
REFUTING 
CALVINISM

Michael Ray Garvin

Biblical evidence



35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet

do not believe. 
37 Everything that the Father gives me will come
to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never

drive away, 

opening verses

JOHN 6:35-37 NRSV



COMES & BELIEVES1
THE WORD COMES IS A SYLLEPSIS

Definition: a figure of speech in which a word is applied to
two others in different senses. The word is used literally
and figuratively at the same time. 

FOR EXAMPLE: In 'opening the door and heart to the homeless
boy,' for instance, opening the heart opens the door, for it is the
heart that opens or closes the door; to 'open' yokes the 'heart'
inside with the 'door' outside.

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=575056345&rls=en&q=senses&si=ALGXSlbD4fKmSL7CRU364kGH2u8kMmM09fz9GlKEI2AETA-uR9VHt80TCNWvWLN0a8TL6JbOvKAFFb9nky0Y8LkkGmt7M3qNKw%3D%3D&expnd=1


Thayer’s Greek Lexicon



HOW IS COMING LITERAL?2
VERSE 36 & 37 BRING CONTEXT

36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe.
John 6:36 NRSVThayer’s Greek Lexicon



34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

John 9:34 NRSV

37 Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone
who comes to me I will never drive away,

John 6:37 NRSV 

Anyone who came to Jesus and followed Him as a disciple, He will never drive
them away or cast them away from His physical presence or fellowship. The

audience understood this because the Pharisees would cast people out of the
synagogue. “Jesus didn’t say anyone who believed in Me, He would never drive

away.” He said “comes to me,” as in fellowship and being a literal follower while on
earth.

Thayer’s Greek Lexicon



6 “I have made your name known to those
whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word. 7 Now they
know that everything you have given me is
from you, 8 for the words that you gave to
me I have given to them, and they have
received them and know in truth that I
came from you, and they have believed
that you sent me. 
John 17:6-8 NRSV

IS JOHN 6 ABOUT US?3
37 Everything that the Father
gives me will come to me, and
anyone who comes to me I will
never drive away, 
John 6:37 NRSV

None of us were born when Jesus said this. 

Jesus makes this very clear
that He is speaking about
those who the Father has

given Him.



6 “I have made your name known to those
whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word. 7 Now they
know that everything you have given me is
from you, 8 for the words that you gave to
me I have given to them, and they have
received them and know in truth that I
came from you, and they have believed
that you sent me. 
John 17:6-8 NRSV

JOHN 6 IS NOT ABOUT US3

John 6 is talking about the disciples
who physically followed Jesus

during that time.

Jesus is speaking in past tense about those whom the
Father has given Him.



64 But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the
beginning who were the ones who did not believe and who was the one who

would betray him. 65 And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can
come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”

66 Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about
with him. 

John 6:64-66 NRSV

37 Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who
comes to me I will never drive away, 

John 6:37 NRSV

Jesus didn’t drive or cast those disciples away they left on their own. His 12
disciples stayed.



TWO DIFFERENT GROUPS

39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing
of all that he has given me but raise it up on the last day. 
John 6:39 NRSV

The disciples 

40 This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and
believe in him may have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the
last day.”
John 6:40 NRSV

everyone else who saw Jesus & believed



VERSE 39 4
39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing
of all that he has given me but raise it up on the last day. 
John 6:39 NRSV

12 While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have
given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the
one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.
John 17:12 NRSV

The answer to verse 39



VERSE 405
40 This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son
and believe in him may have eternal life, and I will raise them up
on the last day.”
John 6:40 NRSV

Thayer’s Greek Lexicon

Jesus means all who have literally seen Him with their own eyes. 
John 6:40 is NOT about us who have NOT seen Him. 



 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even

though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice

with an indescribable and glorious joy, 
1 Peter 1:8 NRSV

WE HAVE NOT SEEN THE SON
29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.”
John 20:29 NRSV

We have NOT seen Jesus but we BELIEVE. 



JOHN 6 FULFILLED IN JOHN 17
14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking
you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.
16 They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me into the
world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself,
so that they also may be sanctified in truth.
20 “I ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe
in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me
and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you
have sent me.
John 17:14-21 NRSV

It is clear that the apostles were given to the Son by the Father. Jesus prays for those
given to him and then for us and the rest who will believe through the apostle’s preaching.



DISCIPLES & US
6 “I have made your name known to
those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave
them to me, and they have kept your
word. 7 Now they know that everything
you have given me is from you, 8 for the
words that you gave to me I have given
to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that I came from you,
and they have believed that you sent
me. 
John 17:6-8 NRSV

16 I have other sheep that do not
belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my
voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd.
John 10:16 NRSVThe Father gave the Son the Disciples.

32 And I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.”
John 12:32 NRSV

The Son draws All people to Himself. 



ALL MAY BE ONE
16 I have other sheep that do not
belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my
voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd.
John 10:16 NRSV

20 “I ask not only on behalf of
these but also on behalf of
those who believe in me
through their word, 21 that
they may all be one. As you,
Father, are in me and I am in
you, may they also be in
us,so that the world may
believe that you have sent me. 
John 17:20-21 NRSV

Jesus prays for the other sheep in
John 17 that they all may be one.


