Good News: The Light of the World

We must shine the light of Christ into a darkening and dying world!

Heart Conditions

(Read Aloud)

Matthew 13:1-9 New Living Translation

13 Later that same day Jesus left the house and sat beside the lake. 2 A large
crowd soon gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat there and
taught as the people stood on the shore. 3 He told many stories in the form of
parables, such as this one: “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. 4 As
he scattered them across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds
came and ate them. 5 Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The
seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plants soon
wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. 7
Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants. 8
Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty,
and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! 9 Anyone with ears to
hear should listen and understand.”

Matthew 13:10-23 New Living Translation

10 His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables when you talk
to the people?” 11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets[a] of
the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. 12 To those who listen to my
teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an abundance of
knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what little understanding
they have will be taken away from them. 13 That is why | use these parables, For
they look, but they don’t really see.

They hear, but they don’t really listen or understand. 14 This fulfills the prophecy
of Isaiah that says, ‘When you hear what | say, you will not understand.

When you see what | do, you will not comprehend. 15 For the hearts of these
people are hardened, and their ears cannot hear, and they have closed their
eyes— so their eyes cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts
cannot understand, and they cannot turn to me and let me heal them.’[b]



16 “But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they
hear. 17 | tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous people longed to see
what you see, but they didn’t see it. And they longed to hear what you hear, but
they didn’t hear it. 18 “Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the
farmer planting seeds: 19 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those
who hear the message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil
one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts. 20 The
seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately
receive it with joy. 21 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long.
They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing
God’s word. 22 The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear
God’s word, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this
life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23 The seed that fell on good
soil represents those who truly hear and understand God'’s word and produce a
harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”

Let Your Roots Grow

Colossians 2:6-7 New Living Translation

6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to
follow him. 7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.
Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will
overflow with thankfulness.

Shallow Roots

Luke 9:57-62 New Living Translation

57 As they were walking along, someone said to Jesus, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” 58 But Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens to live in, and birds
have nests, but the Son of Man has no place even to lay his head.” 59 He said to
another person, “Come, follow me.” The man agreed, but he said, “Lord, first let
me return home and bury my father.” 60 But Jesus told him, “Let the spiritually
dead bury their own dead![a] Your duty is to go and preach about the Kingdom of
God.” 61 Another said, “Yes, Lord, | will follow you, but first let me say good-bye
to my family.” 62 But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and
then looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God.”




Planting, Watering, Growing

1 Corinthians 3:5-7 New Living Translation

5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through
whom you believed the Good News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us. 6
| planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who
made it grow. 7 It's not important who does the planting, or who does the
watering. What'’s important is that God makes the seed grow.

Acts 16:13-14 New Living Translation

13 On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the city to a riverbank, where we
thought people would be meeting for prayer, and we sat down to speak with
some women who had gathered there. 14 One of them was Lydia from Thyatira,
a merchant of expensive purple cloth, who worshiped God. As she listened to us,
the Lord opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying.

e Faith comes by hearing the word of God.
e As people listen, the Lord can open their hearts.
e What should we pray?

Acts 2:36-41 New Living Translation

36 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!” 37 Peter’s words pierced their
hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we
do?” 38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, to your
children, and to those far away[a]—all who have been called by the Lord our
God.” 40 Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his
listeners, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation!” 41 Those who
believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about
3,000 in all.

e Faith comes by hearing the word of God!
e As they listened, their hearts were pierced.



e How do we know? They asked what they needed to do!

Faith Come!

e \We know that sinners have the capacity to hear; they just can’t see!
e So we must pray for faith to come through the words we share, so that
their blinders will fall off, and their hearts open and pierced.

Ephesians 1:15-23 New Living Translation Paul’s Prayer for Spiritual
Wisdom

15 Ever since | first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
God’s people everywhere,[a] 16 | have not stopped thanking God for you. | pray
for you constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
give you spiritual wisdom[b] and insight so that you might grow in your
knowledge of God. 18 | pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you
can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy
people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.[c] 19 | also pray that you will
understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This
is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in
the place of honor at God'’s right hand in the heavenly realms. 21 Now he is far
above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this
world but also in the world to come. 22 God has put all things under the authority
of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of the church. 23
And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all
things everywhere with himself

Ephesians 3:14-19 New Living Translation

14 When | think of all this, | fall to my knees and pray to the Father,[a] 15 the
Creator of everything in heaven and on earth.[b] 16 | pray that from his glorious,
unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17
Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will
grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power
to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and
how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too
great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of
life and power that comes from God.



Preaching the Kingdom of God

Matthew 4:12-17 New Living Translation

12 When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he left Judea and returned to
Galilee. 13 He went first to Nazareth, then left there and moved to Capernaum,
beside the Sea of Galilee, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This fulfilled
what God said through the prophet Isaiah: 15 “In the land of Zebulun and of
Naphtali, beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River, in Galilee where so many
Gentiles live, 16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.

And for those who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has
shined.”[a] 17 From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent of your sins and
turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.[b]”

e We have been assigned to continue to carry the ministry of Jesus Christ
forward!

e \We also preach the same message!

e 2 Corinthians 5:19-21 New Living Translation
19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer
counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful
message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’'s ambassadors; God is
making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come
back to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the
offering for our sin,[a] so that we could be made right with God through
Christ.

The Kingdom of God

Romans 14:17 New Living Translation
17 For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of what we eat or drink, but of living a
life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Righteousness

The woman caught in the act of adultery facing an angry mob. The law said she
was to be stoned.




John 8:10-11 New Living Translation

10 Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, “Where are your
accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” 11 “No, Lord,” she said.
And Jesus said, “Neither do |I. Go and sin no more.”

e Tell the world that God is making people right with Himself through Jesus
Christ their sins are forgiven.

Peace

The disciples thought they were about to drown in a storm while Jesus was on
the boat with them.

Mark 4:39-40 New King James Version

39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace,[a] be still!”
And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. 40 But He said to them, “Why
are you so fearful? How[b] is it that you have no faith?”

e Tell the world that Jesus is near and will give them peace in the storms of
life, no matter how fierce!

Joy
The disciples came back rejoicing after seeing the power given to them over evil
actually worked!

Luke 10:16-23 New Living Translation

16 Then he said to the disciples, “Anyone who accepts your message is also
accepting me. And anyone who rejects you is rejecting me. And anyone who
rejects me is rejecting God, who sent me.” 17 When the seventy-two disciples
returned, they joyfully reported to him, “Lord, even the demons obey us when we
use your name!” 18 “Yes,” he told them, “| saw Satan fall from heaven like
lightning! 19 Look, | have given you authority over all the power of the enemy,
and you can walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will
injure you. 20 But don’t rejoice because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because
your names are registered in heaven.” 21 At that same time Jesus was filled with
the joy of the Holy Spirit, and he said, “O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank



you for hiding these things from those who think themselves wise and clever, and
for revealing them to the childlike. Yes, Father, it pleased you to do it this way.

22 “My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows the Son
except the Father, and no one truly knows the Father except the Son and those
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 23 Then when they were alone, he
turned to the disciples and said, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you have
seen.

e Tell the world to have joy (rejoice) that through Jesus Christ we have power
over the enemy.

e Tell the world to have joy (rejoice) that through Jesus Christ their names
can be written in the book of life in Heaven!
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