Accountabilitg Before (God
HVIEC June 7,2026 Jesus is Petter Series [Hebrews 13:17-19

(Good morning,

[t was good to hear from our Missionaries to Wales last week, [Pastor Jeff and
Colleen. As most of you know, they pastored this wonderful church for 24 years
before transitioning the church to myself and Autumn. T hey have one year
remaining in \Wales, and are praying for (God to raise up or bring a Pastorth63 can
leave as they come back home. Pe praying for both the pastor for there, and for
what (God has for them when they return. My hope is that they stay a bit closer, but
as anyone in ministry knows, (God’s will trumps what we want every time.

T he last time | Preachecl | told you | was going home to smoke a brisket for
Memorial Day.

| think | was excited because | woke up at 5 am, and immediately began to wonder if |
should get up and get the fire going and get the brisket to smoking,

Well | &idn)t_jumP up right then, but the smoker was hot and brisket on the grill
before 6:15am. | don’t have those fancy | racger things, so | spent the whole day
about 20 feet from my smoker, checking the charcoal and apple wood for 11 hours.
And it was amazing, and it was fork, fall apart tender. And | am looking forward to
doing it again.

As we focus now on our sermon, we will be finishing up [Hebrews next week |
believe.

| would usually give you a run down of my last sermon, but in the spirit of changing
things up | am going to give a quick summary of the whole chapter bringing us to

verse 1 7.



Flease open your bibles to [ebrews 12, starting in verse 17 and we will read
todag’s passage.

Hebrews 1%5:17-18

17 Obcy those who rule over you, and be submissivc, for ’clﬁeﬂ watch out for your
souls, as those who must give account. | etthem do so withjog and not with gricﬁ
for that would be unproFitab]e for you.

I8 Fraﬂ for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all ‘chings

dcsiring to live honorab]y.

NKJIV

Well, this should be fun.
| et’s pray.

]Fgou arejustjoining us or magbe have missed a few of the sermons leaéing up to
this passage toclag, orjust have trouble with authoritg, this scriPture this morning
could seem like a Punch to the nose you weren’t cxPecting.

Verse 17 can seem like a sudden command and Powergrab for Pastors/leaders
regarding church authoritg. And | am sure there are those who have taken this
passage out of context to c}ojust that.

With that, | would like to give quick review of the chapter and take our passage
toéag in context. Pecause this passage has mothing to do with a Powergrab over

the lives of church congregatioms.

Here is a simple overview of chaptcr i%.



We are to love the Fami]g of God. \/erses 1-3.

We are to live }1013 and content lives. Verse 4-6.

We are to follow faith examP]es of those who have finished their race. Verses 7-9.
We are to ]denthcg with Christ. Verses 10-14-.

We are to offer Praisc and service as sacrifices to (God. Verses 15-16.

[f we are doing all of these in obedience to Jesus Christ our savior, then this

natura”y leads us to cooPera‘ce with goc”g leadcrship that is helping you mature in
(Christ. \Verses i 7-19.

| view these as characteristics of those who are a part of the unshakable kingdom
that we are receiving from (God in chapter i12. A section of scripture that starts off
with, see that you do not refuse [im who speaks.

If we accept [im who speaks and obey Jesus, we will love the family of (God, live
holy and content lives, follow faithful examples, identify with Christ, offer praise and

service, and cooperate with godlg ]cadership in the church (God has P]anted us.

[n our passage today | see four things the writer gives us as a characteristic of a
believer and of a leader.

As believers we are to obeg and submit.

As leaders we are to guarci and are accountable.

A passage aboutjoy and grielc and ProFitabilitﬂ.

Fragcr is our final characteristic this morning.

Let’s look at our passage and work through it.



Hebrews 15:17

Obcq those who rule over you, and be submissivc, for theg watch out for your

souls, as those who must give account. | etthem do so witlﬁjog and not with grielc,

for that would be unproﬁtab]e for you.

The scriPture opens with obcy those who rule over you and be submissive...
0}363 and submit.
T wo concepts we kick against and war with our whole lives.

[f we were to boil this down a little more, it is dealing with authoritg.

Now as | bcgin this, | want to quote John MacArthur, a pastor who has gone to be
with the | ord, who Pastorec} avery ]arge church in Ca]hcornia. | would assume most
of you know of him.

e was asked during a Q& A segment this question.

How much authoritg does a pastor have in and over the lives of his congregants?
Hcre was his answer, and ! won’t read the whole quote.

No aut!ﬁoritg. | have no authority. Mg experience, ‘mowlec}ge, education, Position,
or title does not give me any authoritg. ] have no aut!ﬁoritﬁ beyon& what scriPture

says. Onlg (God’s word has authority and | can not exceed what is written.

