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The Power of One 
John Conway 

(Luke 15:1-7 NLT) “Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often 
came to listen to Jesus teach. This made the Pharisees and teachers 
of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful 
people—even eating with them! So Jesus told the this story: “If a 
man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he 
do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go 
to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? And when he has 
found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders. When he 
arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ In the same 
way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents 
and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous 
and haven’t strayed away!” 

Close the gap 

(Luke 19:5-10 NLT) “When Jesus came by, he looked up at 
Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, 
come down! I must be a guest in your home today.” Zacchaeus 
quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great 
excitement and joy. But the people were displeased. “He has gone to 
be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled. Meanwhile, 
Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half of my 
wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have cheated people on their taxes, 
I will give them back four times as much!” Jesus responded, 
“Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown 
himself to be a true son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to 
seek and save those who are lost.” 

Remember the cross of Christ 

(2 Corinthians 5:18-20 NLT) “And all of this is a gift from God, who 
brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this 
task of reconciling people to him. For God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. 
And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are 
Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 
speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 

It’s the Holy Spirit 

(John 16:7-11 NLT) “But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, 
because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I 
will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world of 
its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgement. 
The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe in me. Righteousness is 
available because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more. 
Judgement will come because the ruler of this world has already 
been judged.” 

(Revelation 12:10-11 NLT) “Then I heard a loud voice shouting 
across the heavens, “It has come at last—salvation and power and 
the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the 
accuser of our brothers and sisters has been thrown down to earth—
the one who accuses them before our God day and night. And they 
have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. 
And they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die.”


