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ames




A Word to the Wise




Jamcs at a Glancc

e Written bg the half-brother of Jesus
. Ya’aqov (Hebrew) or ]acobus (Greck)

» James is the [~ nglish derivative of the ]_Eatin, rench, and
southern EuroPean derivatives of |acobus, which is itself

derived from the [{ebrew
e Whritten around 50 AD.
e 15t book of the New T estament in order of aut[ﬂorslﬂip

* New | estament’s “book of wisdom” (Frovcrbs, Scrmon
on the Mount)




James 3: | he Main Flagcrs

'Jamcs

. 1"16:::1& of the Jcrusalcm church
e T he chish (_hristian cliaspora
e Acts 8:1,11:19

. 5o]omon

. 50n of King David and his successor

e Renowned for his wisdom




James 3. Setting the Stagc

'James I

. 1{::ind thcjoij in trials and tribulation
$ Ask (1od for wisdom

- Euman anger docs not Producc thc rightcousness o{:
o

* Be doers of the Word, notjust hearers
. Rcign in your tongues

* Pursue pure faith — care for the lowlg and kccP 3ourscH:
from bcmg corruptcd bg the world




James 3. Setting the Stagc

'Jamcsz

* Do not show favoritism
. fA\ violation of any Part of the law is a violation of the entire

aw
e \Works are evidence of a living faith

°Jamcs§
e T eachers of the Gospcl are held to a highcr standard
» Watch your mouth!

e (an't Praisc (sod & curse peo le made in His imaﬁe with the same tongue

¢ Seek and display (God’s wisdom, not that of the world



James 3. Setting the Stagc

Jamcs wrote this chapterfor ever C["ﬂ'lstl n, but he
f pos |3 omtcd cachcrs cha cn to |oo|< at
hc:r T jon In od’s mirror to se cct Him
ﬁn ]"T g s onc called to tcac Prcac or mlms
teachi ort e or ,are you re cctmg od and
rsg[ﬂtc us ms’? ames g vc us a stark reminder in vcrsc
|

one; udge teache 5, P ast rs, cvangclxst J
more 5tr|ct an non-teac crs say and has

an amPllgiO xm aCtlm ﬁ’.‘anC morec COP leStCn to %flct

svc cys to 3our ¢ again an
?‘Cflm e the Master?”

~Cail D3 VIS, Mlissiona/:g, [nternational M/Zssiona/y Poard



Jamcs %:13-16

Who is wise and undcrstanding among you? &_ct them
show it b thirgoocl life, bg deeds done in the
humilitg that comes from wisdom. Put imcyou harbor
bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not
boast about it or c}cny the truth. Such “wisdom” does
not come down from heaven but is carthly, unsPiritual,
demonic. [Tor where you have envy and selfish
ambition, there you F?nd disorder and every evil
Practicc.




James 3:17-18

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all
pure; then Pcachoving, considerate, submissive, full
of mercy and good fruit, imPartial and sincere.

Fcaccmakcrs who sow in peace reap a harvest of
rightcousncss.



T he Fgramid of Wisdom

Wisdom




T he Joumcg to Wisdom

e |nformation -~ [ Jow do we know it's right’?
e T rust in the source?
. Keliabilitg of the information?
. Our biases and desired outcomes?

. Knowlccl%e
. %noug information? | he right information?

. xPeriences ~just mine or others?
. tudg tcchniqucs’?

'VVEdom

* Whose wisdom am | applging?




T wo Kinds of Wisdom

e |f any omcgou lacks wisdom, let him ask od, who

éivcs gcncrousl to all without reproach, and it will
e given him. ~ James 1:5

e T hefearof the | ordisthe bcginnin of wisdom; all
those who Practicc it have a good un crstanding.
IS fraisc endures foreverl ~ Psalm 1 10:1 1

« For | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of
your adversaries will be able to withstand or
contradict. ~ | uke 12:15



T wo Kinds of Wisdom

* Pe not wise in your own eyes; fearthe | ord, and turn away
from evil. ~ Proverbs 3:7

* \Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in
their own 5ightl ~ |saiah 5:2.1

1

* For my thoughts are notr?our thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the Lord. ~ lsaiah 55:8

* For the foolishness of (God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of (jod is stronger than men. ~ 1 Corinthians
1:25




T wo Kinds of Wisdom

Do ot deceive yourselye ﬁ H: any of you thfg you are
wise Y the standards of this age, 3ou should become

rools o that ou may bcc me wise or the wxs omo

this wor d Is Toolis ‘mcss In éod’s 515111: 5 1t IS writtcn

- _fc catches the wise L n their cra tiness”; . and agajn, “ | he

tord knows that the t
orinthians 5:18~20

]_26 catcrcs thc wise. in thcnr own cra{:tlncss and thc schcmcs
thc wily are brought to a qwck cnc}

gobﬁi
‘b ]rorci knows man’s thoughts that t ey are but a breath.
salm 94:1 1

€.

