Abundant Life: Findable Faith

The Lord is coming back and desires to find faith. Can he locate ours?

Will He Find Faith?

Luke 18:1-6 New Living Translation
Parable of the Persistent Widow
18 One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray
and never give up. 2 “There was a judge in a certain city,” he said, “who neither
feared God nor cared about people. 3 A widow of that city came to him
repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me justice in this dispute with my enemy.’ 4 The judge
ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘| don’t fear God or care
about people, 5 but this woman is driving me crazy. I’'m going to see that she gets
justice, because she is wearing me out with her constant requests!”” 6 Then the
Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. 7 Even he rendered a just
decision in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice to his chosen
people who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 | tell
you, he will grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son of Man[a] returns,
how many will he find on the earth who have faith?”

e Learn alesson from the unjust judge who gave a just decision in the end.
Surely God will give justice to those who cry out day and night!
He won'’t put them off. He will grant it quickly!
But! (TRANSITION)
When | return, will | find faith on earth?

This past week, we remembered the great darkness that covered the earth on
9/11/2001. Then, a new darkness was unleashed on 9/10/2025, when Charlie
Kirk was killed in front of his family and the world. We’re told that Tyler Robinson
was the shooter, and blame is being tossed back and forth. But it’s time we ask
ourselves what part the church plays in all of this? Do we have any blood on our
hands?

Matthew 5:14-16 New Living Translation

14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden.
15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is
placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same



way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your
heavenly Father.

e A findable faith is found leading others to light

Matthew 28:19-20 New Living Translation

19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations,[a] baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new
disciples to obey all the commands | have given you. And be sure of this: | am
with you always, even to the end of the age.”

John 10:10 New King James Version
10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

e On occasion, the thief will be able to steal, kill, and destroy, but God still
gives us life and life eternal.

e Since we know the devil is coming after us, what will he find? What did he
find surrounding Job? What will he find when he attacks us? Will he be met
with armor, or will he find us naked and afraid? Will he find us in
disobedience or in faith?

e So may we be faithful from beginning to end, to be found faithful when He
returns.

e Prayer.

Findable Faith: Our Obedience

John 2:1-11 New Living Translation

2 The next day a] there was a wedding celebration in the village of Cana in
Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples were also invited
to the celebration. 3 The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’
mother told him, “They have no more wine.” 4 “Dear woman, that’s not our
problem,” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” 5 But his mother told the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Standing nearby were six stone water
jars, used for Jewish ceremonial washing. Each could hold twenty to thirty
gallons.[b] 7 Jesus told the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” When the jars had
been filled, 8 he said, “Now dip some out, and take it to the master of



ceremonies.” So the servants followed his instructions. 9 When the master of
ceremonies tasted the water that was now wine, not knowing where it had come
from (though, of course, the servants knew), he called the bridegroom over. 10 “A
host always serves the best wine first,” he said. “Then, when everyone has had a
lot to drink, he brings out the less expensive wine. But you have kept the best
until now!” 11 This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus
revealed his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

e Why is it impossible to please God without faith? It reveals His glory in the
earth.
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light, and it was good!
Mary said, “Whatever He tells you to do, do it!”
One way to make your faith locatable is to do what He says.

Findable Faith: Our Words

Hebrews 4:13 New Living Translation
13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed
before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable.

Psalm 19:14 King James Version
14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in
thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.

o $45 testimony

Luke 6:44-45 New King James Version

44 For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from
thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. 45 A good man out of
the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil
[a]treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaks.

Matthew 8:5-10 New Living Translation

5 When Jesus returned to Capernaum, a Roman officer[a] came and pleaded
with him, 6 “Lord, my young servant[b] lies in bed, paralyzed and in terrible pain.”
7 Jesus said, “I will come and heal him.” 8 But the officer said, “Lord, | am not
worthy to have you come into my home. Just say the word from where you are,



and my servant will be healed. 9 | know this because | am under the authority of
my superior officers, and | have authority over my soldiers. | only need to say,
‘Go,’ and they go, or ‘Come,” and they come. And if | say to my slaves, ‘Do this,’
they do it.” 10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. Turning to those who
were following him, he said, “I tell you the truth, | haven'’t seen faith like this in all
Israel!

Findable Faith: Our Confidence In God

1 Samuel 17:16 New Living Translation
16 For forty days, every morning and evening, the Philistine champion strutted in
front of the Israelite army.
e 40 days, a period of testing. What’s in front of you? How’s your
confidence?

1 Samuel 17:20-24 New Living Translation
20 So David left the sheep with another shepherd and set out early the next
morning with the gifts, as Jesse had directed him. He arrived at the camp just as
the Israelite army was leaving for the battlefield with shouts and battle cries. 21
Soon the Israelite and Philistine forces stood facing each other, army against
army. 22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies and hurried out to the
ranks to greet his brothers. 23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine
champion from Gath, came out from the Philistine ranks. Then David heard him
shout his usual taunt to the army of Israel. 24 As soon as the Israelite army saw
him, they began to run away in fright.

e Dauvid’s life foreshadowed the life of Christ. When David came down, did

he find faith?

