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Jamcs at a G‘ancc

* Written by the half-brother of Jesus
s Ya’aqov (Hebrew) or ]acobus (Grcek)
. Jamcs is the English derivative of the ]_Eatin, French, and

southern Euro]:)can derivatives of lacobus, which is itself

derived from the chrew
* Written around 50 A.D.
e 15tbook of the New | estament in order of authorship

* New | estament’s “book of wisdom” (Frovcrbs, Scrmon
on the Mount)



James 5. T he Main Flagcrs

°Jamcs

$ 1"‘16:::1d of the Jcrusalcm church
* T he Jewish (Christian cliasPora
e Acts 8:1,11:19




James 5: Sctting the Stagc

'Jamcs I

 [Find thcjo in trials and tribulation
e Ask (1od forwisdom

. Euman anger does not Producc the rightcousncss of
o

* Pe doers of the Word, notjus’c hearers

. Kcign in your tongues

* Pursue pure faith — care for the Iowlg and kcep 3ourscl{;
from bcmg corruptcd bg the world




James 5: Sctting the Stagc

'Jamesz
* Do not show favoritism
. fA\ violation of any Part of the law is a violation of the entire

aw
e Works are evidence of a living Fait['l

'Jam655
. Tcachcrs of the Gospcl are held to a highcr standard

. Watch your mouth!
. Can’t Praisc God & curse peo le made in His image with the same tongue
# 566‘( and c]isplag (Hod's wiscﬁ)m, not that of tﬁc world



James 5: Sctting the Stagc

s James 4

s Bat’cle the worldly desires that cause “Fights and quarrels
among you”

. “Fr)icndship with the world is enmity against (God” (James
44

¢ Humblc 9oursc|{: before (God, resist the dcvil, and “[ e will
lift you up” (James 4:10)

S Do not slander your brothers and sisters Uamcs 4:11-~1 2.)

e Put (God first in your Plans Uamcs 4:1%5~1 7)



Jamcs 5:1-6

Now listen, you rich Pcoplc, weep and wail because of the
misery fchat Is coming on you. Your wealth has rotted, and
moths have eaten yourc othes. Yourgold and silver are
corroded. | heir corrosion will tcstify against you and eat your
flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth'in thc}?ast days. | ook!
he wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your

ields are crying out against you. he cries of the harvesters
have reached tﬁc ears of théc},or Almighty. You have lived
on earth in |uxurg and self-in ulgcnce. ou have fattened

3oursc]ve5 in the dag of s]augttcr. You have condemned and

murdered the innocent one, who was not oPPosing you.




James 5:7-11

Pe Patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the | ord’s coming, See
how the farmer waits for the land to 3icld its valuable crop, Paticntlg
waiting for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be Patient and
stand firm, because the | ord’s coming is near. Donr’t grUmHe against
one another, brothers and sisters, or you will bcjudged. T he Judge
IS standing at the door! PBrothers and sisters, as an example of
Paticncc in the face of suﬁjcring, take the Proghets who sPolce in the
name of the Lorc}. As ﬂou know, we count as blessed those who have
Pcrscvcrec]. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen

what the | ord Fina"g brought about. | he | ordis full of comPassion

and mcrcy.



Jamcs 5:12

Abovc a", my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by
heaven or bg earth or bg an thing else. Al you need to say is
a simPlc “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will be condemned.



]s it a sin to be rich?

. tt lt ux th be di | ugh t
ylenatygek "ﬁﬂ c';j’e‘];”fth £t ,i’ffg;?,%, ieerad b 0ne
llgspro ts win ymglike an eagctowar eaven., ~

roverbs 2%: 5

: “But oe to you \l»\ého are nch for you have received your
conso ation. ~ e 6:24

N de su sald to !'n dxscxP es, “Truf:'g, Lsag to y {EJ on]g

c:u t3 w “ a.ric Pcrson entert Ingdom o
ecaven. am ]90 asrcr ora amcl to go

throu%t thc cye or an c} an ior a rich person to
enter 2 om of é el8: 255.4"



]s it a sin to be rich?

* No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one
and love the othcr, or he wi" be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and money. ~ Matthcw Py

> KCCP your life free from love of money, and be content with
what Eou have, forhe has said, 4] will never leave you nor

forsake you.” o chrcws 1%:5

* Forthe sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass;
its ﬂowcrfa“s, and its bcauty Pcrishcs. So also will the rich man
fade away in the midst of his Pursuits. ~ James 1:11



]s it a sin to be rich?

e But those who desire to be rich fallinto temptation, into a
snare, into many senseless and haf__m{:ul desires that Plungc
pcoPIC into ruin and destruction. [Tor the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evils. |t is through this craving that some
have wandered away from the faith and Picrcc themselves

with many pangs. ~ I Timothg 6:9-10

* | or you say, | am rich, | have Prospcrcd, and | need
nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, Pitiablc, poor,

blind, and naked. ~ Revelation 3:17



|s it a sin to be rich?
> R.ichbpcol:)‘c in the Bible

ral‘lam

. How Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. ~
enesis 135:2
‘lsaac
. Lsaa Pla{!ﬂ:ed crops in that Iaéd and the same year rca]:)cd a

%n re old, because the | ORD blessed him. ~ (Genesis
26:12

» Jacob
e |nthis wagd:hé:knza; %EW e ccedingl prosperous and came to

ownliar e tlo nd female and male servants, and camels

and don eys. ~ (1enesis 30:43



. Rich

+ Jo

]s it a sin to be rich?

