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(Good Moming.

] alwags aPPrcciatc that you come back after ] Prcach a hard sermon. Thcrc are
times when it feels like | getup here and Purposcly Pick on someone with my
sermons, which is true. Thcg become the focal Point of cvcrgthing | write, and each
Point is 5culptcd to hitjust such a way as to bring the Fccling that | know somcthing
very spcciFic about them. And | do, because it is me.

| _ast week was no different.

How often do we berate and belittle PcoPlc who entertain things that we think are
foolish, onlg to ignore the very same things we do that are foolish in their own ﬁg}':t
The Hebrew Christians were contcmplating going back to Judaism, sccking
Angc]s, Moses, and chitical Priesthood; all which were inferior. Yet many of us do
the same in some way.

Wc turmn to suPcmatural sources that are not God, are more afraid of ogcnding the
culture around us, than standing on the Word of (God. And dabble in several types
of rcligion,J'ust in case, because you never know. And that was the sentiment the
writer was addrcssing to them and to us.

(God had introduced some changes with Jesus. But the draw to go back to the old
ways are strong at times.

And what needs to haPPcn is we need a mind shift. T o see and understand each

Piccc for what it is. Not what we Pcrccivc it to be.



Chaptcr 8 is that transitional chaptcr where the writer bcgins to try to bring their
focus to what God is doing toclay, (both then and now as only C]od can do), and
break their PrcoccuPation to what (God had done in the past.

And]| love how he does this, and | hopc it will cn]ightcn us to what (God is c!oing in
each of our lives.

| want to read the first 5 verses of chaptcr 8 this morning to show where we are
going.

chrcws 8:1-5

i Nlow this is the main Point of the things we are saying: We have such a Hig}'n
Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majcstg in the heavens,
2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the | ord erected,
and not man.

% For every hig[w Pn'cst is appointcd to offer both ghcts and sacrifices. | herefore it
is necessary that this One also have somcthing to offer.

4 For if Hc were on earth, Hc would not be a Pricst, since there are Priests who
offer the gi{:ts according to the law;

5 who serve the copy and shadow of the hcavcnlg things, as Moses was divincly
instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For Hc said, "Sec that you

make all things according to the Pattcm shown you on the mountain.”

NKJV
Lct’s Fray.

We are in the year 2025. = ver wonder how we got here......

] mean to say why do we say we are living in the year 20257



Looking at different ancient groups. T here are many different years that nations
or Pcoplcs say thcg five in.

Forinstance in Et[‘liopia, the year forthemis 2018, we say 2025. For China thcg
areinyear4722, and the nation of Jsrael would say thcy areinyear 5785, with year
I as creation.

T his whole system of dctcrmining the yearwas dcvclopcd bg Grcgorg 13in 1528.
And because thcg didn’t want to exclude any time or Pcoplc that could be learned
about thcg sctt]cd on what we have. Thcy took the most important eventin
Historg, which was Jesus and made his life the Pcak, year O. And from that time we
have AD, orthe year of our | ord. BC doesn’t not stand for Before Christ,
which would make the most since, but stands for Before Common [ ra.

This way foras long as the | ord dc[agcd, the years would continue, but also it
could stretch back as far as it needed to go to include all of human l’)istorg.

T o me it makes since in that the world was lcading up to the time of Jesus, like
c]imbing up one side of a mountain. Jcsus arrives, starts cvcrgt]wing new, and leaves
us to await his retumn, walking back down the other side of the mountain.

Much like Hebrews.

T he writer has been working us up to this Pivotal crowning moment rcgarding
Jesus.

And that is verse one and two. Jesus is a High Priest that is seated at the right
hand of the throne of Majestg, the Minister of the tabernacle in the hcavcn, that
was created to continuouslg resonate with glorg to God.

Can ] Paint this scene Forgou?

Rev4:2-11



2 ]mmcc]iatcly | was in the 5Pirit; and bc]‘:olc], a throne setin hcavcn, and Onc sat
on the throne.

