
Prepare the Way of the Lord
Hope in the Good News (Mark 1:1-3)







There will be a quiz at the end!



The Hope of Mark’s Gospel Testimony

•Mark’s gospel is the earliest (circa 57-59 A.D.)

•“John Mark” was a relative of Barnabas

•“Spiritual son” of Peter (1 Peter 5:13)

•Missionary with Paul – “falling out” (Acts 13:3; 
15:37-39)

•Restored in hope! (Col. 4:10 & 2 Tim. 4:11)



Mark at Gethsemane?

“And a young man followed him, with nothing 
but a linen cloth about his body. And they 
seized him, but he left the linen cloth and ran 
away naked [emphasis added].”

(Mark 14:51-52, ESV)



“The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

(Mark 1:1, ESV)



The Power of Hope in a Verse

• εὐαγγελίου - The “gospel” is the good news of the 
fulfillment of God’s promises.

• Ἰησοῦ - iēsous is a transliteration of the Hebrew name 
Joshua, meaning “Yahweh is salvation” (i.e., is our 
savior).

• Χριστοῦ - The “Christ,” the Messiah and the Anointed 
one of God.

• υἱοῦ θεοῦ - to be of the same nature as God, enjoying 
the supreme love of God, supernatural ability, authority, 
united to him in affectionate intimacy, privy to his 
saving councils, obedient to the Father's will in all his 
acts. 



“For in this hope [the gospel] we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he 
sees? But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we wait for it with patience.” 

(Romans 8:24-25, ESV)



“As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet [the prophets], “Behold, I 
send my messenger before your 
face, who will prepare your way,” 

(Mark 1:2, ESV)



Isaiah
739-681 

B.C.

Malachi
440-400

B.C.



“the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’” 

(Mark 1:3, ESV)



“But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him, and by his wounds 
we are healed. We all, like sheep, have 
gone astray, each of us has turned to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.” 

(Isaiah 53:5-6, ESV)



“There is no earthly hope that 

lasts, that can sustain us. We are 

ultimately let down by people, 

events, injustice, and sadly… 

even our own selves.”



The Five “D’s” of Hope Destruction

1. Disappointment

2. Discouragement

3. Dread

4. Distancing

5. Despair



Jesus



Takeaways of Hope

1. Hope abides (is rooted in) God (1 Cor. 13:13) 

2. Our hope is the Gospel (Rom. 8:24)

3. Hope requires patience (Rom. 8:25)

4. Remember God’s faithfulness (Lam. 3:21-25)

5. We must “prepare the way” (1 Peter 3:15)



“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe 
also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may be also. And you know the way 
to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.  If you had known me, you would have known my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.”

(John 14:1-7, ESV)


