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2 Timothy 4:1-4
 I charge you in the 

presence of God and 
of Christ Jesus, who 
is to judge the living 
and the dead, and by 
his appearing and his 

kingdom: 

I charge you in the presence of God:  Paul is not 
issuing this charge in his own name or on his own 
authority, but ‘in the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus’ and is therefore conscious of the divine 
direction and approval.  Perhaps the strongest of all 
incentives to faithfulness is the sense of a commission 
from God.  If Timothy could believe and be assured 
that he is the servant of the most high God and an 
ambassador of Jesus Christ, and that Paul’s challenge 
to him is God’s challenge, then nothing will deflect 
him from his task.
who is to judge... his appearing and his kingdom: 
Paul believes in Christ’s personal return; His second 

coming to earth. He wrote of it in his earliest letters, especially those to the 
Thessalonian church. (2 Thess. 1:4, 7)  This is evidence of the righteous 
judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of 
God, for which you are also suffering...  7when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those 
who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus.)  Paul speaks of three anticipated events:  1. Christ’s appearance, 2. 
the judgment seat of Christ and 3. the eternal kingdom of God.  Not only 
will there be a comprehensive judgment before the great white throne, 
resulting in eternal life or death (see Rev. 20:11–15), but our lives as 
servants of the Lord will be evaluated before the judgment seat of Christ 
(2 Cor. 5:9–10). In 1 Corinthians 3:12–15, another text dealing with the 
future evaluation of our work, Paul specifically focuses on how each one has 
contributed to the growth of the church. Our lives should, therefore, be lived 
with a constant eye to the future, primarily to the “appearing” of Christ.

1. Timothy’s Installation Charge from Paul:
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to
judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:
• Incentives/Accountability:   Three anticipated events:  1. Christ’s
appearance, 2. the judgment seat of Christ and  3. the eternal
kingdom of God.

2. Timothy’s Responsibilities (5) and Methods (2):
2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.
• Preach the word: Timothy will know at once that “the word” he is to proclaim is 
the body of Scripture, Gospel and doctrine which he has heard from Paul and which Paul 
has now committed to him to pass on to others. It is identical with ‘the deposit entrusted 
to’ Timothy in 1:14, which he is to be an approved workman, ‘rightly handling the word of
truth’ 2:15. 
• Ready:  Is an alertness and/or eagerness, but also has the tone of
insistence and urgency.   The phrase could be paraphrased, ‘Press it
home on all occasions, convenient or inconvenient’ (NEB).
• Reprove:  To “reprove” means “to show someone their sin and to
summon them to repentance.”
• Rebuke:  This verb primarily refers to the action of verbally
correcting someone.
• Exhort:  Some people need to be encouraged/exhorted and this word has the sense of
“asking earnestly”, pleading with Christians to head the direction of God’s Word.
• with complete Patience and Teaching:  Timothy is charged to “preach 
the word”, but here Paul also tells him that his Pastoral work with Christians must be 
characterized and motivated by patience and teaching.

3. The Congregation: Ear (listening) problems.
3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn 
away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.
• Itching ears:  Will not endure sound teaching; turn away from listening to the 
truth - God’s Truth resistant.   Will wander off into a devotion to listening to myths.   Will 
accumulate teachers to suit their own passions.
1Tim. 1:3-7  As I urged you [Timothy] when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus 
so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 4 nor to devote 
themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than 
the stewardship from God that is by faith. 5 The aim of our charge is love that issues from a 
pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Certain persons, by swerving from 
these, have wandered away into vain discussion, 7 desiring to be teachers of the law, without 
understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make confident 
assertions.



