
Exercising Authority: God With Us
When God chooses to exercise His authority and dominion on Earth

through men, He authorizes the Holy Spirit to empower them for
service.

Faithful and Fearful Followers

Jim Baker Testimony and Question
● How could he love Jesus if He wasn’t obeying Him?
● He didn’t recognize the fear of the Lord had left Him evidenced by no

conviction that led to repentance. He thought he was loving Jesus but His
heart was far from him.

● The prison sentence was God’s mercy, not His judgment.

Hebrews 10:26-39
New Living Translation
26 Dear friends, if we deliberately continue sinning after we have received
knowledge of the truth, there is no longer any sacrifice that will cover these sins.
27 There is only the terrible expectation of God’s judgment and the raging fire
that will consume his enemies. 28 For anyone who refused to obey the law of
Moses was put to death without mercy on the testimony of two or three
witnesses. 29 Just think how much worse the punishment will be for those who
have trampled on the Son of God, and have treated the blood of the covenant,
which made us holy, as if it were common and unholy, and have insulted and
disdained the Holy Spirit who brings God’s mercy to us. 30 For we know the one
who said,

“I will take revenge.
I will pay them back.”[a]

He also said,

“The Lord will judge his own people.”[b]



31 It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

32 Think back on those early days when you first learned about Christ.[c]
Remember how you remained faithful even though it meant terrible suffering. 33
Sometimes you were exposed to public ridicule and were beaten, and sometimes
you helped others who were suffering the same things. 34 You suffered along
with those who were thrown into jail, and when all you owned was taken from
you, you accepted it with joy. You knew there were better things waiting for you
that will last forever.

35 So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great
reward it brings you! 36 Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will
continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.

37 “For in just a little while,
the Coming One will come and not delay.

38 And my righteous ones will live by faith.[d]
But I will take no pleasure in anyone who turns away.”[e]

39 But we are not like those who turn away from God to their own destruction.
We are the faithful ones, whose souls will be saved.

Philippians 2:12-13
New Living Translation
Shine Brightly for Christ
12 Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And
now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of
your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 13 For God is working
in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.

Not Religion, A Relationship of Righteousness
Romans 14:17
New Living Translation
17 For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of what we eat or drink, but of living a
life of goodness(rightesousness) and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.



Last week we learned that Yahweh is the Lord of all. Since He made and
has ownership of everything He created, He also has rule and authority
over it all. When God chooses to exercise His authority and dominion on
Earth through men, He authorizes the Holy Spirit to empower them for
service.

Building a Place For God to Dwell with Men

Exodus 31:1-5
New Living Translation
Craftsmen: Bezalel and Oholiab
31 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 “Look, I have specifically chosen Bezalel son
of Uri, grandson of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3 I have filled him with the Spirit of
God, giving him great wisdom, ability, and expertise in all kinds of crafts. 4 He is
a master craftsman, expert in working with gold, silver, and bronze. 5 He is
skilled in engraving and mounting gemstones and in carving wood. He is a
master at every craft!

Empowering Helpers for Moses to lead Israel
Numbers 11:16-17
New Living Translation
Moses Chooses Seventy Leaders
16 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Gather before me seventy men who are
recognized as elders and leaders of Israel. Bring them to the Tabernacle[a] to
stand there with you. 17 I will come down and talk to you there. I will take some
of the Spirit that is upon you, and I will put the Spirit upon them also. They will
bear the burden of the people along with you, so you will not have to carry it
alone.

Empowered Gideon to Defeat Israel’s Enemies



Judges 6:33-35
New Living Translation
Gideon Asks for a Sign
33 Soon afterward the armies of Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east
formed an alliance against Israel and crossed the Jordan, camping in the valley
of Jezreel. 34 Then the Spirit of the Lord clothed Gideon with power. He blew a
ram’s horn as a call to arms, and the men of the clan of Abiezer came to him. 35
He also sent messengers throughout Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali,
summoning their warriors, and all of them.

Empowered John the Baptist to Prepare the Way for the Lord

Luke 1:11-17
New Living Translation
11 While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him,
standing to the right of the incense altar. 12 Zechariah was shaken and
overwhelmed with fear when he saw him. 13 But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid,
Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son,
and you are to name him John. 14 You will have great joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the eyes of the Lord. He
must never touch wine or other alcoholic drinks. He will be filled with the Holy
Spirit, even before his birth.[a] 16 And he will turn many Israelites to the Lord
their God. 17 He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah. He will prepare
the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to
their children,[b] and he will cause those who are rebellious to accept the wisdom
of the godly.”

Empowered Mary to Conceive the Son of God

Luke 1:26-38
New Living Translation
The Birth of Jesus Foretold
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 28 Gabriel



appeared to her and said, “Greetings,[a] favored woman! The Lord is with
you![b]”

29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30
“Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will
be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign over Israel[c] forever;
his Kingdom will never end!”

34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.”

35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will
be called the Son of God. 36 What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become
pregnant in her old age! People used to say she was barren, but she has
conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. 37 For the word of God will never
fail.[d]”

38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said
about me come true.” And then the angel left her.

Empowered the Coming Messiah with an Anointing for Service
Isaiah 61:1-2
New Living Translation
Good News for the Oppressed
61 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me,

for the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted
and to proclaim that captives will be released
and prisoners will be freed.[a]

2 He has sent me to tell those who mourn
that the time of the Lord’s favor has come,[b]
and with it, the day of God’s anger against their enemies.



Bears witness to John that Jesus is the Messiah
John 1:32-34
New Living Translation
32 Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from heaven
and resting upon him. 33 I didn’t know he was the one, but when God sent me to
baptize with water, he told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descend and
rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I saw this happen to
Jesus, so I testify that he is the Chosen One of God.

Receiving the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Luke 11:9-13
New Living Translation
9 “And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep
on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to
you. 10 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.

11 “You fathers—if your children ask[a] for a fish, do you give them a snake
instead? 12 Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of course
not! 13 So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”

● He must be your Heavenly Father, so you must be born again.

God’s Good Plan!

Ephesians 1:3-22
New Living Translation
Spiritual Blessings
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ.
4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy
and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own
family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to
do, and it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he



has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.[a] 7 He is so rich in kindness
and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave
our sins. 8 He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and
understanding.

9 God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to
fulfill his own good plan. 10 And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring
everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on
earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an
inheritance from God,[b] for he chose us in advance, and he makes everything
work out according to his plan.

12 God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would
bring praise and glory to God. 13 And now you Gentiles have also heard the
truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he
identified you as his own[c] by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long
ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he
promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we
would praise and glorify him.

Paul’s Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom
15 Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
God’s people everywhere,[d] 16 I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray
for you constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
give you spiritual wisdom[e] and insight so that you might grow in your
knowledge of God. 18 I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you
can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy
people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.[f]

19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power
for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from
the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the
heavenly realms. 21 Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader
or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to come. 22 God has
put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things
for the benefit of the church.



John 13:3
New Living Translation
3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he
had come from God and would return to God.


