A C]eansed (_onscience

THIVI:C Ju]3 20,2025 Jesus is Better Series [ebrews 9:9-15

Continuing with our series in ebrews.

As ] have been thfnldng back on the past several weeks of studg and sermons.

] have been fascinated by where the Holy 5Pirft has led us. ]t started with a modern
look at the three main toPics the writer used to show how Jcsus was better than
them. We took those and translated them with modern dag issues believers are
often tcmptcd to follow rather than Jesus. And at the root of those tcmPtations is
the allure of gaining access to (God.

Thc Fo“owing wcck, we took that to the next stcp, saging that we often seck the
copy and the shadow of hcavcnly things because those are the man-made copics
which we can see, taste, hear, smell and feel. T hose are easier to put faith in
because we have a measure of control. Jcsus however Points us to seek the Spirit
and the T ruth of Jcsus to gain access to God.

|_ast week, again we took the next step, looking at the sgmbo]ic items within the
tabernacle that taught us characteristics of (God while i“uminating truths needed to
access (jod. E_ac[w item showcased a truth about Jcsus, who Pavcd the way forus
to access (3od tlwrough his sacrifice. Jesus who is now in heaven’s holg of holies is
in constant intercession for each of the believers. We talked a little about the blood
that was aPPlicd to the mercy seat, and this week we will take a more focused look at
the blood and what it does. ]t allows the final step of complctclg clcansing us to be
able to enter (God’s presence and receive the Promisc of eternal inheritance.

T urn with me to Hebrews 9:9

] want to read several passages.



chrcws 9:9-14

9 |t was sgmbo!ic for the present time in which both gi{:ts and sacrifices are offered
which cannot make him who Pcrformccl the service Pchcct in regard to the
conscience —

10 concerned on|9 with foods and drinks, various washings, and ﬂcng ordinances
imPoscd until the time of reformation.

i1 But Christ came as High Fricst of the good things to come, with the greater
and more Pchcct tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.

12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the
Most Holg Flace once for all, having obtained eternal rcdcmption.

13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, 5Prin|<ling the
unclean, sanctifies for the Purifying of the flesh,

14 how much more shall the blood of Chris’c, who through the eternal 5Pirit offered
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve
the living Gocl?

NKJIV

| ets Fragl

| isten to this Parable.

]n a quict viuagc nestled beneath the mountains, there stood an ancient clock tower
with a bell at its Pcak T radition held that every morning at sunrise, someone must
climb the tower and ri ng the bell — not just to mark time, but to welcome the new dag
with intention, gratitudc, and hoPc.

Ovcrgcncratfons, the ritual was honored dccply. Eldcrs sPokc of how the bell's

sound wasn'tjus’c noise; it was a symbol of collective renewal and awareness.



[ ventually, a young man named [ lias inherited the responsibility. Ambitious and
punctual, [~ lias took great pride in ringing the bell at precisely the right time — 6:00
a.m. sharp. He tracked the sunrise to the second, Polishcd the rope, measured the
echo’s length, and bragged about his consistency.

But something changed in the village. People stopped gathering to watch the
sunrise. | he mornings felt colder. T he bell sounded the same, but its heart seemed
missing,

One day, an old woman approached [ lias and said, “You ring the bell perfectly.
Put do you hear it??

Confused, [ lias replicd, “Of course | do. | track the reverberation every day.”
She shook her head. “You ring it for the sound. We rang it for the silence it broke.

For‘ the reminder it brought. For‘ the space it created inside us to begin again.”

This story illustrates our passage this morni ng.
[ lias is |srael. Thcy inherited this rcsPonsibilitg to Proclaim (God to the whole

world but Put all their Focus on the rulcs and laws to the ncglcct of the true Plan
(God had.

They grasped on to the symbolic nature of the temporary plan and missed the
eternal P]an of complctc salvation. T hey were trying to do cleanliness, rather than
be cleaned on the inside.

My goal is to work through these passages and land on verse 14 and flesh out the

truth | f'nopc to arrive at this morning,

chrcws 9:9-10



9 |t was sgmbo!ic for the present time in which both gi{:ts and sacrifices are offered
which cannot make him who Pchormccl the service Pchcct in rcgard to the
conscience —

10 concerned on|9 with foods and drinks, various washings, and ﬂcng ordinances

imPoscd until the time of reformation.

