Fast, Fresent, Future
THIVT:C Mag 17,2026 Jesus is Better SCFiCS chrews 1%:7-9

(ood morning,.
]‘c Is 5O good to be back home. Not on]y in our own house with our }Jeds, but back in
Montana, at our cl‘nurch, with our peo le, our schedules.
peep
] had the oPPortunity to speak at the church my dad and mom attend in front of
several members of my Fami]g who were attenc}ing the 50th celebration.
T he only issue, | went to a men’s breakfast on Saturda morning with my two sons
Y Y & Y
and my dad and brothcr, and Fastor\/a] and ] got to ta”dng and he asked if ] would
like to share something for a few minutes on Sunciay. | said sure | would be happy
to greet the church. A]Cter the brca!ocast, we were set‘cing up that room for the Partg
the next &ag, and that a]ctemoon, Pas’cor Va] walks in and tells my dad that ] am
Preaching in the morning, which to me was not what | agrec& to.
However, | did share and it was fun.
[t was very good forus to get away and unplug as a whole Fami]g. And each time we
do, we alwags think it could be the last time we go together as a whole Family.
With basica”g three adult kids, and two teenagers, it was quitc crowded at my
Parent)s P]ace, with kids sleePing evergwhere.
With that, | want to give a big thank you to Bill and Feter?orﬁ”ing in, especiauy
Feter, as ] had a speakerlined up for Mother’s Da that had to back out last
P P Y

minute. An& to Preach a Mothcr’s Dag message on short notice is a tall order.

Now, as we get back into the rhgthm of thimgs, | had hopcd to finish up [Hebrews

next week, however that isn’t going to haPPcn.



] need more than two sermons to do that, and Fastorjcg and Co”ecm will be here
ministering on Mag 3 1. Mark your calendars for that) it will be good to see them and
hear from them.

Thc last time ] spoke from chrews we looked at marks or characteristics we
should have as citizens of the unshakeable kingcﬂom the writer closes chaptcr 12
speaking about.

As | read it, the writer begins his wrap up inour passages this morning, starting in
verse 7 with c]osing reminders and encouragements.

]ﬁjou have your Biblc, open it to [lebrews 13 and we will start rcacling inverse 7.

Hebrews 13:7-9

7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of (God to you,
whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 8 Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today, and forever. 9 Do not be carried about with various and
strange doctrines. [Tor it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with

foods which have not Proﬁte& those who have been occupie& with them.

NKJV
Let’s Frag.

If you have been a part of any [Foursquare church for any length of time, you
recognized the heart of our passage this morning.

Most of us can quote it by heart, and use it often in various situations in life.
[aving done the same, | thought | had an idea of what | was going to say, but as |

read it in context, it blossomed before me.



And | hope to present that as we cover our scriPtures this morning.

| want to look at _Jesus in three directions this morning.
Fast, Prescnt) and future.
And the most imPor‘can‘c words in our context this morning are these:

Jcsus (Christ |S the same...
Yesterciay, the Pas‘c.

r—jebrcws 15:.7

Rcmembcr those who rule over you, who have sPoken the word of GOd to you,

whose faith ]CO”OW, consiclcring the outcome of their conduct.

NKJIV

Remember those who lived out their faith and finished life well, completing the race
of [Taith we run. Chapter 11 is full of heroes who died in faith, those who finished
well, who died believing and not walking away.

Tertullian who lived from 155-220 is credited for the saying:

The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.

| believe you could tie that statement to this verse in [Jebrews 13.

We are told to examine the behavior of those who have gone before (died), who

spoke the word of (God to us, that finished well.

[n the world we live in, where everyone is out to get you to click the follow button on
your social media screen because it makes them rich and Famous, should make us

cautious. | here are so many PCOP]C Puttimg out 30 second theological theories



with nothing to back it up, just their opinion and a scripture to satisfy the itching
cars of what people want to hear.

