
The Radical Life: The Joy of the Lord
Radical joy doesn’t require a life that is empty of problems, but rather
full of the Lord’s presence. It’s a supernatural position and condition of
the heart, producing gladness in those that trust in Him. Resulting in a
life with the constant expectation of seeing the Lord’s goodness.

Opening Scripture Reading/Prayer

Nehemiah 8:1-3
New Living Translation
8 1 all the people assembled with a unified purpose at the square just inside the
Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of
Moses, which the Lord had given for Israel to obey.

2 So on October 8[a] Ezra the priest brought the Book of the Law before the
assembly, which included the men and women and all the children old enough to
understand. 3 He faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early morning
until noon and read aloud to everyone who could understand. All the people
listened closely to the Book of the Law.

Nehemiah 8:5-6
New Living Translation
5 Ezra stood on the platform in full view of all the people. When they saw him
open the book, they all rose to their feet.

6 Then Ezra praised the Lord, the great God, and all the people chanted, “Amen!
Amen!” as they lifted their hands. Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord
with their faces to the ground.

Nehemiah 8:8-12
New Living Translation
8 They read from the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained the meaning
of what was being read, helping the people understand each passage.



9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who
were interpreting for the people said to them, “Don’t mourn or weep on such a
day as this! For today is a sacred day before the Lord your God.” For the people
had all been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.

10 And Nehemiah[a] continued, “Go and celebrate with a feast of rich foods and
sweet drinks, and share gifts of food with people who have nothing prepared.
This is a sacred day before our Lord. Don’t be dejected and sad, for the joy of the
Lord is your strength!”

11 And the Levites, too, quieted the people, telling them, “Hush! Don’t weep! For
this is a sacred day.” 12 So the people went away to eat and drink at a festive
meal, to share gifts of food, and to celebrate with great joy because they had
heard God’s words and understood them.

A Revelation of Joy

Radical joy doesn’t require a life that is empty of problems, but
rather full of the Lord’s presence.

Psalm 23:4
New King James Version
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
For You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

Psalm 21:6-7
New Living Translation
6 You have endowed him with eternal blessings

and given him the joy of your presence.
7 For the king trusts in the Lord.

The unfailing love of the Most High will keep him from stumbling.

1 Chronicles 16:26-28



New Living Translation
26 The gods of other nations are mere idols,

but the Lord made the heavens!
27 Honor and majesty surround him;

strength and joy fill his dwelling.

28 O nations of the world, recognize the Lord,
recognize that the Lord is glorious and strong.

Psalm 16:11
New King James Version
11 You will show me the path of life;
In Your presence is fullness of joy;
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Psalm 100
New Living Translation
Psalm 100
A psalm of thanksgiving.
1 Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth!
2     Worship the Lord with gladness.

Come before him, singing with joy.
3 Acknowledge that the Lord is God!

He made us, and we are his.[a]
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him and praise his name.

5 For the Lord is good.
His unfailing love continues forever,
and his faithfulness continues to each generation.



The Power of Joy

It’s a supernatural position and condition of the heart.

● The source of joy is God and He is a spirit, therefore joy is spiritual.
● Joy isn’t a feeling, it's a fact, and the fact is that joy comes from the Lord.

Galatians 5:22-25
New King James Version
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 [a]gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And
those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Romans 15:13
New Living Translation
13 I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace
because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 28:6-8
New Living Translation
6 Praise the Lord!

For he has heard my cry for mercy.
7 The Lord is my strength and shield.

I trust him with all my heart.
He helps me, and my heart is filled with joy.

I burst out in songs of thanksgiving.

8 The Lord gives his people strength.
He is a safe fortress for his anointed king.



The Strategy of Joy

Joy produces gladness in those that trust in Him.

James 1:2-4
New Living Translation
Faith and Endurance
2 Dear brothers and sisters,[a] when troubles of any kind come your way,
consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is
tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your
endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.

Isaiah 40:27-31
New King James Version
27 Why do you say, O Jacob,
And speak, O Israel:
“My way is hidden from the Lord,
And my just claim is passed over by my God”?
28 Have you not known?
Have you not heard?
The everlasting God, the Lord,
The Creator of the ends of the earth,
Neither faints nor is weary.
His understanding is unsearchable.
29 He gives power to the weak,
And to those who have no might He increases strength.
30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary,
And the young men shall utterly fall,
31 But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.



The Triumph of Joy

Joy is the result of a life with the constant expectation of seeing
the Lord’s goodness.

Psalm 27:13-14
New King James Version
13 I would have lost heart, unless I had believed
That I would see the goodness of the Lord
In the land of the living.

14 Wait[a] on the Lord;
Be of good courage,
And He shall strengthen your heart;
Wait, I say, on the Lord!

Job 5:16-18
New Living Translation
16 And so at last the poor have hope,

and the snapping jaws of the wicked are shut.

17 “But consider the joy of those corrected by God!
Do not despise the discipline of the Almighty when you sin.

18 For though he wounds, he also bandages.
He strikes, but his hands also heal.

Psalm 16:8-9
New Living Translation
8 I know the Lord is always with me.

I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me.

9 No wonder my heart is glad, and I rejoice.[a]
My body rests in safety.




