life in Christ Jcsus will be Persecutec}.

Jesus even says in the beatitudes blessed are those who are Persecuted.
T}wrough [Taith we are able to handle times of Persecution and to hold firm to our

faith as many martgre& heroes of the past have. | his becomes our testimony.



Through [aith we build our testimony.

Our testimon9 is a 5tor3 of where we have come From, to where we are todag} to
where we are going.

]n our own lives we know of many Peop]e who have started a walk of gaith) onlg to
encounter Pcrsecution, whether from the outside wor]c!, or }33 their own choices of
sin and walked away from Jesus.

Yet in that same vein, we know many who have come through some dark seasons and

Pcrscverec! to become heroes to those sti” strugg]ing.

And that is the irony of faith.

T hose who suffer the greatest persecutions and maintain their faith in (God
become the heroes we rely on today. [ncluding those who gave their life.

If you have gone through a tremendous struggle and season in life and have come
through it, (God has Plans to use your life and testimony to hclp your brothers and
sisters through their season. And in doing that you become a hero of the faith to
them.

T hat is how we obtain a good testimony, through living out our faith during the
toughest seasons, and keeping the faith.

| want to close with verse 40.

Hebrews 11:39-40

59 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive
the promise, 40 (God having provided something better for us, that they should not
be made perfect apart from us.

NKIV

] want to read one more quotc,



Matthew Henrg

And faith will enable a man to serve God and his generation, in whatever way he may be
employed. The interests and powers of kings and kingdoms, are often opposed to God and his
people; It is a greater honor and happiness to work righteousness than to work miracles. By faith
we have comfort of the promises; and by faith we are prepared to wait for the promises, and in due
time to receive them.

A” these heroes died not receiving the Promise because the writer says that (God
had somcthing better in store for everyone.

Tlﬁeg served (God in theirgeneration)just as we serve (jod in our generation as he
calls us. Sti” toc]ag, the world and governments are oPPosed to Go&.

(Godis ca”ing us to live righteous lives dai]g and Prcmccrs that over working miracles.

Now hear me out P]casc.

FHow many times in our own life have we flocked to see some great minister work
miracles, give Prop!’lecg) and function in the ghc’cs of the sPirit) and called a hero of
the Faith, on19 to learn later, that c}uring that time of ministr9 theg were ]iving in sin.

All to often we want miracles in our life when (God wants righteous living from our

life.

Tlﬁe beautg of faith is that (God will take us where we are, character flaws and a”,
but he neverleaves us that way.
Bg " aith you and | should be striving to live ho]g lives before (God and man.

Chapter i 1 outlines how we live Bg Faith, from top to bottom.

Stand with me.



We have covered some amazing passages of scripturc over the Past several months.
As | entered this chaptcr) | felt (God wanted to show us what it means to live a life
of faith. |t is more than church on Sunc!ag, and Praging “how | lay me down to s]ecP”
at night.

FFaith is about Obeclicncc. [tis dcnging what we want and how we want to live and

embracing (God's way.

] want to encourage you, but even as ] bcgan looking ahead, ] feel ] want to warn
you, chapter 12 ain’t no cake wake.

As kids, how did you learn to be obedient?

| can assure you it didn’t come natura”g; | learned the c}isciplir\e of obedience
through my fathers belt.

And that is your introduction to chapter i2.

Lct’s pray.