oughts o) thc wrsc are rutile. ~ I



T wo Kinds of Wisdom

e T he world’s wisdom is grccdg and self-absorbed:
'Jamcs 3:14, 15

* T he world’s wisdom is not of (God
e James 3:15-16

o [Daimoniodes ~ “that which is associated with demons”



T wo Kinds of Wisdom

e T hel ord’s wisdom s undcﬁ]cd, “gcnt]c and lowlg,”

conciliatorg, otherfocused, and self-evident:

. Jamcs 5:17
g Thc natural outcome of (God’s wisdom is peace
* James 3:18



K i ng 5olomon
Son of David and Pathsheba e

it 2
Ascended to the throne after [David o ‘; 4 .q
declared him king over his older ) . i'
brothcrAdonija%w (1 Kings i) .- | ?
|
:
'I
1

Solomon asks for and receives

wisdom from the | ord (l Kings
3:.744)

\‘?olomon’s wisdom was known
t roughout the nations (1 Kings
4:29-34)

His wisdom didn’t prevent him from
d’sobcying (10d (FKings i1)
e concluded that all his worlc”g

e

Pursuits were mcaninglcss and t
wholc dutg o{: man was to obcy tl':c

| ord (F cclesiastes 1, 12:13)




Wisdom from Hcavcn

* When Pridc comes, then comes disgracc, but with humilitg
comes wisdom. ~ [ roverbs 11:2

* Where there is strife, there is Pridc, but wisdom is found in
those who take advice. ~ Proverbs 13:10

1

* Fools give full vent to their rage, but the wise bring calmin
the end. ~ Frovcrbs 29:11

e | isten to advice and accept discip]inc, and at the end you
will be counted among the wise. ~ roverbs 19:20




Wisdom from Hcavcn

e Does not the ear test words, as the Pa]atc tastes its food? ~

Job 12:11

* Beloved, do not believe ever sPirit, but test the spirits to see
whether theg are from God, or many false Prophcts have gone
out into the world. ~ 1 _John 41

e Do not despise Prthecies, but test evergthing; hold fast what
IS good. ~ 1 | hessalonians 5:20-2 1

* Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thcssalonica;
thcg received the word with all ea erness, examining the
ScriPturcs daily to see if these t Ings were so.~ Acts 17:11



Wisdom from Hcavcn

» T["IC simP]f; believes cvcrgtlﬂning, but the Prudcnt gives
thought to his steps. ~ FProverbs 14:15

* The one who states his case first seems right, until the
other comes and examines him.~ Frovcrbs 18:17

* Now these Jews were more noble than those in
T hessalonica; thcg received the word with all cagerness,
examining the 5criptures daily to see if these things were
50.~Acts 1 7:11



“Christianitg does not rcquirc people to disrcgard their
reason, or to be credulous. lt does no cxPcct them to believe
angthing because others say it is so. It does not make it a dutg

t

’

o receive as undoubted truth all that sgnods and councils
have decreed; or all thatis advanced bg the ministers of
rc]igion. It is, more than any other form of rc]igion, the friend of
free incluirg, and would lead Pcop]c cvcrgwhcrc to understand
the reason of the oPinions which thcg entertain...Other
rcligions require their votaries to receive cvcrgthing UJDOFI trust;
Clristianity asks us to examine evcrything.’

~ Albert Barnes Notes on the Whole Bible




Qucstions for the Wise

» Furc — Isc?our{:aitl‘l “unmixed, una“ogcd, untainted” oris it
corrul:)tc bg cultural or Pcrsonal agcndas?

. Fcacc~Lovin%-Arc you Paticnt and kind, or alwags
S oilingTor a ight? Do you want to win the argument even
it it dcstrogs the person or puts distance between you? s it

about God or 3ou‘?

» (_onsiderate - Do you exhibit self-control? Do you
restrain 3oursc|{: when listcning? (_an you discern when to
stand firm and when to gicld‘?




Qucstions for the Wise

. éubmissivc ~-Do you welcome qucs’cions and cha“cngcs? Are you
unafraid of alternative Points of views? Are you open to changc when
Prcscntcc[ with new information?

1

e Full of mercy —~ As you as gracious toward others as (God is gracious
with you?

' fu" of good fruit —~ Are you a doer of the Word and notjust a hearer?
Do your words and actions reflect Gocl’s wisdom?

e ]mpartiaL—- Arc you open to all who seek to engage you orjust to
those whom you’re comfortable with?

. éinccrc ~ Are you transparent and rcal, without guilc or hidden
agendas?




I veryone then who hears these words of mine and
does them will be like a wise man who built his house
on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.

~Matthew 7:24-25
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