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Learning Our Identity in Christ: More Love, More 
Power 

 
 
 
God With Us 

Matthew 1:18-23​ New Living Translation (NLT) 

18 ​This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged 

to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was 

still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. ​19 

Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want 

to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement​[​a​]​ quietly. 

20 ​As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. 

“Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as 

your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. ​21 ​And 

she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus,​[​b​]​ for he will save his 

people from their sins.” 

22 ​All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: 

23  

“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! 

    ​She will give birth to a son, 

and they will call him Immanuel,​[​c​] 

    ​which means ‘God is with us.’” 

 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-23&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23140a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-23&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23142b
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-23&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23144c
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The Messiah’s Message Alive in Us 

 
Colossians 1:26-29​ New Living Translation (NLT) 

26 ​This message was kept secret for centuries and generations past, but now 

it has been revealed to God’s people. ​27 ​For God wanted them to know that 

the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And this is the 

secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory. 

28 ​So we tell others about Christ, warning everyone and teaching everyone 

with all the wisdom God has given us. We want to present them to God, 

perfect​[​a​]​ in their relationship to Christ. ​29 ​That’s why I work and struggle so 

hard, depending on Christ’s mighty power that works within me. 

 
Where, Why, and How We Live 

 
Acts 17:28​ New King James Version (NKJV) 

28 ​for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own 

poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 

 
 
John 10:22-38​ New Living Translation (NLT) 

22 ​It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time of Hanukkah, 

the Festival of Dedication. ​23 ​He was in the Temple, walking through the 

section known as Solomon’s Colonnade. ​24 ​The people surrounded him and 

asked, “How long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the 

Messiah, tell us plainly.” 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A26-29&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29454a
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25 ​Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe me. The 

proof is the work I do in my Father’s name. ​26 ​But you don’t believe me 

because you are not my sheep. ​27 ​My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, 

and they follow me. ​28 ​I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No 

one can snatch them away from me, ​29 ​for my Father has given them to me, 

and he is more powerful than anyone else.​[​a​]​ No one can snatch them from 

the Father’s hand. ​30 ​The Father and I are one.” 

31 ​Once again the people picked up stones to kill him. ​32 ​Jesus said, “At my 

Father’s direction I have done many good works. For which one are you 

going to stone me?” 

33 ​They replied, “We’re stoning you not for any good work, but for 

blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

34 ​Jesus replied, “It is written in your own Scriptures​[​b​]​ that God said to 

certain leaders of the people, ‘I say, you are gods!’​[​c​]​ ​35 ​And you know that 

the Scriptures cannot be altered. So if those people who received God’s 

message were called ‘gods,’ ​36 ​why do you call it blasphemy when I say, ‘I 

am the Son of God’? After all, the Father set me apart and sent me into the 

world. ​37 ​Don’t believe me unless I carry out my Father’s work. ​38 ​But if I do 

his work, believe in the evidence of the miraculous works I have done, even 

if you don’t believe me. Then you will know and understand that the Father 

is in me, and I am in the Father.” 

 

1 John 4:4​ Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 

4 ​Little children, you are of God [you belong to Him] and have [already] 

defeated ​and​ overcome them [the agents of the antichrist], because He Who 

lives in you is greater (mightier) than he who is in the world. 

 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+10%3A22-38&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26476a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+10%3A22-38&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26481b
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+10%3A22-38&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26481c
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God’s Guarantee, Him in Me! 

 
Ephesians 1:13-14​ New Living Translation (NLT) 

13 ​And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God 

saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own​[​a​] 

by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago. ​14 ​The Spirit is 

God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he promised and that he 

has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we would praise and 

glorify him. 

 

One Eternal Spirit 

 
John 3:16​ New King James Version (NKJV) 

16 ​For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 
 
 
All in the Name of Love 

John 14:23-27​ New Living Translation (NLT) 

23 ​Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love 

them, and we will come and make our home with each of them. ​24 ​Anyone 

who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my words are not my 

own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me. ​25 ​I am telling 

you these things now while I am still with you. ​26 ​But when the Father sends 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A13-14&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29180a
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the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach 

you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you. 

27 ​“I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I 

give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. 

 
 
 
You Shall Receive Power 

 
Acts 1:8​ New Living Translation (NLT) 

8 ​But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 

will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 

throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 
Snake Shakers 

 
Acts 28:1-6​ New Living Translation (NLT) 

Once we were safe on shore, we learned that we were on the island of Malta. 

2 ​The people of the island were very kind to us. It was cold and rainy, so 

they built a fire on the shore to welcome us. 

3 ​As Paul gathered an armful of sticks and was laying them on the fire, a 

poisonous snake, driven out by the heat, bit him on the hand. ​4 ​The people 

of the island saw it hanging from his hand and said to each other, “A 

murderer, no doubt! Though he escaped the sea, justice will not permit him 

to live.” ​5 ​But Paul shook off the snake into the fire and was unharmed. ​6 ​The 

people waited for him to swell up or suddenly drop dead. But when they had 

waited a long time and saw that he wasn’t harmed, they changed their 

minds and decided he was a god. 
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Satan Fell Under Your Feet 

 
Luke 10:18-20​ New Living Translation (NLT) 

18 ​“Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning! ​19 ​Look, I 

have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk 

among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. ​20 ​But 

don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are 

registered in heaven.” 

 

We Have the Strength of God 

Philippians 4:13​ New Living Translation (NLT) 

13 ​For I can do everything through Christ,​[​a​]​ who gives me strength. 

 

 

Philippians 4:13​ Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 

13 ​I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me [I am ready for 

anything and equal to anything through Him Who ​[​a​]​infuses inner strength 

into me; I am ​[​b​]​self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency]. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A13&version=NLT;AMPC#fen-NLT-29416a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A13&version=NLT;AMPC#fen-AMPC-29454a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A13&version=NLT;AMPC#fen-AMPC-29454b
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God-Powered 

Ephesians 3:16​ Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 

16 ​May He grant you out of the rich treasury of His glory to be strengthened 

and​ reinforced with mighty power in the inner man by the [Holy] Spirit 

[Himself indwelling your innermost being and personality]. 

 
 
 