Now this may seem at odds with what verse i 7 1s saying, but | dor’t believe it is.
[Here is how | see it. | dor’t have any authoritg to make you do angthing. | carn’t make
you come to church, | can’t make you give an ogering, | can’t make you read your
bib]e, ] can’t make you obcg scriPturC, ] can’t make you acccPt Jesus. l dor’t have

the authoritg to make you do angthiﬂg. So what authoritg do | have?



FPastoral authority is not about controlling people. [t is about truthfully preaching
(God’s word, protecting the flock and calling us to a mature walk with Christ.

As a senior pastor, | do have authority to fulfill the calling (God has given me in the
roll he has placed me.

[” phesians teaches us that he placed the leadership ministries in the church for a
reason, and it is for those reasons we are called to obey and submit.

F_Phesians 4.7-16

7 Put to each one of us grace was gjven according to the measure of Christ's gift.
8 | herefore [e says:

"When [He ascended on high,

He led captivity captive,

And gave gifts to men.”

11 And e Himself gave some to be aPostles, some prophets, some evangelists,

and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of

ministry, forthe edifying of the bo&q of Christ, 1% till we all come to the unity of the

faith and of the knwowle&g;e of the Son of God, to a Pencect man, to the measure of

the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no long;er be children,

tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of

men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful P]ot’cing) 15 but, speaking; the truth in

love, may grow up in all things into [Jim who is the head — (Christ — 16 from whom

the whole bodg,-joined and knit togethcr 59 what evergjoint suPP]ies, according to

the effective workirﬁg 139 which every part does its share, causes growth of the body

for the edifying of itself in love.

NKIV




We obcg and submit to ourleaders so that we can mature into the men and women
(God is ca”ing us to be for the kingdom work he has for us to do. (Church leaders
are tasked with the welfare of the congregation to promote the spiritual Prosperity
of each person.

[fitis done righ’c, as the pastor | hear the word of the | ord, and spcak that to you,
whether through sermons, counscl, or advicc, and in turn you choose to obeg and
submit to the sermons, counsel, or advice in obedience to Jesus.

Am ] Per‘Fect, abso]utelg not, but before your head swe”s, neither are 3oul

As believers we are called to obey and submit to godly human church leadership
because (God has given them responsibility to guide and care for the church. This
submission is not blind obedience, but a willing cooperation with leadership as they
seek to follow Scripture, protect the church, and promote its unity, order, and
spiritual growth.

(God has ordained a system of order (obey and submit) for a reason, and he has

built into it a system of checks and balances (responsibilitg and accountabilitg).

Hebrews i15:17

Obcg those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your

souls, as those who must give account. | et them do so withjog and not with grieﬂ

for that would be unProFitab]e for you.

| wish | could express and let you feel the unbearable weight that comes with the

ca”ing to be a senior Pastor in the church.



| know | have probably shared this story, for 7 days before the transition service in
April of 2023, | underwent a burdening from (God for this church. |t was the most
solemn experience | have ever had. (Coming face to face with the understanding that
from that day forward | would carry the eternal weight of the souls (God gave me to
pastor. As | write this, tears are rolling down my eyes.

T here is a reason why the congregation is called to obey and submit to (Godly
leadership.

As a pastor, | will be called to give account for your souls before the (God of the
universe.

| must admit, it isn’t fair that leaders carry the weight of those who they have no
authority to make them do anything.

And you may say well why do you have to give account for my life?

Decause it is the nature of the calling, and it is to keep me honest and following
Jesus.

In [ phesians those offices mentioned are basically watchmen on the wall. And
(God has very specific rules for those he calls as watchmen.

| want to read the resPonsibilitg that (God lays on every minister found in [~ zekiel.

[~ zekiel 5%:7-9
71950 you, son of man: | have made you a watchman for the house of |srael;

there?ore, you shall hear a word from Mq mouth and warn them for Me. 8 When l

say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you shall sure|9 diel" and you do not sPeak to
warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquitg; but his blood |

will require at your hand. 9 Nevertheless iFgou warn the wicked to turn from his way,



and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquitg; but you have delivered

3our SOU!.

NKJV

As a watchman, it is my duty and responsibility to be proclaiming, preaching and
announcing what (God is saying. [ | should choose to ignore or disobey, | bear
responsibilitg in God’s eyes for that. (God will require that blood at my hand. | don’t
know how that would work, but that adds to the extreme weight of being called into
the ministry.

And why | can’t shy away from the difficult portions of scripture and why | preach
whole books from chapter 1 verse 1 to the final period.

Which means | will preach and speak things that you may not like. Now as | pray
before each sermon, my hope is that the [oly Spirit will use what (God has given
me in the sermon to say to convict your heart and make us more like Jesus. Put | get
to be the mouth piece. And | get the duty to call out sin, point out arcas that are
lacking, calling you to be more like Jesus, and if | refuse to call out the warnings, |
get to bear that guilt.