1 Samuel 17:40-51 New Living Translation

40 He picked up five smooth stones from a stream and put them into his
shepherd’s bag. Then, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and sling, he started
across the valley to fight the Philistine.41 Goliath walked out toward David with
his shield bearer ahead of him, 42 sneering in contempt at this ruddy-faced boy.
43 “Am | a dog,” he roared at David, “that you come at me with a stick?” And he
cursed David by the names of his gods. 44 “Come over here, and I'll give your
flesh to the birds and wild animals!” Goliath yelled. 45 David replied to the
Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but | come to you in



the name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies—the God of the armies of Israel, whom
you have defied. 46 Today the Lord will conquer you, and | will kill you and cut off
your head. And then | will give the dead bodies of your men to the birds and wild
animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! 47 And
everyone assembled here will know that the Lord rescues his people, but not with
sword and spear. This is the Lord’s battle, and he will give you to us!”

48 As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out to meet him. 49
Reaching into his shepherd’s bag and taking out a stone, he hurled it with his
sling and hit the Philistine in the forehead. The stone sank in, and Goliath
stumbled and fell face down on the ground. 50 So David triumphed over the
Philistine with only a sling and a stone, for he had no sword. 51 Then David ran
over and pulled Goliath’s sword from its sheath. David used it to kill him and cut
off his head. When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they turned
and ran.

Findable Faith: Our Agreement

Matthew 18:18-20 New Living Translation

18 “| tell you the truth, whatever you forbid[a] on earth will be forbidden in
heaven, and whatever you permit[b] on earth will be permitted in heaven.

19 “| also tell you this: If two of you agree here on earth concerning anything you
ask, my Father in heaven will do it for you. 20 For where two or three gather
together as my followers,[c] | am there among them.”

Daniel 3:13-18 New Living Translation

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and ordered that Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego be brought before him. When they were brought in, 14
Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
that you refuse to serve my gods or to worship the gold statue | have set up? 151
will give you one more chance to bow down and worship the statue | have made
when you hear the sound of the musical instruments.[a] But if you refuse, you will
be thrown immediately into the blazing furnace. And then what god will be able to
rescue you from my power?” 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you. 17 If we are
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He
will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. 18 But even if he doesn’t, we want



to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or
worship the gold statue you have set up.”

Daniel 3:25-28 New Living Translation

25 “Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound, walking around
in the fire unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god[g]!” 26 Then
Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could to the door of the flaming furnace
and shouted: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High
God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out
of the fire. 27 Then the high officers, officials, governors, and advisers crowded
around them and saw that the fire had not touched them. Not a hair on their
heads was singed, and their clothing was not scorched. They didn’t even smell of
smoke! 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise to the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego! He sent his angel to rescue his servants who trusted in
him. They defied the king’s command and were willing to die rather than serve or
worship any god except their own God.

e Your faith is found when you are full of courage, exercising faith over
feelings, and not paralyzed by emotions.

How to be Found Faithful

James 1:21-25 New Living Translation

21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word
God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. 22 But
don'’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only
fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like
glancing at your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what
you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free,
and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless
you for doing it.

Matthew 25:14-40 New Living Translation

14 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going
on a long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them
while he was gone. 15 He gave five bags of silver[a] to one, two bags of silver to
another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to their



abilities. He then left on his trip.16 “The servant who received the five bags of
silver began to invest the money and earned five more. 17 The servant with two
bags of silver also went to work and earned two more. 18 But the servant who
received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and hid the master’s
money.19 “After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to
give an account of how they had used his money. 20 The servant to whom he
had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five more and said,
‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and | have earned five more.’
21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You
have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now | will give you many
more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together![b] 22 “The servant who had
received the two bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two
bags of silver to invest, and | have earned two more.’ 23 “The master said, ‘Well
done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small
amount, so now | will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate
together!” 24 “Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master,
| knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering
crops you didn’t cultivate. 25 | was afraid | would lose your money, so | hid it in
the earth. Look, here is your money back.” 26 “But the master replied, “You
wicked and lazy servant! If you knew | harvested crops | didn’t plant and
gathered crops | didn’t cultivate, 27 why didn’t you deposit my money in the
bank? At least | could have gotten some interest on it.” 28 “Then he ordered,
‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of
silver. 29 To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given,
and they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little
they have will be taken away. 30 Now throw this useless servant into outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 31 “But when the
Son of Man][c] comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit
upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations[d] will be gathered in his presence,
and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left.

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world.
35 For | was hungry, and you fed me. | was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. |
was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 | was naked, and you
gave me clothing. | was sick, and you cared for me. | was in prison, and you
visited me.” 37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see



you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a
stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did
we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell
you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and
sisters,[e] you were doing it to me!’
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