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1.Understanding the
Importance of Context &
Culture

1 Corinthians 7:18 NRSV

18 Was anyone at the time of his call already
circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the
marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the
time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not
seek circumcision.



Cultural Background
Let him not seek to remove the marks of

circumcision. 
1 Corinthians 7:18



2.Objective & Subjective Commands

Commandments From God Commandments From Men
10 To the married I give this command—
not I but the Lord—that the wife should
not separate from her husband 
1 Corinthians 7:10 NRSV

12 To the rest I say—I and not the Lord—
that if any brother has a wife who is an
unbeliever and she consents to live with
him,
1 Corinthians 7:12 NRSV



Subjective Command

Deuteronomy 24:1-2 KJV

When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it
come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because
he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write
her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send
her out of his house.
2 And when she is departed out of his house, she may go
and be another man's wife.

8 He said to them, “It was because you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed
you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 

Matthew 19:8 NRSV Jesus says Moses wrote the command in Deuteronomy 24 
because from the beginning it was NOT SO.



Subjective & Objective
Command

1 Corinthians 14:34 KJV

34 Let your women keep silence in the
churches: for it is not permitted unto them

to speak; but they are commanded to be
under obedience as also saith the law.

34 Women should be silent in the churches.
For they are not permitted to speak but should

be subordinate, as the law also says.
1 Corinthians 14:34 NRSV



16 To the woman he said,
“I will make your pangs in childbirth

exceedingly great;
    in pain you shall bring forth children,

yet your desire shall be for your husband,
    and he shall rule over you.”

The Command

Genesis 3:16 NRSV

There is SAFETY in SUBMISSION



49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know
that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand
what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to

Nazareth and was obedient to them, and his mother treasured all these
things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years and in divine and
human favor.

Jesus Subject to His Parents

Luke 2:49-52 NRSV

The Son of God was obedient and submitted Himself to His parents.



3.Can Women Preach?
There is NOT one command in the Bible that says women cannot
preach. Preaching is usually done publicly to unbelievers to draw them
into the faith. Women should preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ.



1)One can help instill doctrine
without exercising authority over
that person. During those times
teachers were also an
authoritative by giving commands
to disciples and followers. 

2) Some women have better
doctrine than some men. We see
Priscilla along with her husband
helping Apollos in doctrine. 

Can Women Teach?

 12 I do not permit a woman to teach
or to have authority over a man; she is
to keep silent. 13 For Adam was formed
first, then Eve, 14 and Adam was not
deceived, but the woman was deceived
and became a transgressor.
1 Timothy 2:12-14 NRSV

1.Paul’s Subjective Command

26 He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila
heard him they took him aside and explained
the Way of God to him more accurately.
Acts 18:26 NRSV

17 And to the man he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
Genesis 3:17 NRSV



Women Teach

Titus 2:3-5 NRSV

3 Likewise, tell the older women to be reverent

in behavior, not to be slanderers or enslaved to

much wine; they are to teach what is good,4 so

that they may encourage the young women to

love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to

be self-controlled, chaste, good managers of the

household, kind, submissive to their husbands,

so that the word of God may not be discredited.

There is
SAFETY in

SUBMISSION



Great Women of Faith 1



Great Women of Faith 2



Great Women of Faith 3



Great Women of Faith 4
through [Blandina] Christ pointed out that the things among men which appear mean and obscure
and contemptible with God are deemed worthy of great glory because of the love for Him shown in

power and not boasted of in appearance.
For, while we all feared, and her mistress in the world, who was herself also one of the contenders

among the martyrs, was in distress lest she be not able even to make her confession boldly because
of weakness of body, Blandina was filled with so much strength that she was released and those
who tortured her in relays in every manner from morning until evening became exhausted, even

confessing of their own accord that they were beaten, since they had nothing further to do to her,
and that they marveled at the fact that she was still alive, for her whole body was broken and
opened, and that they testified that one form of torture was enough to drive out life, to say

nothing of the different nature and number of the tortures.
But the blessed woman, like a noble athlete, renewed her strength in the confession, and her
comfort and rest and release from the pain of what was happening to her was in saying: “I am a

Christian woman and nothing wicked happens among us.” (tr. Roy Defarrari, 5.18.19)