FHow many times has the church be rocked in our lifetime by preachers with large
followings and mega churches, or famous (Christian artists where it comes out about
all kinds of sin in their life who end up abandoning the faith, and tarnishing the
church. | grieve for what is coming with the rise of influencers, which we are already
beginning to see, when we learn that they never lived out anything they proclaimed.
Matthew 24:10-13

10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one
another. 11 | hen many false ProPhets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And
because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 PBut he who
endures to the end shall be saved.

NKJV

T here is another passage in 1 | imothy | will use later that says some will depart the

Faith) giving heed to deceiving spir’cs and doctrines of demons.

T he writer here tells us there is something to examining the life of those who have
gone before and have died in the faith enduring to the end.

When [Hebrews was written, many of the original Church leaders in Jerusalem had
died.

T he ones we know of are Stephen, James Jesus’s brother who led the church in
Jerusalem, and James the brother of John, and probably many others we don't
know about.

[t also means the prophets who came before, as Jesus demonstrated on the road to

™ mmaus, using the OT scriptures to teach about himself.



Thisis important.

As a teenager, a very typical teenager, | would often start things, only to leave them
when something more interesting came along. And mid-stream, | would abandon ship
and start something else.

My dad sat me down when [ was 18 or so and taught me a life lesson.

Here is the lesson.

In life it is easy to start something, anyone can do that.

But a good man is known by how he finishes what he started.

In life it is easy to start something, but it is extremely difficult to finish, and to finish
well is even more difficult.

A man who finishes well is a rare man indeed.

Which is why the blood of the martyrs built the church.

|t gave a powerful testimony which encouraged others to persevere and embrace
the faith because they didn't give up during the difficult part, but finished well the
race set before them. T hey preached and spoke of Jesus in their time and their
faith in Him allowed them to finish well.

T he Jesus that gave them strength to finish well in the past, is the same Jesus we
have today.

FHebrews 13:8

Jesus (Christis the same yesterclay, todag, and forever.

NKJIV

T he heart of this scriPture is Jesus (hristis.
Thatis a present statement, toclag, right now, it doesn’t say was or will be, but

toéag.



Thisis so imPortant forus right NOW.
In a world where culture is working relcntlesslg to tell the church to get with the

times, the Word of (God says that Jesus is constant across all times.

| et’s look at what Jcsus Christis through scripturc.
]F ] was to read them a”, we would be here a long time, so encourage you to look up

each of these attributes in scripture regarding Jcsus.

Jesus Christis | ove.

(Galations 2:20

| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of (God, who loved me
and gave [Jimself for me.

NKJV

John 15:13-14

15 (Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. 14
You are My friends if you do whatever | command you.

NKJIV

Romans 5:8-9

Put (God demonstrates [is own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,

(hrist died for us.
NKIV



Jesus Christis Faith{:ul.

2 Timothy 2:13

[f we are faithless,

He remains faithful;

[e cannot deny [Himself.
NKJV

i Johni:9

[f we confess our sins, [ e is faithful andjus‘c to Forgive us our sins and to cleanse

us from all unrighteousness.

NKJIV

Jcsus Christ is Fowcrpu].

John i:3
A” t}‘nings were made tlﬁrough [im, and without [im notlﬁing was made that was

made.

NKJIV

Matthew 28:18

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, " All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.

NKJV

Fhilippians 4:1%

| can do all things through (Christ who strengthens me.

NKIV



Jesus Christis | ruth, Grace & Mercg, | ife, T“lumilitg, and so many other things.
And [ eis Pcrf:ect in them, c]emonstrating them with PerFect execution.

He does not changc and these things are true of himin every generation of
mankincl, from the bcginning until now.

Hc is the same, forthose who have come bmcore, for us, and for the future.

r—jebrcws 1%:9

9 Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. [Toritis good that
the heart be established }39 grace, not with foods which have not ProFitec} those who

have been occupied with them.

NKIV

One of the things | have come to expect as | prepare sermons is the over laPPing
(God brings as | study and listen and read several devotions from various areas not
connected, yet highlighting the very scripture we are in [ Jebrews.

