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may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to make you 
strong— 12 that is, that you 
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that I might have a harvest 
among you, just as I have had 
among the other Gentiles.
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to come to you.
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• To impart some spiritual gift

• To make them strong

• To equip them for what lay 
ahead 
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Global Obligation

• Obligation (indebtedness) to both

• Greek – Wise

• Non-Greek – Foolish

• See 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

• Paul’s desire was to reach ALL 
regardless of their cultural or ethnic 
background

14 I am obligated both to 
Greeks and non-Greeks, 
both to the wise and the 
foolish. 15 That is why I am 
so eager to preach the 
gospel also to you who are 
in Rome.
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Gospel Motivation

• Unashamed of the Gospel

• Definition of the Gospel - 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

• Christ died for our sins.

• He was buried.

• He was raised on the third day.

• The Gospel is the POWER of God for salvation!

• The Gospel is for Everyone 

• The Gospel is about Righteousness

➢How we get it

➢How we maintain it

16For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who 
believes: first to the 
Jew, then to the 
Gentile. 17 For in the gospel 
the righteousness of God is 
revealed—a righteousness 
that is by faith from first to 
last, just as it is written: 
“The righteous will live by 
faith.”
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So…why was Paul so 
passionate about 
the Gospel?



vv. 17 - 32

Romans 1



18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth 
by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For 
since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that people are 
without excuse.

Romans 1:18-20



21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal 
human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

Romans 1:21-23



24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with 
one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, 
and worshiped and served created things rather than the 
Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

Romans 1:24-25



26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even 
their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural 
ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one 
another. Men committed shameful acts with other men and 
received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

Romans 1:26-27



28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to 
retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a 
depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 
29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, 
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit 
and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, 
arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they 
disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, 
no love, no mercy. 

Romans 1:28-31



32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who 
do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these 
very things but also approve of those who practice them.

Romans 1:32



The Lostness of Mankind in Adam

• They know that there is a God 

• They see Him in nature but disregard Him

• They continue to live by their own rules 

• They want a god, so they make their own 

• They create idols of people/relationships

• They do whatever feels good and feels right

• They live independently of God

• They dream up all kinds of ways to get their needs met

• They eventually stop feeling remorse about wrongdoing
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The Wrath of God

• Greek word for "wrath" is "orgē.”

• We must understand God's wrath in the context of His perfect and 
holy nature.

• God's wrath is a just and purposeful expression of His righteous 
judgment, a natural consequence of rejecting the truth and 
choosing to live in independence and disobedience.

• The Gospel is God’s Invitation to all mankind to be saved from this 
wrath

• Those who do not have faith in Christ will experience it

• Sin results in DEATH



Romans 2:1-4 NLT

1You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just 
as bad, and you have no excuse! When you say they are wicked 
and should be punished, you are condemning yourself, for you 
who judge others do these very same things. 2And we know that 
God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does such things. 
3Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think 
you can avoid God’s judgment when you do the same things? 



There’s A
BIG Problem

in the
Church!



There’s A
BIG Problem

in the
Church!

Is it 
HYPOCRISY?



There’s A
BIG Problem

in the
Church!

Is it 
HYPOCRISY?



There’s A
BIG Problem

in the
Church!

Is it 
HYPOCRISY?



There’s A
BIG Problem

in the
Church!

Is it 
HYPOCRISY?



There’s A
BIG Problem

in the
Church!

Is it 
HYPOCRISY?



Romans 2:4 NLT

4Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God 
is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that 
his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin? 



The True Source of Righteousness?

• Given by Jesus, not produced by my effort

• Received by faith, not a result of works



1 Corinthians 15:1-4

15 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which 
you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if 
you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, 
you have believed in vain.

3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures,



1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God 
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 
believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.



1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God 
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 
believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.



1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God 
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 
believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.



1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God 
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 
believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.



1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For 
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God 
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 
believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than human strength.



People and the World are a Mess!



People and the World are a Mess!

• Godless

• Wicked

• Suppressors of the Truth

• New Better

• Ungrateful

• Idolaters

• Sexually immoral

• Adultery

• Incest

• Sodomy

• Envy 

• Murder

• Deceit

• Gossip

• Slanderers

• God-haters

• Insolence

• Arrogance

• Boastfulness

• Disobedience of Parents
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