


The Book of Romans

Introduction and Romans 1:1-7



Romans at a Glance
• Written by Paul in 57 AD

• Paul’s longest letter (7,114 words)
• Sixth of the 13 letters attributed to Paul
• He had yet to visit the church in Rome

• He hoped to visit Rome on his way to Spain
• His best laid plans went awry, and his 1st visit was in chains
• He was martyred during his 2nd visit (64-68 AD)

• Roman church was already well-established
• No one knows how the church began (Acts 2:10)
• Romans mentioned 26 individuals and two families

• Phoebe delivered the letter to the church at Rome





Romans 1:1-7: The Main 
Players

•Paul
• Known throughout the Roman Empire as an apostle, 

evangelist, and church planter
• Arguably the most influential person in the New 

Testament other than Jesus
•The Roman Church

• Jewish and Gentile believers
• Fractures over non-essentials



Romans 1:1-7: Setting the 
Stage

•Romans 1-11establish doctrine
• Our inability to save ourselves through the Law & our 

need for a Savior
• God’s sacrifice of Jesus on the cross to justify us
• Our acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Savior and the 

beginning of sanctification
• God’s promise to Israel and how the Gentiles are 

integral to that promise
• The goal: a unified Roman church!



Romans 1:1-7: Setting the 
Stage

• Romans 12-16 establish practical application
• How love and grace work together to bring unity and peace 

among believers
• How we are to conduct ourselves as citizens under authority
• How we are to treat a struggling brother or sister
• How to have the same attitude toward each other that 

Christ has toward us
• Paul’s plans to visit Rome
• Paul’s gratitude to the men and women who supported his 

ministry



Romans 1:1-7
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set 
apart for the gospel of God—the gospel he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 
regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a descendant of 
David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed 
the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Through him we received grace and 
apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes 
from faith for his name’s sake. And you also are among those 
Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. To all in 
Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.



Observations
• Paul knew his new identity (Romans 1:1)

• Philippians 3:5-9
• Paul knew the prophecies were fulfilled in Christ (Romans 1:2-4)

• Acts 13:26-33
• Paul knew his mission (Romans 1:5-6)

• Acts 9:15
• Paul greeted fellow believers the same way

• “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ”
• Paul ordered the words in his greeting to have spiritual significance to the church
• Greetings in letters were customary, but he infused his with Christian character



Takeaways
•Know your identity is in Christ
•Know your mission
•Give grace as you have been given grace, and you 

will be a peacemaker