% Ancl He who sat there was like ajaspcr and a sardius stone in appearance; and
there was a rainbow around the thronc, in appearance like an emerald.

4 Arounc' the throne were twcnt9~{:our throncs, and on the thrones ] saw twcntg-
four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and thcg had crowns of golcl on their
heads.

5 And from the throne Frocccdcd lightnings, tlﬁundcrings, and voices. 5cvcn lamps
of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven 5Pirit5 of (God.

6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crgstal. And in the midst of the
throne, and around the throne, were {:ourliving creatures full of eyes in front and in
back.

8 T hefour living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and
within. And thcg do not rest dag or night, saying: "Holg, holg, holg, | ord God
AJmightg, Who was and is and is to come!*

9 thncvcr the living creatures give glorg and honor and thanks to Him who sits on
the throne, who lives forever and ever,

10 the twcntg-mcour elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship
Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying:

11 "You are worthg, O Lorcl, To receive glory and honor and power; ]:or You
created all ’chings, And bg Your will thcg exist and were created.”

Rev5:11-12

i1 Thcn ] looked, and | heard the voice of many angcls around the thronc, the living
creatures, and the cldcrs; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten

t[‘wousand, and thousands of t[‘rousancls,



12 saying with a loud voice: ”Wort[‘;g is the Lamb who was slain T o receive power

and riches and wisdom, And strcngth and honor and g]org and blcssingl“
NKJV

Can you imagine that scene?
Jtis continuous]y, on an eternal looP bcing Proclaimcd in the T hrone Room. And

Jesusis there, our High Priest makfng Pctitions and intercessory prayer for me...

T his is what the writer is saying, we the believers have access to. His main Point is
for us to see this.

But for the readers, it goes against cvcrgthing thcg have ever known.

Moses is mentioned here and the (Covenant (God made with him on Mt Sinai.
Jewish culture started at this mount.

Moses went up on top, and (God showed him somcthing, a pattern.

We don't 1<now, but ] have often wondered if what we read in Revelation is what

Moses saw.

Because the Ho]g of Holies in the tabernacle and tcmPlc were where the manifest
presence of (God was to reside, much like he would in his throne room.

Food for though’c, but ] digrcss.

Moses was given the pattern the children of lsracl were to use to worship God.

Thiswasa temporary assignment, intended as a short-term solution.



However man’s version of temporary and God's Pcrspcctivc are eternities apart in
difference.

This moming] have a simplc message from our passage, that | f'xopc will s]:)ark
somcthing within each of us.

As | read this verse 5 keptjumping out.

chrcws 8:5

who serve the copy and shadow of the hcavcnlg things, as Moses was divinclg
instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you

make all t['xings accorc]ing to the Pattcrn shown you on the mountain.”

NKJV

The Problem with the chs, well rcallg with Pcoplc, is that we like to see, taste,

smc”, {:cel, and hear t]wings. ]t makes it real for us.

Tl'rcg Prcxccrrcc] scrving the copy and shadow of hcavcnlg tlwings.
]t givcs the outward appearance of holiness but allows the inner thoughts and

tendencies to be full of hypocrisg and lawlessness according to Matthew 23.

Paul tells us this in Romans 1 that man changcd out the glorg of the incorruPtiHc

(God foran image made like corruptiblc man.

We like the things that we are in chargc of.
We desire control.
Wc want to be in control of our own destinies.

Andina way the leaders of |srael did have that.



Ancl so (God rc]:)laccc] that covenant with a new one.
Hebrews 8:6-7
6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministrg, inasmuch as [He is also
Mccliator of a better covenant, whfch was cstablishcd on better Promiscs.
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no Placc would have been

sought {:or a sccond.

NKIV

Thc copy had become obsolctc, and the true covenant God wanted with us was
now available through the work of Jesus.

Whg was the copy obsolete?

Paul teaches us in Romans the | aw could never bﬁng rightcousncss.

Romans 7:10~11

1050 ] discovered that the law's commands, which were suPPoscd to i)ring li{:c,
brought sPin'tual death instead.

