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Colossians 1:3-14
We always thank God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when we pray for 
you, 4 since we heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus 
and of the love that you 
have for all the saints, 5 

because of the hope laid 
up for you in heaven. 

Of this you have heard 
before in the word of 
the truth, the gospel, 6 

which has come to you, 
as indeed in the whole 
world it is bearing fruit 

and increasing—as it also 
does among you, since 

the day you heard it and 

1. Becoming: That inner part of our selves, often called the heart, 
God intends to transform.  We are becoming what we desire.

  9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding,...
We will look at the Bible’s teaching on “Wisdom”, Self-examination, Desires of 
the heart, as well as studying the Enemies to our Becoming pleasing to God.

2. Achieving:  What we seek to accomplish using the gifts and 
opportunities God has given us.  We achieve/walk/work/pursue to 
the glory of someone; Paul calls us to please Him.
7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is 
a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 8and has made known to us 
your love in the Spirit.
10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God; 11 being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious 
might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
light.
We will look at the Bible’s teaching on Work, Serving, the Achievement Trap, 
and seeking first the Kingdom of God.  

3. Relating:  Relationships are essential today and for eternity too. 
Thriving relationships are the context God uses to cause us to 
“Become” and the apparatus He uses for us to bear fruit/Achieve.    
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love 
that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven.  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in 
the inheritance of the saints in light.
We will look at the Bible’s teaching on maturing our relationship with 
the Triune God and our relationships with people like, family, church and 
neighbors.  

we heard of your faith:  Paul, in Rome, 
(imprisoned, A.D. 60-62) gets a report 
from a friend, Epaphras, a founder of 
the Colossae Church, possibly meeting 
at Philemon’s home.  Paul wants them 
to know that he and the team pray for 
them with specific requests for their 
growth and development.  In the report 
Epaphras has indicated good things as 
well as a concern with false teachers in 
their Church.  Paul will correct this.        
and of the love that you have:  Not 
only did Paul hear of their faith but he 
also heard of a wonderful evidence of 
this faith: they have love for all the saints 
(local and distant).  This love has a source 
according to Paul: “because of the hope 
laid up for you in heaven.”  Their hearts, 
affected by their hope of salvation and 
eternal life, are freed to sincerely love.           
you have heard... the gospel:  Paul 
knows they have heard the “word of 
the truth, the gospel”.  And further, they 
heard it and understood the grace of 
God being offered to mankind.  Paul will 
detail this in verses 12-13.  

Next Sunday, April 26, 2020:  Part 2 “Thriving Christians”  
Pastor Marty Scales will focus in on the “Becoming” segment of our lives.  God repeatedly 

calls us to become wise.  According to Proverbs 3:13-18 Wisdom causes us to thrive. 

In what ways does God call Christians to Thrive?

Becoming, Achieving, Relating



understood the grace of God 
in truth, 7 just as you learned 

it from Epaphras our beloved 
fellow servant. He is a faithful 

minister of Christ on your 
behalf 8 and has made known 

to us your love in the Spirit. 
9 And so, from the day we heard, 
we have not ceased to pray for 

you, asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of 
his will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding, 10 so as 

to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him: 

bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the 

knowledge of God; 11 being 
strengthened with all power, 

according to his glorious might, 
for all endurance and patience 

with joy; 12 giving thanks to 
the Father, who has qualified 

you to share in the inheritance 
of the saints in light. 13 He has 
delivered us from the domain 
of darkness and transferred us 
to the kingdom of his beloved 

Son, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness

 of sins.

Epaphras our beloved fellow servant... 
faithful minister of Christ:  Look at the 
description Paul gives for this young man.  
He is beloved, a co-worker in the cause, he 
is faithful in using his gifts as a minister of 
Christ and he is serving others like them. 
pray for you... that you may be filled:  
What would Paul consider the most 
important prayer he could request of God 
for these new Christians?  He wants them to 
be filled with 1. knowledge of his will, 2. in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding.
so as to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord:  Paul’s prayer for their inner 
development in knowledge and spiritual 
wisdom and understanding has an intent:  
He wants them to walk differently.  He 
wants their manner of making life choices, 
decisions and taking actions to be worthy of 
the Lord.  He wants Christians to recognize 
in the deepest part of themselves that the 
one audience they most want to please, 
is the Lord.  Paul is not merely motivating 
people to do their duty, but praying for an 
outcome of the Spirit’s  influence in their 
lives.       
fully pleasing to him:  What motivates a 
Christian “to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing 
fruit...”.   If it was merely duty or a grumbling 
obedience it would be short lived and 
have little to do with heart growth and 
love.  The motive for willing change of heart 
and action in a Christian is this:  I want to 
be pleasing to the One who powerfully 
delivered me from darkness and forgave me 
of my sin.         
delivered us... transferred us:  This is what 
happens to a Christian when they are saved 
by grace through faith.  God delivers us from 
the domain of darkness and transfers us into 
the Kingdom led by His Son - our Savior.   

Thriving
adjective
flourishing, prospering, growing, developing, 
burgeoning, blooming, healthy, successful, advancing, 
progressing; luxuriant, lush, prolific; booming, 
profitable, expanding
ANTONYMS moribund, dying, unhealthy, declining, 
waning, withering, stagnating, atrophying

Christian 
What Does It Mean to Believe?   R.C. Sproul 
I think the whole concept of faith is one of the most 
misunderstood ideas that we have, misunderstood not only 
by the world but by the church itself. The very basis for our 
redemption, the way in which we are justified by God, is 
through faith. The Bible is constantly talking to us about faith, 
and if we misunderstand that, we’re in deep trouble.
Those who were involved in the Protestant Reformation 
carefully defined what they meant by saving faith. They 
studied the New Testament, specifically the Greek word 
“pistein”, which means “to believe,” and they were able to 
isolate three distinctive aspects of biblical Christian faith.
• The first is the Latin term notitia: “believing in the data” or 
the information. It’s an intellectual awareness. You can’t have 
faith in nothing; there has to be content to the faith. You have 
to believe something or trust someone. It matters profoundly 
what you believe. I must believe the right information.
• The second aspect of faith is what they called assensus, or 
intellectual assent. I must be persuaded of the truthfulness of 
the content. 
• The crucial, most vital element of saving faith in the biblical 
sense, is that of personal trust. The final term is fiducia, 
referring to a fiduciary commitment by which I put my life in 
the lap of Jesus. I trust him and him alone for my salvation. 
That is the crucial element, and it includes the intellectual and 
the mental. But it goes beyond it to the heart and to the will 
so that the whole person is caught up in this experience we 
call faith.  This is the definition of a Believer, a Christian.  


