
Exercising Authority: Overcoming Our
Opposition

The authority we’ve been given is exercised through our faith in Jesus
Christ alone, the One who overcame the world!

Our Opposition & Authority in Christ
Ephesians 1:3-23
New Living Translation
Spiritual Blessings
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ.
4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy
and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own
family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to
do, and it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace he
has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.[a] 7 He is so rich in kindness
and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave
our sins. 8 He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and
understanding.

9 God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to
fulfill his own good plan. 10 And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring
everything together under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on
earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an
inheritance from God,[b] for he chose us in advance, and he makes everything
work out according to his plan.

12 God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in Christ would
bring praise and glory to God. 13 And now you Gentiles have also heard the
truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he
identified you as his own[c] by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long
ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he



promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we
would praise and glorify him.

Paul’s Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom
15 Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
God’s people everywhere,[d] 16 I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray
for you constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
give you spiritual wisdom[e] and insight so that you might grow in your
knowledge of God. 18 I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you
can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy
people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.[f]

19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power
for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from
the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the
heavenly realms. 21 Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader
or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to come. 22 God has
put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things
for the benefit of the church. 23 And the church is his body; it is made full and
complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself.

THE OPPOSITION OF SIN & DEATH
Genesis 4:6-8
New Living Translation
6 “Why are you so angry?” the Lord asked Cain. “Why do you look so dejected?
7 You will be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right,
then watch out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must
subdue it and be its master.”

8 One day Cain suggested to his brother, “Let’s go out into the fields.”[a] And
while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him.

AUTHORITY OVER SIN & DEATH IN CHRIST
2 Corinthians 5:21
New King James Version



21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him

1 Corinthians 15:55-57
New Living Translation
55 O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?[a]”

56 For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. 57
But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

THE OPPOSITION OF THE WORLD
1 John 2:15-17
New Living Translation
Do Not Love This World
15 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world,
you do not have the love of the Father in you. 16 For the world offers only a
craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our
achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this
world. 17 And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave.
But anyone who does what pleases God will live forever.

AUTHORITY OVER THE WORLD IN CHRIST
Galatians 1:4
New Living Translation
4 Jesus gave his life for our sins, just as God our Father planned, in order to
rescue us from this evil world in which we live.

John 3:16-20
New Living Translation
16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave[a] his one and only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent
his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.



18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who
does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one
and only Son. 19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into
the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions
were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their
sins will be exposed.

THE OPPOSITION OF SATAN
Job 1:6-12
New Living Translation
Job’s First Test
6 One day the members of the heavenly court[a] came to present themselves
before the Lord, and the Accuser, Satan,[b] came with them. 7 “Where have you
come from?” the Lord asked Satan.

Satan answered the Lord, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching everything
that’s going on.”

8 Then the Lord asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the
finest man in all the earth. He is blameless—a man of complete integrity. He
fears God and stays away from evil.”

9 Satan replied to the Lord, “Yes, but Job has good reason to fear God. 10 You
have always put a wall of protection around him and his home and his property.
You have made him prosper in everything he does. Look how rich he is! 11 But
reach out and take away everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your
face!”

12 “All right, you may test him,” the Lord said to Satan. “Do whatever you want
with everything he possesses, but don’t harm him physically.” So Satan left the
Lord’s presence.

● The devil had already made attempts to attack Job but found Him to be
surrounded by the Lord’s favor.

● Why was Job protected?



He is blameless—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays away from
evil.”

1 Peter 5:6-8
New Living Translation

8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a
roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.

● The devil is our great enemy/adversary, the one we’re exercising the
authority we’ve been given against.

Ephesians 6:12
New Living Translation
12 For we[a] are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil
rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark
world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

AUTHORITY OVER SATAN IN CHRIST
Luke 10:18-20
New Living Translation
18 “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning! 19 Look, I
have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk
among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. 20 But
don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are
registered in heaven.”

Matthew 4:1-11
New Living Translation
The Temptation of Jesus
4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the
devil. 2 For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry.



3 During that time the devil[a] came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
tell these stones to become loaves of bread.”

4 But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say,

‘People do not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’[b]”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the
Temple, 6 and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say,

‘He will order his angels to protect you.
And they will hold you up with their hands

so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’[c]”

7 Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the Lord your
God.’[d]”

8 Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if
you will kneel down and worship me.”

10 “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say,

‘You must worship the Lord your God
and serve only him.’[e]”

11 Then the devil went away, and angels came and took care of Jesus.

THE OPPOSITION OF SELF
Genesis 3:4-7
New Living Translation
4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes
will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good
and evil.”



6 The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit
looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took
some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it, too. 7 At that moment their eyes were opened, and they
suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to
cover themselves.

● The rebellious desire to have knowledge apart from God led to us losing
authority over ourselves.

Romans 7:14-24
New Living Translation
Struggling with Sin
14 So the trouble is not with the law, for it is spiritual and good. The trouble is
with me, for I am all too human, a slave to sin. 15 I don’t really understand
myself, for I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it. Instead, I do what I hate. 16
But if I know that what I am doing is wrong, this shows that I agree that the law is
good. 17 So I am not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.

18 And I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.[a] I want
to do what is right, but I can’t. 19 I want to do what is good, but I don’t. I don’t
want to do what is wrong, but I do it anyway. 20 But if I do what I don’t want to do,
I am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.

21 I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want to do what is right, I
inevitably do what is wrong. 22 I love God’s law with all my heart. 23 But there is
another power[b] within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a
slave to the sin that is still within me. 24 Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who
will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death?

AUTHORITY OVER SELF IN CHRIST
Romans 7:25
New Living Translation
25 Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So you see how it is: In
my mind I really want to obey God’s law, but because of my sinful nature I am a
slave to sin.



Luke 9:23-26
New Living Translation
23 Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must
give up your own way, take up your cross daily, and follow me. 24 If you try to
hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you
will save it. 25 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but are
yourself lost or destroyed? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my message, the
Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in his glory and in
the glory of the Father and the holy angels.

● If anyone wants to exit the rebellion that leads to sin and death they must
denounce self authority and humble themselves and follow Christ. If you
want  authority over yourself back you must first be under His authority.

Romans 8:1-8
New Living Translation
Life in the Spirit
8 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And
because you belong to him, the power[a] of the life-giving Spirit has freed you[b]
from the power of sin that leads to death. 3 The law of Moses was unable to save
us because of the weakness of our sinful nature.[c] So God did what the law
could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have.
And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son
as a sacrifice for our sins. 4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law
would be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead
follow the Spirit.

5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but
those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the
Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting
the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is
always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s
why those who are still under the control of their sinful nature can never please
God.



EXERCISING AUTHORITY IN HIS NAME

Mark 16:16-18
New Living Translation
16 Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses
to believe will be condemned. 17 These miraculous signs will accompany those
who believe: They will cast out demons in my name, and they will speak in new
languages.[a] 18 They will be able to handle snakes with safety, and if they drink
anything poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their hands on
the sick, and they will be healed.”