Nathan the prophet found himself in this very precarious place. 2 Samuel 12
Could you imagine (God telling you that you must go to a person who has the
authority to kill you, and tell him he has acted wickedly and sinned before (God.

[t wasn’t kind, fun, easy words. |t was blunt, sharp, hard words.

In a sermon | was reading | saw this quote from Pastor May, | didn’t catch his first
name.

As David learned, and as we will learn; it isn’t the comforting and soothing words
that will bring the greatest freedom, protection and deliverance from our rebellion. Jt

8



is those hard words: those words that cut to the heart and seParate truth from
dcception that will be necessary to bring us to the realization of the truth.

Nathan loved (5od and obegcd and he loved David cnough to confront him.

| will tell you a truth. The digicu]ty of obedience and submission is way easier than
the burden of caring for the souls of those we must givc an account for.

And i]cyou have leaders that are submitted to the Lorclship oFJesus and
ministering for all the right reasons, it is easier to obcy and submit to them. Knowing
thcg have your best interest at heart.

And that is the burden Autumn and | carry for this church.

T his is another truth. | am not here to fleece you. | have one goal) that is to see you
cquiPPed with scripture so that you can go and do the work of the ministry in a
world that is dead in their sin and needs the Jesus we have. A world where you and

| are called to go out and share our testimong and make Aiscip]es of all nations.

There is a reason James says that not many oFgou should become teachcrs) as
watchmen will bcjudge& with greater strictness.

Tl"IOSC called, bear a burden that is unnatural to carry, and if it were not for Jesus,
it would be imPossible. Actua”g no one would do it.

Historica”g in the church at large the pay is awful, the benefits non-existent, the
stress extremelg high, and it is hard work. ] hat is whg the ministry chews People up
and sPits them out.

So, the writer continues with this next bit of advice.

Hebrews 15:17



Obcg those who rule over you, and be submissivc) for theg watch out for your

souls, as those who must give account. | et them do so with joy and not with grief,
-

for that would be unProFitablc for you.

NKIV

| wont go dccp into this one, but we all know what it is like working with Pcople.

|t can be very difficult, and that is multiplieA within the church.

T he word grief can be translated as groanings. \Which we have all had those people
in our life that when we see them coming towards us, we immediately groan because
we know what ever it s, it is not going to be ajoyful experience.

Faul says in Romans 12, don’t be that kind of person. [le specifically says i it is
possible as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

And | stared at the unprofitable for you portion for a long time. And ultimately it
boils down to this.

When a church consistently resists, criticizes, fights, and refuses shepherding,
nobody wins. | _eaders become discouraged, the church loses unity, and People miss
opportunity to mature and grow spiritually. An exact opposite of what the church is
called to be.

And | will pick back up on this last thought next week, because at the end of the day

t!"HS Oﬂlg WOY’l(S Wl’?CI’! we are in Prayem[or our leaders and our Cl"IUFC!"I }Z)Odg

]n closing this morning, we have covered some dCCP territory.

We oPened up looking at obedience and submission.

| mentioned that this is something we will Fight against our whole life. We dort like to
humble ourselves to authoritg. We like to rule over it and conqueror it. [tis our

Patriotic sPirit in a way as Americans.



When | was in PBible college, | kicked against the goads of authority. And after my
freshman year with one of my professors, | told (God | was never taking another of
his classes. (God convicted me so bad about how | behaved and my lack of willing
obedience and complete noncompliant submission. | ended up signing up my
Sophomore year, the whole year with two classes, which involved some traveling, so
above and beyond.

[T ven Jesus learned obedience by submitting to the cross. []ebrews 5:8. [ow

much more do you and | need to learn obedience and submission.

Andfor those who are called to the ministry, what a heavy burden that is. \We are
tasked with watching for the souls of men, and to give an account for them to (God
almighty. [t means we have to say the hard words, words that may cost us Frienclships
and fellowship. [lowever, as a watchman | must call out the warning, or be held
responsiblc for the blood of those whom | refused to tell.

I~ ach of us are accountable before (God to what [He is called us too.

If we are a part of the body, to hear the word of the | ord and obey and submit to
the authority (God has Place over the church.

As leaders we are to be watchful for the souls of those (God has asked us to serve,
for we will give an account one day.

And we are to let them do this with joy.

(ltimately [ebrews 13:17 is not calling us to put our trust in our leaders. |t is
calling us to trust (Christ, who has given us leaders to care for [is church. As the
leaders faithfully follow [Him and believers willingly respond to [im, the whole body

grows and matures into the fullness of (Christ.

Let’s pray.