preach the word:  We observe at once that the message Timothy is to preach is the word, God’s word which God has spoken. Paul does not need to specify it further, 
for Timothy will know at once that it is the body of Scripture, Gospel and doctrine which he has heard from Paul and which Paul has now committed to him to pass on 
to others. It is identical with ‘the deposit entrusted to’ Timothy in 1:14.  It is equivalent to ‘the sound teaching’ (v.3), ‘the truth’ (v.4) and ‘the faith’ (v.7). It consists of the 
Old Testament Scriptures, God-breathed and profitable (3:16), which Timothy has known from childhood, together with the teaching of the apostle which Timothy has 
‘followed’, ‘learned’ and ‘firmly believed’ (3:10, 14).  Timothy is to ‘preach’ this word, he is to speak what God has spoken. His responsibility is not just to hear it, and to 
believe and obey what he hears; but now to preach it to others.  He is to lift up his voice with courage, and boldly make the word known.
be ready:  Paul goes on to list four more marks which are to characterize Timothy’s proclamation.  He is to “be ready”.  Paul invokes not just a readiness that is alertness 
and/or eagerness, but here it has the tone of insistence and urgency.   “In season and out of season” could be paraphrased, ‘Press it home on all occasions, convenient or 
inconvenient’ (NEB).
reprove:   To “reprove” means “to show someone his sin and to summon him to repentance.” This may be a private matter between two people, as in Mt. 18:15; Eph. 
5:11. But it may also be a congregational affair under the leader, as in the Pastorals: 1 Tm. 5:20; 2 Tm. 4:2; Tt. 1:9, 13; 2:15.  For Timothy this may be especially difficult 
because it is confrontive and more assertive than he might like to be and so Paul is again emphasizing this part of his job responsibility.  He has told Timothy that he will 
share (with Paul and Christ, 1:8, 12) in hardship and suffering (2:3 “Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”) that comes from people in the church who resist 
being reproved.  See 3:12 “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted...”  
rebuke:  This verb primarily refers to the action of verbally correcting someone or something.  Some have fallen into sin and have continued in it, and need to be verbally 
corrected and rebuked.  Paul already mentioned this in Chapter 3:1-9. 
exhort:  Some people need to be encouraged/exhorted and this word has the sense of “asking earnestly”, pleading with others to head the right direction. Timothy’s 
preaching/teaching ministry will need to be both strong and winsome in view of false teaching taking place in his church at Ephesus.   God’s word, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, does all this and more. Timothy needs to apply it relevantly and repeatedly.
with complete patience and teaching:  Timothy is charged to “preach the word”, but here Paul also tells him that his Pastoral work with Christians must be characterized 
and motivated by patience and teaching.  This is precisely what Paul had himself done in Ephesus, as Timothy well knew. For some three years he had continued to teach 
‘the whole counsel of God’ both ‘in public and from house to house’ (Acts 20:20, 27; cf. 19:8–10). Now Timothy must do the same.  Paul has already instructed him in this 
letter:  2:24-26  And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness.  
God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of truth, and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.
the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching:  What are these times like? (Also see 3:1-9)  Here, one characteristic is singled out, namely that 
people cannot bear to listen to the truth. Paul states it twice: They ‘will not endure sound teaching, but … accumulate … teachers to suit their own likings’.  They ‘will turn 
away from listening to the truth and wander into myths’. 
itching ears:  People will listen eagerly to certain teachers because of “their itching ears,” that is, ears that want to be soothed with agreeable pleasantries.  These teachers 
are not teachers of truth but those who suit the “desires” of the people. This, then, becomes not only a matter of doctrine but also of moral character. In other words, they 
cannot stand the truth and refuse to listen to it. Instead, they find teachers to suit the speculative fancies into which they are determined to wander.  Verse 4 picks up the 
reference to ears, going from a metaphorical use to a literal meaning, as the people “will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” 
turn away... wander off into myths:  Myths are stories concocted from sacred sources like the Bible, but without any regard to the original historical context or the rules 
of sound interpretation (1 Tim. 1:4; Tit 1:14).   1Tim. 1:3-7  As I urged you [Timothy] when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain 
persons not to teach any different doctrine, 4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the stewardship from 
God that is by faith. 5 The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have 
wandered away into vain discussion, 7 desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make confident 
assertions.
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