
Good News: Carriers 
Lives surrendered to the presence and power of God. 

“Read Aloud” 
2 Corinthians 4 New Living Translation 
Treasure in Fragile Clay Jars 
Therefore, since God in his mercy has given us this new way,[a] we never give 
up. 2 We reject all shameful deeds and underhanded methods. We don’t try to 
trick anyone or distort the word of God. We tell the truth before God, and all who 
are honest know this. 3 If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is 
hidden only from people who are perishing. 4 Satan, who is the god of this world, 
has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the 
glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the 
glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 5 You see, we don’t go around 
preaching about ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord, and we 
ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let there be 
light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know 
the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 We now have this light 
shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this 
great treasure.[b] This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from 
ourselves. 8 We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. 
We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. 9 We are hunted down, but never 
abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed. 10 
Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the 
life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. 11 Yes, we live under constant 
danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be evident 
in our dying bodies. 12 So we live in the face of death, but this has resulted in 
eternal life for you. 13 But we continue to preach because we have the same 
kind of faith the psalmist had when he said, “I believed in God, so I spoke.”[c] 14 
We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus,[d] will also raise us with Jesus 
and present us to himself together with you. 15 All of this is for your benefit. And 
as God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, 
and God will receive more and more glory. 16 That is why we never give up. 
Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are[e] being renewed every day. 17 For 
our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a 
glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 18 So we don’t look at the 



troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. 
For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will 
last forever. 
 
Open Carry 

In the state of Ohio as long as you’re not prohibited from carrying a firearm you can 
open carry at the age of 18. 
 

●​ God is looking for more open carriers as it relates to His Spirit. 
●​ There’s a boldness that people who open carry weapons walk around with. 

 
Acts 4:29-31 New Living Translation 
29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great 
boldness in preaching your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with healing power; 
may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus.” 31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness. 
 

●​ After turning my life over to God in Columbus, I began reading the bible 
more and more. On many occasions when I opened it, it would be on 
Isaiah 61. It seemed like the finger of God was the bookmark there, 
causing a divine crease in my bible.  
 

Isaiah 61:1-3 King James Version 
61 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 3 To appoint unto them 
that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be 
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. 

●​ This was my call into ministry and not long after the Lord sent me back to 
Lima to help at this church. 

●​ But first something else needed to happen. 
 
Acts 1:1-8 New Living Translation 



1 In my first book[a] I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do 
and teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen 
apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit. 3 During the forty days after 
he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he 
proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them 
about the Kingdom of God. 4 Once when he was eating with them, he 
commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he 
promised, as I told you before. 5 John baptized with[b] water, but in just a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6 So when the apostles were with 
Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and 
restore our kingdom?” 7 He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set 
those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 
telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 

●​ In order to be carriers of the good news we must first receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon us. 

 
Luke 11:9-13 New Living Translation 
9 “And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep 
on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to 
you. 10 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 “You fathers—if your children 
ask[a] for a fish, do you give them a snake instead? 12 Or if they ask for an egg, 
do you give them a scorpion? Of course not! 13 So if you sinful people know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him. 
 

●​ My sister Belinda and I shared an apartment at the time, and I had the 
master bedroom with a walk-in closet. I would go inside and lie on the floor 
with my mouth open asking God to fill me with Himself.  

●​ I had one of my first open visions of being transported to a desert, lying on 
my back. I then extended my hand up to God and offered Him a rock. The 
next thing I saw was the arm or God swing down from Heaven and knock it 
out of my hand. 



●​ God gave us something of great value when He gave us Jesus. He wants 
something of great value in return. He wants what He paid for. 

●​ He wants those made in His image to carry His glory, not rocks. 
●​ How many of you have given God a rock instead of your whole heart? As if 

He doesn’t know the difference. 
 
Ezekiel 36:24-27 New Living Translation 
24 For I will gather you up from all the nations and bring you home again to your 
land. 25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. Your filth 
will be washed away, and you will no longer worship idols. 26 And I will give you 
a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn 
heart and give you a tender, responsive heart.[a] 27 And I will put my Spirit in you 
so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations. 
 
Postured for Power 

Acts 1:4 New Living Translation 
4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave 
Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 
 

●​ Were they willing and obedient? Are we? 
 
Acts 2:1-21 New Living Translation 
On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 
Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, 
and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or 
tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present 
was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the 
Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 5 At that time there were devout Jews from 
every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone 
came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being 
spoken by the believers. 7 They were completely amazed. "How can this be?" 
they exclaimed. "These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them 
speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are-Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of 
Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, 
visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. 



And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the 
wonderful things God has done!" 12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. 
"What can this mean?" they asked each other. 13 But others in the crowd 
ridiculed them, saying, "They're just drunk, that's all!" 14 Then Peter stepped 
forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, "Listen 
carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake 
about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine 
o'clock in the morning is much too early for that. 16 No, what you see was 
predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: 17 'In the last days,' God says, 'I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young 
men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 18 In those days I will 
pour out my Spirit even on my servants-men and women alike- and they will 
prophesy. 19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the 
earth below- blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20 The sun will become dark, 
and the moon will turn blood red before that great and glorious day of the Lord 
arrives. 21 But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.' 
 
Willingness to Pay the Price 

Luke 9:57-62 New Living Translation 
The Cost of Following Jesus 
57 As they were walking along, someone said to Jesus, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” 58 But Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens to live in, and birds 
have nests, but the Son of Man has no place even to lay his head.” 59 He said to 
another person, “Come, follow me.” The man agreed, but he said, “Lord, first let 
me return home and bury my father.” 60 But Jesus told him, “Let the spiritually 
dead bury their own dead![a] Your duty is to go and preach about the Kingdom of 
God.” 61 Another said, “Yes, Lord, I will follow you, but first let me say good-bye 
to my family.” 62 But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and 
then looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God.” 
 
Romans 12:1-2 New Living Translation 
12 And so, dear brothers and sisters,[a] I plead with you to give your bodies to 
God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.[b] 
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you 



into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know 
God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 
 
John 4:23-24 New Living Translation 
23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will 
worship him that way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth. 
 
What Not to Carry 

1 John 4:1-6 New Living Translation 
4 Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You 
must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many 
false prophets in the world. 2 This is how we know if they have the Spirit of God: 
If a person claiming to be a prophet[a] acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a 
real body, that person has the Spirit of God. 3 But if someone claims to be a 
prophet and does not acknowledge the truth about Jesus, that person is not from 
God. Such a person has the spirit of the Antichrist, which you heard is coming 
into the world and indeed is already here. 4 But you belong to God, my dear 
children. You have already won a victory over those people, because the Spirit 
who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world. 5 Those people 
belong to this world, so they speak from the world’s viewpoint, and the world 
listens to them. 6 But we belong to God, and those who know God listen to us. If 
they do not belong to God, they do not listen to us. That is how we know if 
someone has the Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception. 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 New King James Version 
7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a 
sound mind. 
 
Colossians 3:1-4 New Living Translation 
3 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the 
realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 2 
Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For you died to this 
life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And when Christ, who is 
your[a] life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory. 



 
What to Carry 

Carry Your Cross 
Matthew 16:24 New Living Translation 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you 
must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 
 
Carry The New Nature 
Colossians 3:10 New Living Translation 
10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator 
and become like him. 
 
Carry the Frut of the Spirit 
Galatians 5:22-23 New Living Translation 
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. 
There is no law against these things! 
 
Carry Good Works 
Matthew 5:13-16 New Living Translation 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can 
you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as 
worthless. 14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be 
hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp 
is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will 
praise your heavenly Father. 
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