Abundant Life: The Love Cycle -God's
Love For Us

God’s love for us was displayed through the gift of life in Jesus Christ.

Are You Convinced?

Romans 8:28-39 New Living Translation
28 And we know that God causes everything to work together[a] for the good of
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.

God'’s Love in Action: Crisis, Sacrifice, Covering, Redemption

The Process:
God finds us in crisis, and because He loves us a sacrifice is made to cover
us and bring us into redemption.

29 For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his
Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn[b] among many brothers and sisters.
30 And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called
them, he gave them right standing with himself. And having given them right
standing, he gave them his glory. 31 What shall we say about such wonderful
things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us?

e Are you convinced that God is for you?

32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he
also give us everything else? 33 Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen
for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing with himself.
34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was
raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God'’s right hand,
pleading for us.



e Sacrifice - Christ died for us
e Covering - Christ was raised to life for us
e Redemption - Christ is honored at God’s right hand, pleading for us.

35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love?
e Why aren’t you convinced?

Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are
persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 36
(As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being
slaughtered like sheep.”’[c]) 37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory
is ours through Christ, who loved us. 38 And | am convinced that nothing can
ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons,[d] neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even
the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky
above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to
separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Love Cycle

God’s Love For Us
Loving God Back
Self-Love

Loving Others

God’s Love in Action: Crisis, Sacrifice, Covering, Redemption
The Process:

God finds us in crisis, and because He loves us a sacrifice is made to cover
us and bring us into redemption.

The Tower

Erin Collins Prophecy



On the Sunday before the roof of the tower collapsed, Erin Collins received a
word from the Lord concerning our ministry.

Crisis
The day after the prophecy, our tower collapsed, destroying our prayer room,
balcony, areas of the sanctuary, and basement.

Nothing can separate us from His love! He tells me, “I'm in this, see me standing
here. Whose problem is this?

Sacrifice

Pastor Kris Browning visits the same day and offers Shawnee Alliance Church
indefinitely.

Covering

We assemble there under their roof for a year while our building is being
repaired.

Redemption

Our building is completed with more remodeling and redemption than we
imagined.

Adam & Eve

Crisis

Genesis 3:1-7

New Living Translation

The Man and Woman Sin

3 The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made.
One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from
any of the trees in the garden?” 2 “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in
the garden,” the woman replied. 3 “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of
the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, “You must not eat it or even



m”m

touch it; if you do, you will die.” 4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the
woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and
you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” 6 The woman was convinced.
She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted
the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. 7 At that
moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their
nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.

Sacrifice

Genesis 3:21
New Living Translation
21 And the Lord God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.

Covering

Genesis 3:21
New Living Translation
21 And the Lord God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.

Genesis 3:22-24

New Living Translation

22 Then the Lord God said, “Look, the human beings[a] have become like us,
knowing both good and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life,
and eat it? Then they will live forever!” 23 So the Lord God banished them from
the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from which he
had been made. 24 After sending them out, the Lord God stationed mighty
cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword that
flashed back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

Redemption

Genesis 3:14-15
New Living Translation
14 Then the Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, you are cursed



more than all animals, domestic and wild.
You will crawl on your belly,
groveling in the dust as long as you live.
15 And | will cause hostility between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring.
He will strike[a] your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

The Prodigal’s Son

Luke 15:11-32

New Living Translation

Parable of the Lost Son

11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons.
12 The younger son told his father, ‘| want my share of your estate now before
you die.” So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 13 “A few
days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant
land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his
money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15
He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to
feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was
feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything.17 “When he
finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants
have food enough to spare, and here | am dying of hunger! 18 | will go home to
my father and say, “Father, | have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and |
am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired
servant.” 20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long
way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his
son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, | have
sinned against both heaven and you, and | am no longer worthy of being called
your son.[a]’ 22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe
in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet.
23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24
for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now
he is found.” So the party began. 25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields
working. When he returned home, he heard music and dancing in the house, 26
and he asked one of the servants what was going on. 27 “Your brother is back,’



he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating
because of his safe return.” 28 “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in.
His father came out and begged him, 29 but he replied, ‘All these years I've
slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in
all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends.
30 Yet when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on
prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’ 31 “His father said to him,
‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything | have is yours.
32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come
back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!”

Crisis
Luke 15:13 New Living Translation
13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a

distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time
his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve.

Sacrifice

Luke 15:23
New Living Translation
23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast,

Covering

Luke 15:22

New Living Translation

22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house
and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet.

Redemption

Luke 15:24-32 New Living Translation
32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come
back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!”



Our Lives

Ephesians 2:1-9 New Living Translation

2 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You
used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the
commander of the powers in the unseen world.[a] He is the spirit at work in the
hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live that way,
following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very
nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 4 But God is so
rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead
because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is
only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from the dead
along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are
united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples
of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he
has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. 8 God saved you by his grace
when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9
Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can
boast about it.

Crisis
Ephesians 2:1-2 New Living Translation

2 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You
used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the
commander of the powers in the unseen world.[a] He is the spirit at work in the
hearts of those who refuse to obey God.

Sacrifice

Ephesians 2:4-5 New Living Translation

4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we
were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the
dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!)



Covering

Ephesians 2:7-8 New Living Translation

7 So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth

of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are
united with Christ Jesus. 8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And
you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God.

Redemption

Ephesians 2:6

New Living Translation

6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.

John 3:16

New Living Translation

16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave[a] his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life

God’s Love in Action: Crisis, Sacrifice, Covering, Redemption

God’s Love in Action: Christ is the sacrifice, our covering and our
redemption.
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