Peoplc in the Bible

He had seven sons and three diughtclrs,fnd he owned seve
thousanj ;hc oF three thousand camels, five hundrcggok o
oxen and i cf\und cjdon eys, and had a large num iro
scrvants. "‘Lc was the greatest man among a | the people of the
I ast.~ Job 1:2-%

1 f\o{:tcxljgb had Pri?cd for his friends, the Eorircstorc?cit)if;

rtunes and gave him twice as much as he had before.

42:10

he | ord ble 5Ec1 the latter part of Job's life more than the
ormer part. | |e ad fourteen tiousand 5hccl:>, six thousand
iazmiczs, a thousand yoke or oxen and a thousand don eys. ~ Job



]s it a sin to be rich?
» Rich PCOP]C in the PBible

. Jcsus’ benefactors

o Afterthis, Jesus traveled about from one town and
vil age to another, roclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of (Hod. ‘?hc T welve were with him, and also
some women who had been cured of evil sPirits and
diseases: ﬁﬁary (called Magdalcnc) from whom seven
demons had come out; Joanna the wife of (_huza, the
manager of Herod’s ]"IOUSCI’TOld; 5u5anna; and many

othcrs. thsc women were hcll:)ing to suPPort thcm out
of their own means. ~ | uke 8:1-3




]s it a sin to be rich?
» Rich Pcoplc in the Bible

C Jcsus’ Bcnc{:actors

: Joscph of Arimathea, a{f)romincnt member of the

gounm , Who was himsel waiting forthe ‘dngdom of
od, went boldly to Filate and asked for Jcsus’

bodg. e Mark 15:4%

* Now there was a [harisee, a man named Nicodemus
who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. ~

John 5:1



(10d’s advice to the rich

. Eon’t make bcing rich 3ourgoal (Matthcw 6:19-21;
uke 12:1 5)

. (/l_sf_c your wealth to do good works (Frovcrbs 22:9;
i imothg 6:17-19)

. %mcmbcr and honor the source ofyour wealth
cuteronomy 8:1 8)

on’t presume your wealth is a sign of (10d’s favor

atthf;w 5:4-5)



«F—

" irst, dcspxtc all PL tests to the contr rg tits base th
cult o{: ros crltg 'e) crs a man-ccntcrc rat er tha C'ﬂ‘
ccntc n though onc IS rcgularl tord that lt
to o own g org t at *\'Nc ould prosper, tfic af ca] IS
g it

s made to our own se ness ancl sense o
K ct the onlg one who could possi icllcvc this non-
ca nonsense 1s someone who wan(?s to, and ‘T e only
reason one woul d want to 15rEccausc or its appea to oné’s

SCH:IS Ncss

ot Gordon D Fcc, “Thc Discase of the Hcalth and Wcalth GOSPels”



ccond thls Fa]sc cl rcscntsat ta" {:a cthc
Qopci p
f |vm% nt c estam nt as wc ?ﬁ
ove an glvmg are rcélc IS mcrcg, an er orc

In thcwcvcrg cxPrc sion tﬁcg are un ondlti

an §|vcs,a or: lvcs——uncon |tionaf),no strings
attac 'T-\ L‘uman response tq divine grace i gra tu c,
w |c eXp rcsscs ltscH: inide th?] uncon ltlonafl

VIn vin eculto rosperity, on the ot er
S ﬁ’ nd tcl(g t%at we are to glvc m or. cr to get. ?

oves,

~(Gordon D. Fee, “T he Disease of the Health and Wealth Gospcls”



Fatience in advcrsitg

'Thc perseverance of the farmeris an analogg used

throughout 5criPturc Uamcs 5:7~8)

: Don’t take your frustrations out on your brother or

sister Uamcs 5:9)
. ]:o"ow the cxamplc of the saints Uamcs 5:10-~1 i)
*Pe truthful at all times (James 5:12)



Bountiful Egc

5 Do not ncglcct to do good and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices are Plcasing to (1od. ~

Hebrews 13:16

* Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due,
whenitis in your power to do it. ~ Proverbs 3:27

e Butif anyone has the world's %‘oods and sees his
brotherin need, yet closes his heart aﬁainst him, how

does (God's love abide in him?~ 1 _John 3:17



You shall give to him Frecly,
and your heart shall not be
grudging when you give to
him, because for this the
| ord your (God will bless
you in all your work and in
all that you undertake. f:or
there will never cease to be
oor in the land.
E}'I‘lcreforc | command you,
You shall open wide your
hand to your brothcr, to
the nccdg and to the poor,
In yourland.’
w1 Dcutcronomy 15:10~11




out clothes and ally ood. ﬁ:onc
you says to thc:ﬂw “(10 1N peace;
eé&p warm and we fe i bul: oe
nit Ing about t cirphgsica needs,
what good Is 1t

WS{i:ELPPos abrothcré)r, sisteri

~Jamcs 2:16
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