NKJIV

Verse nine tells us the bullscyc (God was aiming for. Man’s heart, his mind, his
conscience.

My professor would always tell us, the heart of the problem is the problem of the
heart.

(God was not really concerned with the cleanliness of the body.

Rememberin Matthew 23:20-27 when Jesus addressed the Pharisees roughly. [e
accused them of having clean exteriors, but in their hearts was wickedness and
lawlessness, and dead man’s bones.

They had perfected the art of looking and acting clean, thinking that this was
God's plan.

As verse 10 says, along with what has been said in the past couple of sermons,
people tend to focus on what they can manufacture, what they can do, and project
salvation on that premise.

And we all do it. [f everything is going well, the thought comes to our mind, oh yea, |
have been doing good lately. | haven't lied, | have read my bible twice this past week,
(not including Sunday at church), and | was kind to that guy with is blinker on and

let him cut in front of me. |t must be the favor of (God because | am doing more good
than bad...



This was the mindset of the OT believer. Righteousness was solely based on
doing the right things. [t didr’t matter if they were muttering curses in their heart.
Yet they as do many today, believed that by living right, doing the right things, it
grants us privilege and blessings from God.

And by our own admission, we believe that our actions bring us closer to (God.
Yet we cannot fool (God.

Listen to (God speaking through the prophet |saiah.

|saiah 29:13

And so the | ord says, "] hese people say they are mine. T hey honor me with their
lips, but their hearts are far from me. And their worship of me is nothing but man-
made rules learmed by rote.

NLT

Many people who say they are Christians, are so with the honor of lips, mere
words, only. (God says in reality they are far from me, because they worship the
copy and shadow.

| only repeat this here, because the writer is walking us through this line of thought.
And since | have covered this in each of the last three sermons, | want to move on,
as to not weary you with the same observation. And the writer is now pointing us

dccpcr within, to man’s conscience.

Tl’nc qucstion turns to how can our conscience be cleansed from dead works?
Wc must understand that there is a I’mcavcnlg Pcrf:cct tabcrnaclc, and an cartl'wly
one.

Jesus serves as Hfgh Priest in the greater more Pcrl:cct tabernacle.



Ancl ike the Hfgh Fricst in the carthlg tabcrnaclc, JchS enters the Holg of
Holies in heaven with his own blood to apply it to the mercy seat and obtain eternal
rcclcmption for all those who put their faith in [im.

] believe that all makes sense to us.

f Moses built the copy, and through (God’s instruction, told him to do the services
just as he was told to do according to the pattern. Jesus would have followed

through with all that needed to be done in the hcavcnlg tabernacle.

And now this changcs things.

E_vcry chrcw understood the ceremonial clcansing rituals.

Hebrews 9:13

13 (Inder the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young
cow could cleanse PcoPlc’s bodies from ceremonial imPuritg.

NLT

[f you want to truly understand the symbolism, you can read about it in Numbers 19.
The whole chapteris about cleansing from ceremonial impurity.

Here is the just of it.

OfHerings for sin, the day of atonement happened once a year.

But as many of you know who have read the OT, you could become unclean in any
of a hundred ways. ]maginc if every time you became unclean, you had to sacrifice a
lamb? [How many of you own any lambs?

| do, and | can say that it would take me less than a day to go through all my sheep.
So (God allowed for a heifer to be burned, and the ashes taken and added to water

to sprinuc on tl‘)OSC WI‘)O were unclcan ancl bC clcanscd.



T his is what (God established, and every Jewish person believed.

That the sprinklfng of heifer ashes and water could cleanse the flesh of ceremonial
impurities.

Now the hammeris laid to the true ringing of the bellin verse 14-.

chrcws 9:14

Just think how much more the blood of Christ will PuriFg our consciences from dead
works so that we can worship the living God. ]:or bg the power of the eternal
Spirit, Christ offered himself to (God as a Pcrf:cct sacrifice for our sins.

NLT
Now this passage is loaded.

