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Bound
until
death
Romans 7 & 
1 Corinthians

2 Thus a married woman is bound by the
law to her husband as long as he lives, but
if her husband dies, she is discharged from

the law concerning the husband. 3
Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress
if she belongs to another man while her
husband is alive. But if her husband dies,

she is free from that law, and if she
belongs to another man, she is not an

adulteress. Romans 7:2-3 NRSV

39 A wife is bound as long as her husband
lives. But if the husband dies, she is free
to marry anyone she wishes, only in the

Lord. 1 Corinthians 7:39 NRSV



marriage ends only in
death

Marriage is a lifelong covenant that will never be invalidated by
God while both parties live.

(Hermes, Justin Martyr, Clement, Origen, Basil, Ambrose,
Augustine).

Early Church Beliefs



what is Espoused?
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to

Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example,

was minded to put her away privily.
Matthew 1:18-19 KJV



Engaged, Betrothed
18 Now the birth of Jesus
the Messiah took place in
this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to

Joseph, but before they
lived together, she was

found to be pregnant from
the Holy Spirit. 19 Her

husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling

to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to
divorce her quietly.

Matthew 1:18-19 NRSV 

Espoused or Betrothal was a financial
agreemant called the Ketubah. They

were not married as the covenant
wasn’t ratified or consummated. Once

the marriage was consummated it
became ratified or established. 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what
the angel of the Lord had commanded

him and took Mary home as his wife. 25
But he did not consummate their

marriage until she gave birth to a son.
And he gave him the name Jesus.

Matthew 1:24-25 NIV



Unfaithful or Disagreement.

Divorce in betrothal
A divorce during the betrothal usually occured because of unfaithfulness. The man and woman
can separate and marry another because the marriage was not ratified or established. Paul

says no man can annul a covenant once it has been ratified. Galatians 3:15

Betrothed or Espoused They were NOT
married only
betrothed/
engaged.

Divorce

Virgin

Virgin

VirginVirgin

Ketubah



unmarried & widows
8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain

unmarried as I am. 9 But if they are not practicing self-control, they should marry.
For it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion.

1 Corinthians 7:8 NRSV

Single: Men never married not virgins or spouse died.
Women who were never married but not virgins.

Widows: Women who‘s husbands have died.



Married & Divorced 
10 To the married I give this command—not I but the Lord—that the wife

should not separate from her husband 11 (but if she does separate(divorce), let
her remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband) and that the

husband should not divorce his wife.
1 Corinthians 7:10-11 NRSV

Divorced: Remain unmarried or be reconciledMarried: Do not divorce. 

John Chrysostom (c.347-407AD) 
‘Let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband.’....‘What then if

he will never be reconciled?’ one may ask. You have one more mode of
release and deliverance. What is that? Await his death. For as the

(consecrated) virgin may not marry because her Spouse always lives, and
is immortal; so to her who has been married it is then only lawful [to

remarry] when her husband is dead. 



Married & Divorced 
10 To the married I give this command—not I but the Lord—that the wife

should not separate from her husband 11 (but if she does separate(divorce), let
her remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband) and that the

husband should not divorce his wife.
1 Corinthians 7:10-11 NRSV



Married unbeliever
12 To the rest I say—I and not the Lord—that if any brother has a wife who is

an unbeliever and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her.
1 Corinthians 7:12 NRSV

15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so; in such a case the
brother or sister is not bound. It is to peace that God has called us.

 1 Corinthians 7:15 NRSV Paul does NOT say free to marry
another.

Paul uses the Greek word for bondage not the Greek word for
bound.



virgins
25 Now concerning virgins, I have no command of the Lord, but I give my

opinion as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. 
26 I think that, in view of the impending crisis, it is good for you to remain as you

are.
27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a

wife? Do not seek a wife. 
28 But if you marry, you do not sin, and if a virgin marries, she does not sin.
Yet those who marry will experience distress in the flesh, and I would spare you

that.
1 Corinthians 7:25-28 NRSV



virgins



virgins
27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a

wife? Do not seek a wife.
28 But if you marry, you do not sin, and if a virgin marries, she does not sin.
Yet those who marry will experience distress in the flesh, and I would spare you

that.
1 Corinthians 7:27-28 NRSV

Bound: A man who has never had sexual intercourse betrothed or espoused to
a woman.

Free: A man who has never had sexual intercourse could no longer be
betrothed or espoused to a woman. Or a man who was married but freed

because his spouse died.



Free or loosed
27 Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 

1 Corinthians 7:27-28 NRSV

1: A man who is no longer betrothed or espoused to a woman. 

2: A man who is no longer married because his wife died. 

These are the two ways a man can be legally loosed from a wife.

Divorce cannot legally loose a married man because his marriage
covenant has been ratified and he is bound until death. Galatians 3:15



Marriage Consummated /
Ratified

Betrothal to married
15 To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or

adds to it once it has been ratified. Galatians 3:15

Betrothed or Espoused
They are Bound to one
another until death. If

one divorces for
fornication(adultery)

they must remain
unmarried or be

reconciled.

Divorce CANNOT
Annul the marriage
covenant because
it has been ratified.Virgin

Virgin



Betrothal to married
Greek Definition of Ratify.



consistent
15 To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no

one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified.
Galatians 3:15 ESV

11 (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to
her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife.

1 Corinthians 7:11 ESV

39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband
dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

1 Corinthians 7:39 ESV



early church
Whoever contracts a second marriage, whether a Christian or not, while a former

spouse lives is sinning against God
(Justin Martyr, Ambrose).

The marriage covenant between a man and a woman is permanent, as
long as both husband and wife are alive

(Clement, Origen, Ambrose, Jerome, Augustine).

Marriage and affection with a remarried
spouse while a former spouse lives is the sin

of adultery
(Hermes, Justin Martyr, Clement, Origen, Basil,

Ambrose, Jerome, Augustine).

Spouses that are divorced for any reason must
remain celibate and single as long as both

spouses live. Remarriage is expressly prohibited
(Hermes, Justin Martyr, Clement, Origen, Basil,

Ambrose, Jerome, Augustine).