["or example, | started a devotional study of the book of Colossians last | hursday.
And it had a speaker that presented a short video exPlaining the purpose FPaul had

to write the book and it is the very thing verse 9 spcaks about.

[ love how in every generation, the Word of (God has its Finger on the Pu]sc of the
culture. V\/e may be more “advahce&”, but we are still humah, and as Solomon wrote,
there is nothimg new under the sun. We struggle with the same strugg]es the earlg

church strugg]e& with, we ask the same questioms, deal with the same issues.



And (God in his faithfulness meets us with the truth of [is word.

T he writer says “Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines..”.
And the church of Co]ossac) a fruitful and vibrant churclﬁ, began to Preach some
strange doctrines about Jcsus.

See hcyou recognize any of them?

They said ‘cl‘nings like he was onlg a Proplﬁet and an excellent teacher. Thcg began
to Proc]aim there was secret imowledge that could be learned for a cleeper more
mcaninggu] “«(hristian” cxPcrience that was reserved for on]3 the purest (actua”g

the richest, who could line the Pockcts of the giver of secrets).

| dorm’t want to call anyone out, but the church and the world are rife with claims of
secret knowlcdge and codes found in the bible that tell a “new revelation”.

A book came out called the Da Vinci (_ode and sold over 80 million coPies,
Proclaiming a secret knowlcdge about the Bible and Jcsus.

]Fgou want my oPinion, those codes and secret knowle&ge bits are s‘craiglﬁt demonic.
i Timotlﬁg 4:1-3

i Now the SPirit exPresslg says that in latter times some will dePart from the faith,
giving heed to clecciving sPirits and doctrines of demons, 2 sPeaking lies in
hgpocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,

NKJV

Demons know the scripturc, anc}just as satan used it to tempt Jesus, he can
attempt to tempt us with things that Promise divine know]ec’ge 139 addimg to the
scriPturC.

T he devotion makes this comment | want to quote.



Others claim a secret knowledge that would unlock a doorway into salvation
outside of the redemptive power of Jesus, searching everywhere for a different
thoroughfare into an eternity of enlightenment other than the clear teachings of
scripture.

T his includes horoscopes, energy readings, or anything that secks to gain
enlightening knowledge apart from the Word of (God and the [oly Opirit, who
speaks what Jesus says, and Jesus who only repeats what (God tells him.

|tis an attempt of satan to lead fools astray.

Jesus is the same at the creation of the world, as []e is today, as [ e will be until
the trumpet sounds and [e returns.

Who knows what the strange new doctrine will be tomorrow or next year. What | do
know is that if it preaches a different Jesus than Scripture presents, it is the
enemy.

Jesus does not change. (God has given us everything we need in the person of
Jesus, he has provided everything we needed to know in the Scripture, there are
no secrets, and he has filled us with the [oly Opirit to test the things of this world

to see if itis of (3od or of the enemy.
Cling to Jesus

In closing.

Mankind has this insatiable desire for the unknowable; however, we are Prec!ictable

from gemeration to gemeration.



Thatis whg as a denomination we have [Jebrews 1%:8 as a foundational scripture.

[tis a Theological anchor. We are tied to Jesus who is unchanging from generation

to generation.

\/ersc 7 calls us to remember those who have spoken the word of God and finished

well.

The truth is | _eaders pass away, Ministries cl‘nange, circumstances shift, but Jesus

Christ remains the same.

Verse 9 warns us of the waves of various and strange doctrines that will seek to
destabilize the firm foundation of Jcsus.

We are enticed }39 strange doctrines when our heart Begins to drift away from

Jesus because we doubt the suucucicicncy and the consistency of Jesus.

The Jesus we have toc{ag) the Jesus the world needs, the Jesus we Preach and
follow is the onlﬂ Jesus.
e does clﬁangc.

Hc is the same 365t€rd83, toéag and forever.

| will Pick back up in the middle of verse 9 next week sPeaking about Being

established in grace as it is connected to the Fo”owing scriptures.

Let’s pray.