The full plan of (God is revealed in this one scripture. [is goal all along was to get
our conscience cleansed from sin, which started in the garden.

Do you remember the first two things that happened after Adam and [ ve’s eyes
were opened from disobeying (God?

[First was shame. [t says that they noticed they were naked, and they sowed fig
leaves together to cover their nakedness.

Then (God shows up and asked what happened and Adam blamed F ve, [ ve the
serpent because of the guilt that had overtaken them.

Since that day, man’s conscience had been immersed in guilt and shame. T heir sin
was always with them, there was no forgjveness, no absolution, no relief.

Then Jesus enters the scene, lives a perfect life, lays down that perfect life to the
cruelty of death by crucifixion. e was buried.

Many things happened while he laid in the tomb, but [ebrews 9:14 shares one of
the first things.



chrcws 9: 14
how much more shall the blood of (Christ, who through the (is) eternal Spfrit

offered Hfmscl{: without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works

NKJV
He offered the blood from his own Pcrfcct sacrifice of his bod9 on the hcavcnlg

mercy seat, for the f:orgivcncss of my sin.

Man for the first time since Adam has the ability to cxPcricncc a clear conscience
before (God because his sin is {:orgfvcn and remembered no more.

We no longcr have to wrestle with guilt and shame that our sin brings us. Jesus has
covered our sin with his blood, and {:orgivcn us all of our trespasses.

Romans 8:1 echoes this thouglwt.

Romans 8:1-2

i | here is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in (Christ Jesus, who
do not walk according to the ﬁcsh, but accordi ng to the 5Pirit.

2 Forthe law of the 5Pirit of life in Chﬁ'st Jcsus has made me free from the law of
sin and death.

NKJV

We dor’t have to walk in condemnation because our conscience has be free from

the bonds o{:guﬂt and shame that sin bﬁngs,

How many of you like loopholcs’? thn it comes to taxes, we look for any loopholc
we can find. Put when someone uses a loopl-\olc rcgarding us, we don’t like it so
much.

T here are those who would seek to find a loopholc with having a clean conscience

rcgarding sin.



And Faul addresses them.

Romans 5:20

Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin
abounded, grace abounded much more,

NKJV

Continuing in chapter 6.

Romans 6:1-2

i What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?

2 Ccrtainlg not! [ow shall we who died to sin live any longer init?

NKJV

]t is a sad reality how comfortable we get with our sin, undcrstanding that (God will
Forgivc us.
(God did not send Jesus to cleanse the conscience so that we could continue in

thcm t]ﬁin‘dng that thcrc are no consequences.

Jesus came to give us freedom from sin so that we could learn to live more like
Jesus, sinless. e did not come to give us freedom to live like the devil and make it
into heaven.

Kcmcmbcr the woman caught in adultcrg, that was draggcd before Jcsus in Jo}m 8.
What did Jcsus tell her, | don't condemn you, go and continue to live like you want,
don't WorTy, ] {:orgfvc you.

John 8:11

Jchs said to ]’\cr, “Ncit[‘icr do l condemn you; go and sin no more.”



Stand with me this moring,

Jesus’ eternal spirit Prcscntccl his own Pechct blood to (God for the Pcnaltg of sin
to fulfill the Plan and purpose of (God to redeem man from sin.
This rcdcmPtion was given to allow us the abﬂity to become more like Jesus, not to

ive like the devil, rclishing our sin, and ta[(ing (od’s grace for grantcd.

| find all to oftenitis easy to live out |saiah 29:13.
Where with my mouth | say ] bclong to (God, | honor him with my words, and Practice
liP service Chn’stianitg, onlg to have my heart wandcring far from (God.

Tl’nis moming, as has been the cry for the Past couPlc of weeks.
Don’tjust kccp the outside clcan, allow the clcansing blood of Jesus to wash over
your heart and conscience and cleanse you from within.

(God is sccking consciences, hearts and minds that are continuallg set on [im.

Dontlet the ﬂccting P]casurc of sin kccp you from cxpcn’cncing the true clcansing
power of Jesus. We have been given the gi{:t of salvation without condemnation,

but we must walk away from our sin and run to Jesus.

I_ct’s Frag.



