
Walking Through 
Revelation

Seeking to Understand What is Written



“THEY WILL MAKE WAR AGAINST 
THE LAMB, BUT THE LAMB WILL 

OVERCOME THEM BECAUSE HE IS 
LORD OF LORDS AND KING OF 

KINGS – AND WITH HIM WILL BE 
HIS CALLED, CHOSEN AND 

FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS.” 17:14



Who? What? Where? WHY??
◦ The key to unlocking Scripture, especially the Epistles is asking the 

question “why?”

◦ Revelation revealed by Jesus Christ to John and is letter to the Seven 
Churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, 
and Laodicea in Asia (now modern Western Turkey)

◦ Revelation was written to ordinary church people

◦ John was exiled on the island of Patmos during this revelation from 
Jesus.

◦ The reason for Revelation is to prepare the church for perilous times.



John, the Beloved Apostle

◦ Exiled on a Greek Island Patmos in the Aegean Sea (imagine 
Alcatraz) in prison and in chains (equivalent to this are criminals 
exiled to Siberia in the ancient world. They were sent away so they 
could not “pollute” society).

◦ John was engulfed in his Scriptures. He knew the Word: out of 404 
verses, there are 400 allusions to the Old Testament in Revelation.

◦ 24 of 39 books in the Old Testament are referred to in this one book 
of Revelation

◦ It appears that John’s heart, as a pastor, was 150 miles away in those 
churches to whom he wrote.



What’s in this Book?

◦ A. The Present (ch. 1-3, Ascended Lord, seven lampstands)

◦ B. Near Future (ch. 6-16, Seals, trumpets, bowls, devil, anti-Christ, 
false prophet. Ch. 17-19 Babylon last capital, Armageddon – last 
battle,

◦ C. Far Future (ch. 20, Millennial reign, Judgment Day; ch. 21-22 New 
Heaven and Earth, New Jerusalem.



WHERE ARE 
WE GOING 

WRONG 
WITH 

REVELATION?



[Mis]Understanding the Gaps
◦ Geographical

◦ Cultural

◦ Time

◦ Language

◦ Historical

◦ A Text cannot mean what it never could have meant to its authors or 
readers

◦ Students from certain traditions get around what is plainly stated in 
passages like 1 Cor. 10:1-13; 2 Peter 2:20-22, and Hebrews 6:4-6. They 
seldom ask what these texts actually mean, they simply want to know 
how to “get around” what the texts clearly affirm.



Good Hermeneutics 
and Exegesis
◦ Proper hermeneutics addresses what the Scripture 

precisely is saying “back then” so we can understand 
it for the “now.”

◦ Then, we can read out (exegesis) what Scripture is 
truly saying opposed to reading “into” what is not 
there (eisegesis).

◦ The true meaning of Biblical text is what God 
originally intended it to mean when it was first 
spoken or written. This is the starting point.

◦ Improper hermeneutics and exegesis is how cults are 
born.



Great Revelation to the Ordinary
◦ Written to COMMON PEOPLE! (see Mark 12:37)

◦ Common sense is a basic requirement in determining what is literal 
and symbolic

◦ The four horsemen are symbols, but the wars, bloodshed, famine are 
literal. The “lake of  fire” is symbolic, but the unending “torment” in it 
is literal (Rev. 20:10)

◦ Words are to be taken in its plainest simplest text, unless otherwise 
noted.

◦ The same words in the same context mean the same thing. Can’t 
change meanings of words to fit our liking



Addressing the Gaps
◦ Audience: Gentiles of mix race, lived in a 

Roman province, spoke Greek, read Jewish 
scriptures, and shared Christian faith.

◦ These were a persecuted people.



Given and 
Written with 

Purpose

◦ Revelation was not given so that we may have a 
schedule and time of events. THE PURPOSE 
OF REVELATION IS TO PREPARE the 
people. (1:9-10)



Portrait of the Anti-Christ

◦ Julius Caesar was the first to proclaim himself “divine”

◦ Augustus built temples in his honor

◦ Nero began the persecution of Christians by dousing them in oil and 
burning them alive to serve as light posts to light his garden parties 
or sewing them in skins of wild animals to be hunted by dogs. This 
was limited to a location and duration

◦ Domitian (pictures left) pitched the fiercest attack towards Christians 
in the last decade of the first century that would continue for 200 
years. He demanded universal worship of himself or else death. Once 
a year incense had to be thrown on an altar before his bust and 
declared “Caesar is Lord.” This was known as ”The Lord’s Day”



Martyrdom
◦ Andrew: died on an x shaped cross in Paras of Achaia

◦ Bartholomew (Nathaniel): flayed alive in Armenia

◦ James (brother of John): beheaded by Herod Agrippa in Jerusalem

◦ James (brother of Jesus): thrown from the pinnacle of the temple and stoned

◦ Jude (Thaddeus): shot by arrows in Armenia

◦ Matthew: slain by sword in Parthia

◦ Peter: crucified upside down in Rome

◦ Philip: hanged on a pilar in Hierapolis in Phrygia

◦ Simon (the Zealot): crucified in Persia

◦ Thomas: slain with a spear in India

◦ Matthias: stoned and beheaded

◦ Paul: Beheaded in Rome



REVELATION IS A MANUAL 
FOR MARTYRDOM.

BELIEVERS ARE TO “BE 
FAITHFUL EVEN TO THE 
POINT OF DEATH” (2:10)



The Call to Believers: 
Endure
◦ In the middle of trouble Christians: “This calls for 

patient endurance on the part of the saints who 
obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to 
Jesus (14:12). This is probably the key verse to the 
whole book (my opinion)

◦ Key word in the Book (my opinion): Endure

◦ Each letter concludes with the exhortation of being 
an overcomer. There is an active call for those who 
suffer persecution to overcome

◦ To lapse from Christian belief and behavior is to be 
unfaithful to Jesus



Win!

◦ Not only does Christ win, but believers must also win! Jesus 
overcame the world (Jn 16:33) now we must overcome the world!

◦ Motivations: 1. Reward; 2. Punishment

◦ Revelation is written TO BELIEVERS, not unbelievers. Revelation 
addresses ”the saints” and “his servants.” The message in 21:7-8 is to 
cowardly and faithless believers.

◦ Two Destinies presented in Revelation for Christians: either they 
will be raised with Christ to share his reign with eternal life; or they 
will lose their inheritance in the kingdom and end up in hell.



SO HOW DO WE READ REVELATION? “THIS 
BOOK BECOMES MUCH MORE MEANINGFUL 
TO CHRISTIANS UNDER PERSECUTION. MAYBE 
THIS IS ALSO WHY WESTERN CHRISTIANS  IN 

COMFORTABLE CHURCHES FAIL TO FIND 
[REVELATION] RELEVANT. IT HAS TO BE READ 

THROUGH TEARS.” – DAVID PAWSON (1930-2020)


