
Fulfilling Ministry: The Ministry of Love
The Lord is loved, when we have loved others the way we love

ourselves.

Love is…

● Love is an act that expresses one’s will, proving their devotion to the good
of another, at the giver’s own expense.

● For God to be love there must be unending acts expressing His will that
proves He is devoted to the good of others, even at His own expense.

1 John 4:7-10 New Living Translation
7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God.
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not
love does not know God, for God is love.

9 God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the
world so that we might have eternal life through him. 10 This is real love—not
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take
away our sins.

● Only when someone shows you their will, have they shown you their love.

2 Peter 3:9
New King James Version
9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward [a]us, not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance.

● Only willful obedience reveals love not words.

Matthew 15:8
New Living Translation



8 ‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.

● Honor comes from the lips, love comes from our will.

Matthew 6:9-10
New King James Version
9 In this manner, therefore, pray:

Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
10 Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.

● Honor = “Hallowed be Your name”
● Love = “Your will be done”
● To be in love with God, or in the love of God, is to desire to see His will be

done.

Matthew 26:39 New Living Translation
39 He went on a little farther and bowed with his face to the ground, praying, “My
Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet I want
your will to be done, not mine.”

● Love is an act that expresses one’s will, proving their devotion to the good
of another, at the giver’s own expense.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 New Living Translation
4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It
does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being
wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth
wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and
endures through every circumstance.



The Love Cycle

Isaiah 55:8-11 New Living Translation
8 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord.
“And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.

9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so my ways are higher than your ways
and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.

10 “The rain and snow come down from the heavens
and stay on the ground to water the earth.

They cause the grain to grow,
producing seed for the farmer
and bread for the hungry.

11 It is the same with my word.
I send it out, and it always produces fruit.

It will accomplish all I want it to,
and it will prosper everywhere I send it.

God loved us first, then that same love is returned to Him by us. As we grow to
love Him more, we lose ourselves in His love and learn to love ourselves in a
way that pleases Him. Finally we lover others by leading them into His love, just
as we have loved ourselves and they begin the love cycle.

God’s Love For Us
Loving God Back
Righteous Self- Love
Loving Others

Romans 5:5
New Living Translation
5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God
loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.

The Ministry of Love: God’s Love For Us

John 8:1-11 New Living Translation



8 Jesus returned to the Mount of Olives, 2 but early the next morning he was
back again at the Temple. A crowd soon gathered, and he sat down and taught
them. 3 As he was speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees
brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. They put her in
front of the crowd.

4 “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5
The law of Moses says to stone her. What do you say?”

6 They were trying to trap him into saying something they could use against him,
but Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with his finger. 7 They kept
demanding an answer, so he stood up again and said, “All right, but let the one
who has never sinned throw the first stone!” 8 Then he stooped down again and
wrote in the dust.

9 When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with
the oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman. 10
Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, “Where are your accusers?
Didn’t even one of them condemn you?”

11 “No, Lord,” she said.

And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”

● When our guilt leaves us speechless His love speaks on our behalf.
● His grace stands between the judgement of law and death.
● Love is an act that expresses one’s will, proving their devotion to the good

of another, at the giver’s own expense.

Romans 8:38-39 New Living Translation
38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[a] neither our fears for today
nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us
from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed,
nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.



The Ministry of Love: Loving God Back

Genesis 22:1-12 New Living Translation
22 Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. “Abraham!” God called.

“Yes,” he replied. “Here I am.”

2 “Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to
the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains, which I will show you.”

3 The next morning Abraham got up early. He saddled his donkey and took two
of his servants with him, along with his son, Isaac. Then he chopped wood for a
fire for a burnt offering and set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the
third day of their journey, Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.
5 “Stay here with the donkey,” Abraham told the servants. “The boy and I will
travel a little farther. We will worship there, and then we will come right back.”

6 So Abraham placed the wood for the burnt offering on Isaac’s shoulders, while
he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them walked on together, 7
Isaac turned to Abraham and said, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“We have the fire and the wood,” the boy said, “but where is the sheep for the
burnt offering?”

8 “God will provide a sheep for the burnt offering, my son,” Abraham answered.
And they both walked on together.

9 When they arrived at the place where God had told him to go, Abraham built an
altar and arranged the wood on it. Then he tied his son, Isaac, and laid him on
the altar on top of the wood. 10 And Abraham picked up the knife to kill his son
as a sacrifice. 11 At that moment the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven,
“Abraham! Abraham!”



“Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here I am!”

12 “Don’t lay a hand on the boy!” the angel said. “Do not hurt him in any way, for
now I know that you truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even your
son, your only son.”

● Love is an act expressing one’s will, that proves their devotion to the good
of another, at their own expense.

John 21:15-17 New Living Translation
15 After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me
more than these?[a]”

“Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.”

“Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him.

16 Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.”

“Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said.

17 A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you
know everything. You know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep.

● If you love me, do my will.

John 14:15 New Living Translation
15 “If you love me, obey[a] my commandments.



The Ministry of Love: Righteous Self Love

2 Timothy 3:1-5 New Living Translation
The Dangers of the Last Days
3 You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult
times. 2 For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be
boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful.
They will consider nothing sacred. 3 They will be unloving and unforgiving; they
will slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is
good. 4 They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and
love pleasure rather than God. 5 They will act religious, but they will reject the
power that could make them godly. Stay away from people like that!

● Wrong self love, unrighteous.

John 13:1-9
New Living Translation
Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet
13 Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave
this world and return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry
on earth, and now he loved them to the very end.[a] 2 It was time for supper, and
the devil had already prompted Judas,[b] son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.
3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and that he
had come from God and would return to God. 4 So he got up from the table, took
off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin.
Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had
around him.

6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you
will.”

8 “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!”



Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.”

9 Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just
my feet!”

● Rightesou self-love is the sacrifice of one’s self to God, out of obedience
and devotion for His use.

The Ministry of Love: Loving Others

Matthew 14:13-21 New Living Translation
13 As soon as Jesus heard the news, he left in a boat to a remote area to be
alone. But the crowds heard where he was headed and followed on foot from
many towns. 14 Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he
had compassion on them and healed their sick.

15 That evening the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and
it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go to the villages and
buy food for themselves.”

16 But Jesus said, “That isn’t necessary—you feed them.”

17 “But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish!” they answered.

18 “Bring them here,” he said. 19 Then he told the people to sit down on the
grass. Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and
blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he gave the bread to the
disciples, who distributed it to the people. 20 They all ate as much as they
wanted, and afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftovers. 21
About 5,000 men were fed that day, in addition to all the women and children!

● Jesus knew if the people were sent away they would faint in the wilderness
where there was no bread.

● We have the bread! Don’t send them away to die.
● Love them with the love that has been given to us.



Love Fulfilled

Matthew 25:31-40
New Living Translation
The Final Judgment
31 “But when the Son of Man[a] comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations[b] will be gathered in
his presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats
at his left.

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world.
35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I
was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was naked, and you
gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you
visited me.’

37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry
and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and
show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did we ever see
you sick or in prison and visit you?’

40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of
these my brothers and sisters,[c] you were doing it to me!’

● When the ministry of love is fulfilled the Lord is loved, as we have loved
others, in the way in which we loved ourselves.




