
Rooted in Truth: Growing Where God
Plants Us

In the beginning God placed us in His goodness, but through
deception came death and displacement. We must be replanted in
truth to obtain life in Christ.

The God of Truth

Titus 1:1-2
New Living Translation
Greetings from Paul
1 This letter is from Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ. I have
been sent to proclaim faith to[a] those God has chosen and to teach them to
know the truth that shows them how to live godly lives. 2 This truth gives them
confidence that they have eternal life, which God—who does not lie—promised
them before the world began.

● The God of all truth, sends messengers to build the faith of His chosen
ones.

● In order to live a godly life we must know the truth.
● When you know and live by the truth, you are gifted with God’s promise of

eternal life.
● God does not, and cannot lie!!!!

Numbers 23:19
New Living Translation
19 God is not a man, so he does not lie.

He is not human, so he does not change his mind.
Has he ever spoken and failed to act?

Has he ever promised and not carried it through?

● Since God doesn’t lie it’s foolish not to respond in obedience.
● His word doesn’t change for men or even angels.



God Roots in Truth

Genesis 2:7-9
New Living Translation
7 Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed
the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person.

8 Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he placed
the man he had made. 9 The Lord God made all sorts of trees grow up from the
ground—trees that were beautiful and that produced delicious fruit. In the middle
of the garden he placed the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.

● Adam and Eve were surrounded by God’s things, and everything He made
was good.

Genesis 2:15-17
New Living Translation
15 The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over
it. 16 But the Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in
the garden— 17 except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its
fruit, you are sure to die.”

● When God speaks it’s the truth alone.
● The tree of the knowledge of good and evil wasn’t deadly until there was a

law given. The law introduced an opportunity for sin, and sin always brings
death.

● When we choose to sin against God the payment is death.
● If we obey the truth we will live!

But if we sin….

1 John 2:1-6
New Living Translation



2 My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is
Jesus Christ, the one who is truly righteous. 2 He himself is the sacrifice that
atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins of all the world.

3 And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments. 4 If
someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that
person is a liar and is not living in the truth. 5 But those who obey God’s word
truly show how completely they love him. That is how we know we are living in
him. 6 Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.

The Devil Roots in Lies

Genesis 3:1-13
New Living Translation
The Man and Woman Sin
3 The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made.
One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from
any of the trees in the garden?”

2 “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. 3
“It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed
to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’”

4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes
will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good
and evil.”

6 The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit
looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took
some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it, too. 7 At that moment their eyes were opened, and they
suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to
cover themselves.



8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man[a] and his wife heard
the Lord God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the Lord God among
the trees. 9 Then the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”

10 He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I
was naked.”

11 “Who told you that you were naked?” the Lord God asked. “Have you eaten
from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?”

12 The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I
ate it.”

13 Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done?”

“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.”

Uprooted

Genesis 3:20-23
New Living Translation
Paradise Lost: God’s Judgment
20 Then the man—Adam—named his wife Eve, because she would be the
mother of all who live.[a] 21 And the Lord God made clothing from animal skins
for Adam and his wife.

22 Then the Lord God said, “Look, the human beings[b] have become like us,
knowing both good and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life,
and eat it? Then they will live forever!” 23 So the Lord God banished them from
the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from which he
had been made.

Awakened to Truth

Luke 15:11-32
New Living Translation



Parable of the Lost Son
11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons.
12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before
you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.

13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a
distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time
his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve.
15 He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields
to feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he
was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything.

17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the
hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I
will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven
and you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me
on as a hired servant.”’

20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son,
embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your
son.[a]’

22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house
and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the
calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of
mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’
So the party began.

● The son didn’t desire to live in the house his father provided anymore and
immediately began living in sin.

● Only the threat of death brought Him back to his senses.
● He began to reflect on the goodness of his father’s house.



The Way to the Father’s House

John 14:1-6
New King James Version
The Way, the Truth, and the Life
14 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In
My Father’s house are many [a]mansions; if it were not so, [b]I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be
also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way you know.”

5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can
we know the way?”

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.

1 Corinthians 15:21-22
New King James Version
21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the
dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.

Born in Sin, Reborn in Truth

John 3:1-20
New Living Translation
3 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a
Pharisee. 2 After dark one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he
said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are
evidence that God is with you.”

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again,[a] you cannot see
the Kingdom of God.”

4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back
into his mother’s womb and be born again?”



5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without
being born of water and the Spirit.[b] 6 Humans can reproduce only human life,
but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.[c] 7 So don’t be surprised when I
say, ‘You[d] must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as
you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so
you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”

9 “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.

10 Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t
understand these things? 11 I assure you, we tell you what we know and have
seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. 12 But if you don’t believe me
when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you
about heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But
the Son of Man[e] has come down from heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the
bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
15 so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.[f]

16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave[g] his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent
his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.

18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who
does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one
and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into
the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions
were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their
sins will be exposed.