11 Sintook advantagc of those commands and deceived me; it used the commands
to kill me.

NLT

Thc law is holg, but man is not. And sin took advantagc of (3od nccding to give a
copy or shadow of [His rightcousncss tcmPorarﬂy until Jesus would come and pay
for my sin.

Thc copy gave way for man to manufacture his rightcousncss.

Jtis basica"g a list of rules to do or not to do. And as long as you were obedient

you Produccc] your own rightcousncss, no matter what your heart was like.

T his was the Pharisees. Heck, this is us.



Wc know how to make the outside so clean. th in our hcarts, we are |u$hcu|,
f'natcful, grccdg, Proud, and liars.

Ti'nc fault of the law and old covenant was it could not c}‘nangc our hearts.
]t c;ou]cl make us look the Part but not changc us.
The copy and shadow allow us to worslwip while still living in our sin.

Jesus does not. [ e knows our heart, our intentions and our desires, notjust our
words and actions.

Jcsus came to givc us actual rig[wtcousness in our heart.

chrcws 8:10

For this is the covenant that ] will make with the house of ]srac] after those dags,

says the | ord: ] will put Mg laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and l
will be their (5od, and thcg shall be Mg Pcoplc.

NKJV

How do you and ] fall back into worshiPPing the copy and shadow?

Bccausc we do.

Fo”owing our wild train of though this morning.
We can get wraPPcd up in traditions and rituals. Matthew 2%.
Where we are so involved in how things are suPPoscc] to be done, we miss the

reason behind them bcing done.



A great cxamPlc for mc,just a couPlc of weeks ago cloing baptisms in the creek,
Pouring rain, with temperatures in the 40’s while there is a baPtismal in the
basement.

Jt would have been easy forme to say well this is how it has alwags been done.

And this matter is small, but some Pcoplc getso locked in on the what and how, the

why is overlooked and missed. T his was the pit of the P[’\arfsccs.

A second way is Cultural Chn’stianitg, Found in Romans 1:18 to the end.

] know | spokc of this last week, however it is still true. \Ne compromisc difficult parts
of our faith with more Palatab]c, watered down versions to kccp the peace.

Jn the comPromisc we trade biblical truths for man’s aPProvaL Culture cvcntuaﬂy

rubs away all our Christian idcntity until we are just another member of the masses.

A third way is we become |_aodicean Christians or lukewarm Christians.
Remember them, they are in Rev. 3. T he lukewarm church. Neither hot nor cold.
Much like American Christianity.

Revelation 3:17

Because you say, '] am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing' — and
do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked —

NKJIV

We have been vaccinated with just enough Christianity to keep us from getting the
real thing. We go through the motions, lift our hands, bow our heads, check the
boxes and live like we want.

Froverbs 30:8-9

Give me neither poverty nor riches — ]:ccd me with the food allotted to me;



9 Lcst ] be full and c]cny You, Anc] say, “Wlwo is the Lorcl’?” Or lest ] be poor and
stcal, Anc] Pro{:anc the name of my Goc}.

NKJV

|_ast this morning,.

Wc live for and seek out emotional cxpcricnccs.

When life is going well, our rclationship with (God is going well. When life stinks, our
rc]ationship with (God stinks.

This copy seeks to remain on the mountain Pcaks of faith. |t is where all the
excitement is and (God is moving, and it feels like the ultimate goal in our faith.

| believe this is a manufactured faith. Jt is where we seek to serve (God bg what we
are c]oing, where we are going, but leaves little time for our heart and intentions to
be examined.

Thereis no time to pray and get my [ife in order, ] am saved and there are those who
are c]ging out there.

Howcvcr (God’s most important work is the work he is doing n your heart.

This morning as we close this exercise in spcaking.

Thc Passagcjumpcd out at me, and bcgan to cause me to search my own heart.
T here are times when | am serving the copy-

Riding the emotional cxPcricnccs, Fo”owing traditions, getting caught up in
materialistic and prosperity tendencies, and lctting culture override my faith.

T his is what cht many |sraelites from Fo"owing Jesus.

Dor't let it sift you away either.



