Catching His Wind: Remain in Me

How do we get our lives in Christ and how will we know?

Saved by Faith in Christ

2 Corinthians 5:17 New King James Version
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new.

Ephesians 2:1-10 New Living Translation

2 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 2 You
used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the
commander of the powers in the unseen world.

e 1 John 2:15-17 New Living Translation Powers of the unseen World
15 Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the
world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. 16 For the world
offers only a craving for physical pleasure (lust of the flesh), a craving for
everything we see (lust of the eyes), and pride in our achievements and
possessions (pride of life). These are not from the Father, but are from
this world. 17 And this world is fading away, along with everything that
people crave. But anyone who does what pleases God will live forever.

[a] He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of
us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our
sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God'’s anger, just like
everyone else. 4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that
even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised
Christ from the dead. (It is only by God'’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For
he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 7 So God can point to
us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and
kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with
Christ Jesus. 8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t
take credit for this; it is a gift from God.



e Saved by grace through faith! Faith is the strategy that saved you and
keeps you connected to Christ.

e The only place we are safe from the wrath of God against all sin, is in the
love of God, which is in Christ, by faith.
Romans 10:9 New Living Translation

e 9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can

boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

The New Way of Life is in Christ

Galatians 2:16-20 New Living Translation

16 Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not
by obeying the law. And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be
made right with God because of our faith in Christ, not because we have obeyed
the law. For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying the law.”[a]

17 But suppose we seek to be made right with God through faith in Christ and
then we are found guilty because we have abandoned the law. Would that mean
Christ has led us into sin? Absolutely not! 18 Rather, | am a sinner if | rebuild the
old system of law | already tore down. 19 For when | tried to keep the law, it
condemned me. So | died to the law—I stopped trying to meet all its
requirements—so that | might live for God. 20 My old self has been crucified with
Christ.[b] It is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me. So | live in this earthly
body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

The Evidence of Catching His Wind: Life in Christ

John 15 New Living Translation

15 “l am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every
branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do
bear fruit so they will produce even more.



e Fruit is the nature/character/power/essence/glory/light/salt of God
produced in those who are connected to Him.
Since Christ is the vine, Christ-likeness is the fruit.
Galatians 5:22-23 New Living Translation
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and
self-control. There is no law against these things!

3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message | have given you.

e Just when we think we’re doing well in our walk with God, there are these
challenges that arise called prunings. It's when you're doing well that God
presents you with opportunities to do better and produce even more glory
for HIs Kingdom. The pruning and the purification comes from the Lord’s
teachings. “You have been purified by the message | have given you.”

e Luke 6:27-36 New King James Version
27 “But | say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully
use you. 29 To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also.
And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.
30 Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your
goods do not ask them back. 31 And just as you want men to do to you,
you also do to them likewise. 32 “But if you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to
sinners to receive as much back. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and
lend, [a]hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you
will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36
Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.

e These are hard teachings, how can we every accomplish them? By
catching his wind, being surrendered to and led by His spirit, through our
willingness and obedience.

4 Remain in me, and | will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is
severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.



5 “Yes, | am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and | in
them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.

e Where nothing good and fruitful is happening, we’re apart from Him.

e Philippians 4:13 New King James Version
13 | can do all things through [a]Christ who strengthens me.
e We produce godly fruit when we are surrendered to and not severed
from Christ the vine.

6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and
withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain
in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will
be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This
brings great glory to my Father.

e The only marking of a true disciple is the presence of much fruit being
produced in our lives, through our union with Christ.

9 “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10
When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as | obey my
Father’'s commandments and remain in his love. 11 | have told you these things
so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12 This is my
commandment: Love each other in the same way | have loved you. 13 There is
no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my
friends if you do what | command. 15 | no longer call you slaves, because a
master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since | have told
you everything the Father told me. 16 You didn’t choose me. | chose you. |
appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask for, using my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
18 “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world would
love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the
world. | chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 20 Do you remember
what | told you? ‘A slave is not greater than the master.” Since they persecuted
me, naturally they will persecute you. And if they had listened to me, they would
listen to you. 21 They will do all this to you because of me, for they have rejected



the one who sent me. 22 They would not be guilty if | had not come and spoken
to them. But now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Anyone who hates me
also hates my Father. 24 If | hadn’t done such miraculous signs among them that
no one else could do, they would not be guilty. But as it is, they have seen
everything | did, yet they still hate me and my Father. 25 This fulfills what is
written in their Scriptures[a]: “They hated me without cause.” 26 “But | will send
you the Advocate[b]—the Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the Father and
will testify all about me. 27 And you must also testify about me because you have
been with me from the beginning of my ministry.
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