
Perfected By Love: The Pure in Heart
See God

To be perfected by God’s love is to have a heart that is made pure,
and eyes that will see God.

The Pure See God

Matthew 5:8
New Living Translation
8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure,

for they will see God.

Psalm 1
New Living Translation
Book one (Psalms 1–41)
Psalm 1
1 Oh, the joys of those who do not

follow the advice of the wicked,
or stand around with sinners,
or join in with mockers.

2 But they delight in the law of the Lord,
meditating on it day and night.

3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank,
bearing fruit each season.

Their leaves never wither,
and they prosper in all they do.

4 But not the wicked!
They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the wind.

5 They will be condemned at the time of judgment.
Sinners will have no place among the godly.

6 For the Lord watches over the path of the godly,
but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.



Walking With God is Walking to God

Enoch “of a pure heart” walked with God
Genesis 5:21-24
New Living Translation
21 When Enoch was 65 years old, he became the father of Methuselah. 22 After the
birth of Methuselah, Enoch lived in close fellowship with God for another 300 years, and
he had other sons and daughters. 23 Enoch lived 365 years, 24 walking in close
fellowship with God. Then one day he disappeared, because God took him.

Elijah”of a pure heart” walked with God

2 Kings 2:1-2
New Living Translation
2 When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were traveling from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for the Lord has told
me to go to Bethel.”

But Elisha replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I will never leave
you!” So they went down together to Bethel.

2 Kings 2:11
New Living Translation
11 As they were walking along and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire appeared, drawn
by horses of fire. It drove between the two men, separating them, and Elijah was carried
by a whirlwind into heaven.

Stephen”of a pure heart” walked with God

Acts 7:55-60
New Living Translation
55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily into heaven and saw the glory of
God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 56 And he
told them, “Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of
honor at God’s right hand!”



57 Then they put their hands over their ears and began shouting. They rushed at him 58
and dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. His accusers took off their
coats and laid them at the feet of a young man named Saul.[a]

59 As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 He fell to his
knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!” And with that, he died.

Nathaniel”of a pure heart” walked TO God

John 1:43-51
New Living Translation
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Come, follow me.” 44 Philip was from Bethsaida, Andrew and Peter’s hometown.

45 Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, “We have found the very person
Moses[a] and the prophets wrote about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from
Nazareth.”

46 “Nazareth!” exclaimed Nathanael. “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”

“Come and see for yourself,” Philip replied.

47 As they approached, Jesus said, “Now here is a genuine son of Israel—a man of
complete integrity.” (No guile, no deception, trustworthy.)

48 “How do you know about me?” Nathanael asked.

Jesus replied, “I could see you under the fig tree before Philip found you.”

49 Then Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God—the King of Israel!”

50 Jesus asked him, “Do you believe this just because I told you I had seen you under
the fig tree? You will see greater things than this.” 51 Then he said, “I tell you the truth,
you will all see heaven open and the angels of God going up and down on the Son of
Man, the one who is the stairway between heaven and earth.[b]”



Can We See Him and Not Be Changed?

Isaiah Sees God

Isaiah 6:1-6
New Living Translation
Isaiah’s Cleansing and Call
6 It was in the year King Uzziah died[a] that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty
throne, and the train of his robe filled the Temple. 2 Attending him were mighty
seraphim, each having six wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two they
covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 They were calling out to each other,

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies!
The whole earth is filled with his glory!”

4 Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled
with smoke.

5 Then I said, “It’s all over! I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I
live among a people with filthy lips. Yet I have seen the King, the Lord of Heaven’s
Armies.”

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal he had taken from the altar
with a pair of tongs.

John Sees God

Revelation 1:12-17
New Living Translation
12 When I turned to see who was speaking to me, I saw seven gold lampstands. 13
And standing in the middle of the lampstands was someone like the Son of Man.[a] He
was wearing a long robe with a gold sash across his chest. 14 His head and his hair
were white like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes were like flames of fire. 15 His feet
were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice thundered like mighty
ocean waves. 16 He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword
came from his mouth. And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance.

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. But he laid his right hand on me
and said, “Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last.



Unclean, Unclean

Leviticus 13:45-46
New Living Translation
45 “Those who suffer from a serious skin disease must tear their clothing and leave
their hair uncombed.[a] They must cover their mouth and call out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’
46 As long as the serious disease lasts, they will be ceremonially unclean. They must
live in isolation in their place outside the camp.

Impure, Impure

James 4:4-10
New Living Translation
4 You adulterers![a] Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an
enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself
an enemy of God. 5 Do you think the Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God
is passionate that the spirit he has placed within us should be faithful to him.[b] 6 And
he gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say,

“God opposes the proud
but gives grace to the humble.”[c]

7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come
close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify
your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world. 9 Let there be tears
for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be sadness
instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and he will lift you up in honor.

The Washing of the Lord

John 13:1-17
New Living Translation
Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet
13 Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this
world and return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth,



and now he loved them to the very end.[a] 2 It was time for supper, and the devil had
already prompted Judas,[b] son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that
the Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come from God and
would return to God. 4 So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel
around his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel he had around him.

6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.”

8 “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!”

Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.”

9 Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my
feet!”

10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for
the feet,[c] to be entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For
Jesus knew who would betray him. That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you
are clean.”

12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you
understand what I was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right,
because that’s what I am. 14 And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. 15 I have given you an example to follow. Do
as I have done to you. 16 I tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their master.
Nor is the messenger more important than the one who sends the message. 17 Now
that you know these things, God will bless you for doing them.

Isaiah 1:16-20
New Living Translation
16 Wash yourselves and be clean!

Get your sins out of my sight.
Give up your evil ways.

17 Learn to do good.
Seek justice.

Help the oppressed.



Defend the cause of orphans.
Fight for the rights of widows.

18 “Come now, let’s settle this,”
says the Lord.

“Though your sins are like scarlet,
I will make them as white as snow.

Though they are red like crimson,
I will make them as white as wool.

19 If you will only obey me,
you will have plenty to eat.

20 But if you turn away and refuse to listen,
you will be devoured by the sword of your enemies.
I, the Lord, have spoken!”

Chose By Love

Romans 8:26-30
New Living Translation
26 And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God
wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be
expressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is
saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers[a] in harmony with God’s own will. 28 And
we know that God causes everything to work together[b] for the good of those who love
God and are called according to his purpose for them. 29 For God knew his people in
advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the
firstborn[c] among many brothers and sisters. 30 And having chosen them, he called
them to come to him. And having called them, he gave them right standing with himself.
And having given them right standing, he gave them his glory.

1 Peter 4:7-8
New Living Translation
7 The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in your
prayers. 8 Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love
covers a multitude of sins.


