Are You In? Experiencing the New! Pt. 2

The foundation of experiencing the new life is in relationship with God.

A Heart to Heart

2 Corinthians 5:17 King James Version
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.

‘I've grow frustrated with my walk at times with Christ, when | don’t see the fruit
or the power the bible says we’re supposed to experience. It's not that something
is wrong with God, or the new life that He has for us in Christ, I'm just not always
in! Fully committed, fully faithful, fully in love! We know all about the new life God
has for us but are we in? When you’re in there should be evidence and
transformation. Are we in love, in identity, in faith, in purpose? How will we know
we're IN the new?

2 Corinthians 5:17 King James Version
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are

passed away: behold, all things are become new.

Read aloud together:

1 John 4:16-18 New Living Translation

16 We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God
is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17 And as we
live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of
judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here
in this world.18 Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we
are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully
experienced his perfect love.



Are You In? Evidence of the New Nature

2 Corinthians 5:17 King James Version
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Galatians 5:16-25 New King James Version

16 | say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17
For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these
are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of
the flesh (ALL THAT IS IN THIS WORLD IS, THE EVIDENCE OF THE FLESH IS
EVIDENT) are evident, which are: [a]adultery, [b]fornication, uncleanness,
lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath,
selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, [clmurders, drunkenness,
revelries, and the like; of which | tell you beforehand, just as | also told you in
time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 [d]gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And
those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

e |S, is the evidence of IN!

e Walk IN the Spirit, and you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh, because the
fruit of the Spirit IS!!!

e So are you in the Spirit or are you in the lust of the flesh?

SERMON ILLUSTRATION:
The big container represents God.
The water inside the big container represents His Spirit, will and desires.

The air represents all that is in this world, LUST....

The lighters represent our sinful will and desires.



The strainer represents the sinner’s spiritual nature before being born again. All it
can hold is air/lust.

The bottle represents our being a new creation in Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:17 King James Version

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.

The lighter (our sinful will and desires) burns/sins like crazy when in the
world/air/lust

But when we are IN the spirit/water and full of the spirit, we cannot fulfill the lust
of the flesh.

But the moment you come out of the water/spirit, and back into a sinful/lustful
atmosphere the fire can and will burn again.

What happens when you begin to neglect your spiritual life?

As God’s spirit is depleted, the world comes rushing in again, and you begin
looking and behaving like your old nature as sin is able to burn again.

So don'’t be filled with wine, but be filled with the Spirit.

Don'’t be filled with things that introduce the world to your environment.

Enduring Testing and Temptation

James 1:12-27 New Living Translation

12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward
they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.
13 And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, “God is tempting
me.” God is never tempted to do wrong,[a] and he never tempts anyone else. 14
Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. 15



These desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it
gives birth to death. 16 So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. 17
Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father,
who created all the lights in the heavens.[b] He never changes or casts a shifting
shadow.[c] 18 He chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word. And we, out
of all creation, became his prized possession.[d] 19 Understand this, my dear
brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to
get angry. 20 Human anger[e] does not produce the righteousness[f] God
desires. 21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the
word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. 22
But don't just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are
only fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like
glancing at your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what
you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free,
and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless
you for doing it. 26 If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you
are fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless. 27 Pure and genuine religion
in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and widows in their
distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.

Fruit or Leaves

Mark 11:12-25

New Living Translation

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

12 The next morning as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 He
noticed a fig tree in full leaf a little way off, so he went over to see if he could find
any figs. But there were only leaves because it was too early in the season for
fruit. 14 Then Jesus said to the tree, “May no one ever eat your fruit again!” And
the disciples heard him say it. 15 When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus
entered the Temple and began to drive out the people buying and selling animals
for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the chairs
of those selling doves, 16 and he stopped everyone from using the Temple as a
marketplace.[a] 17 He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be
called a house of prayer for all nations,” but you have turned it into a den of
thieves.



The temple had a use that He intended, but it was not being used for it.
When we have been born again we become His temple, for His use!
He has a zeal and passion for His temple.

Coming back for a church without spot or wrinkle

Are things being flipped over in your lives?

”[b] 8 When the leading priests and teachers of religious law heard what Jesus
had done, they began planning how to kill him. But they were afraid of him
because the people were so amazed at his teaching. 19 That evening Jesus and
the disciples left[c] the city. 20 The next morning as they passed by the fig tree he
had cursed, the disciples noticed it had withered from the roots up. 21 Peter
remembered what Jesus had said to the tree on the previous day and exclaimed,
“Look, Rabbi! The fig tree you cursed has withered and died!” 22 Then Jesus
said to the disciples, “Have faith in God. 23 | tell you the truth, you can say to this
mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. But
you must really believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart. 24 | tell
you, you can pray for anything, and if you believe that you’ve received it, it will be
yours. 25 But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a
grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too.[d]”

Genesis 3:4-10

New Living Translation

4 “You won't die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes
will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good
and evil.” 6 The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and
its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she
took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate it, too. 7 At that moment their eyes were opened, and they
suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to
cover themselves. 8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man([a]
and his wife heard the Lord God walking about in the garden. So they hid from
the Lord God among the trees. 9 Then the Lord God called to the man, “Where



are you?” 10 He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so | hid. | was afraid
because | was naked.”

Religious leaves hide the absence of fruit.

Religious talk, religious activity, religious duties, without the charachter of Christ.
Yes out of season, but displaying the character of, but absent of fruit

Adam covered up his nakedness, didn’t have the character of God

Leaves hide

Matthew 3:10

New Living Translation

10 Even now the ax of God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the
trees. Yes, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be chopped down and
thrown into the fire.

Matthew 7:13-23

New Living Translation

The Narrow Gate

13 “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to
hell[a] is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. 14 But
the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find
it. 15 “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are
really vicious wolves. 16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way
they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A good
tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t
produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So every tree that
does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20 Yes,
just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their
actions. 21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord! will enter the
Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven
will enter. 22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied
in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in



your name.’ 23 But | will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who
break God’s laws.’

Luke 13:6-9

New Living Translation

Parable of the Barren Fig Tree

6 Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came
again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always
disappointed. 7 Finally, he said to his gardener, ‘I've waited three years, and
there hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. It’s just taking up space in the garden.
8 “The gardener answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year,
and I'll give it special attention and plenty of fertilizer. 9 If we get figs next year,
fine. If not, then you can cut it down.”

Renewed

Romans 12

New Living Translation

A Living Sacrifice to God

12 And so, dear brothers and sisters,[a] | plead with you to give your bodies to
God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy
sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.[b]
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you
into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know
God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 3 Because of the
privilege and authority[c] God has given me, | give each of you this warning:
Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of
yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us.[d] 4 Just as our
bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, 5 so it is with
Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. 6
In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if
God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God
has given you. 7 If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a
teacher, teach well. 8 If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is
giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the
responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do



it gladly. 9 Don'’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is
wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection,[e]
and take delight in honoring each other. 11 Never be lazy, but work hard and
serve the Lord enthusiastically.[f] 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in
trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When God’s people are in need, be ready to
help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute
you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. 15 Be happy with those
who are happy, and weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with each
other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t
think you know it all! 17 Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a
way that everyone can see you are honorable. 18 Do all that you can to live in
peace with everyone.19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the
righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; | will pay
them back,”[g]

says the Lord.

20 Instead,
“If your enemies are hungry, feed them.

If they are thirsty, give them something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap

burning coals of shame on their heads.”[h]

21 Don't let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good.



