Shining Lights: Jesus is the Light

His light is our life!

The True Light

John 1:1-17 New Living Translation

1 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created
everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. 4 The
Word gave life to everything that was created,[a] and his life brought light to
everyone.5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never
extinguish it.[b] 6 God sent a man, John the Baptist,[c] 7 to tell about the light so
that everyone might believe because of his testimony. 8 John himself was not the
light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. 9 The one who is the true
light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He came into
the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. 11 He came to his
own people, and even they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him and
accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 13 They are
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a
birth that comes from God. 14 So the Word became human[d] and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.[e] And we have
seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.15 John testified about
him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one | was talking about when |
said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than | am, for he existed
long before me.”” 16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious
blessing after another.[f] 17 For the law was given through Moses, but God’s
unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ.

Matthew 4:12-17 New Living Translation

12 When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he left Judea and returned to
Galilee. 13 He went first to Nazareth, then left there and moved to Capernaum,
beside the Sea of Galilee, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This fulfilled
what God said through the prophet Isaiah: 15 “In the land of Zebulun and of



Naphtali, beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River,in Galilee where so many

Gentiles live, 16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.

And for those who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has

shined.”[a] 17 From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent of your sins and
turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.[b]”

e What was His primary shining light? “Jesus began to preach”.
e Darkness is the condition that people are in when they live outside of His
word.

Matthew 13:9-16 NLT

“‘Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” His disciples came and
asked him, “Why do you use parables when you talk to the people?” He replied,
“You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, but
others are not. To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be
given, and they will have an abundance of knowledge. But for those who are not
listening, even what little understanding they have will be taken away from them.
That is why | use these parables, For they look, but they don’t really see. They
hear, but they don’t really listen or understand. This fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah
that says, ‘When you hear what | say, you will not understand. When you see
what | do, you will not comprehend. For the hearts of these people are hardened,
and their ears cannot hear, and they have closed their eyes— so their eyes
cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot understand, and
they cannot turn to me and let me heal them.” “But blessed are your eyes,
because they see; and your ears, because they hear.”

The Blessing of the Light

Matthew 5:1-14

Amplified Bible

The Sermon on the Mount; The Beatitudes

5 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and when He was
seated, His [a]disciples came to Him. 2 Then He began to teach them,
saying,



3 “Blessed [spiritually prosperous, happy, to be admired] are the poor in spirit
[those devoid of spiritual arrogance, those who regard themselves as
insignificant], for theirs is the kingdom of heaven [both now and forever].

4 “Blessed [forgiven, refreshed by God’s grace] are those who mourn [over their
sins and repent], for they will be comforted [when the burden of sin is lifted].

5 “Blessed [inwardly peaceful, spiritually secure, worthy of respect] are the
[b]gentle [the kind-hearted, the sweet-spirited, the self-controlled], for they will
inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed [joyful, nourished by God’s goodness] are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness [those who actively seek right standing with God], for they will
be [completely] satisfied.

7 “Blessed [content, sheltered by God’s promises] are the merciful, for they will
receive mercy.

8 “Blessed [anticipating God’s presence, spiritually mature] are the pure in heart
[those with integrity, moral courage, and godly character], for they will see God.

9 “Blessed [spiritually calm with life-joy in God'’s favor] are the makers and
maintainers of peace, for they will [express His character and] be called the sons
of God.

10 “Blessed [comforted by inner peace and God’s love] are those who are
persecuted for [c]doing that which is morally right, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven [both now and forever].

11 “Blessed [morally courageous and spiritually alive with life-joy in God’s
goodness] are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all
kinds of evil things against you because of [your association with] Me. 12 Be glad
and exceedingly joyful, for your reward in heaven is great [absolutely
inexhaustible]; for in this same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.

Disciples and the World



13 “You are the [d]salt of the earth; but if the salt has [e]lost its taste (purpose),
how can it be made salty? It is no longer good for anything, but to be thrown out
and walked on by people [when the walkways are wet and slippery].

14 “You are the light of [Christ to] the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;
15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand,
and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine before men in
such a way that they may see your good deeds and moral excellence, and
[recognize and honor and] glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

e The light shines when we prove the word works
e \When we demonstrate the blessings and power!

A Shining Light

Luke 19:1-10 NLT

“‘Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. There was a man
there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had
become very rich. He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see
over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the
road, for Jesus was going to pass that way. When Jesus came by, he looked up
at Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come
down! | must be a guest in your home today.” Zacchaeus quickly climbed down
and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. But the people were
displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled.
Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “l will give half my wealth
to the poor, Lord, and if | have cheated people on their taxes, | will give them
back four times as much!” Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home
today, for this man has shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. For the Son
of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”

e He came to seek and save the lost
e Where we take His light we take life.



Fighting with Light

Matthew 4:1-11 NLT

“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the
devil. For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry. During
that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these
stones to become loaves of bread.” But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say,
‘People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth
of God.”” Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point
of the Temple, and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures
say, ‘He will order his angels to protect you. And they will hold you up with their
hands so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.” Jesus responded, “The
Scriptures also say, “You must not test the Lord your God.”” Next the devil took
him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory. “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and
worship me.” “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say,
‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.” ” Then the devil went
away, and angels came and took care of Jesus.”

e The darkness of Satan and death could not overcome Him, sickness could
not overcome him, hunger could not overcome him, depression could not
overcome him.

e The character of God is light. He has given us his light.

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not/could not overcome it .”
John 1:4-5 KJV

e Lightis a weapon of our warfare, the sword of the Spirit.
e Take Him/The Word to the dark and dead areas of your life.
e The light against darkness



