
The CommandmentsThe Commandments

BY MICHAEL RAY GARVIN

You Can ObeyYou Can Obey



CIRCUMCISE
HEART

DEUTERONOMY 30:6 NRSV

6 “Moreover, the Lord your God will
circumcise your heart and the heart of
your descendants, so that you will love
the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul, in order that you
may live.



 LOVE THE FATHER & SON

JOHN 14:21, 23 NRSV

21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me,

and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal

myself to them.”

23 Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will

love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever

does not love me does not keep my words, and the word that you hear is not mine

but is from the Father who sent me.



ENDURANCE & KEEP THE COMMANDS

REVELATION 14:12 NRSV

12 Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the

commandments of God and hold fast to the faith of Jesus.

14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the

tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

REVELATION 22:14 NRSV



The Shepherd of Hermas is a document attributed to Hermas, a Roman freedperson, who

flourished during the first half of the 2nd century CE. The writing identifies a Clement who has

the responsibility of sending writings on behalf of a Roman church to believers in other cities

(Vis. 2.4.3), a reference many regard as a direct allusion to the author of the 1st-century letter, 1

Clement. Hermas learns from his heavenly messengers that because believers have sinned

following their baptism God is offering them an opportunity before a coming judgment for a

“second repentance.” In some parts of the early church the Shepherd was treated as

canonical: the Greek Codex Sinaiticus (4th century) and the Greek-Latin Codex

Claromantanus (6th century) include it as part of the New Testament; Irenaeus and

Clement of Alexandria quote it as Scripture. The Shepherd was one of the most widely

read writings in the early church; numerous authors (for example, Tertullian, Origen,

Augustine, Jerome, Athanasius, to name only a few) cited it even if they did not regard it as

canonical. Its popularity is also attested by numerous depictions of scenes in Christian

iconography.

SHEPHERD OF HERMAS

13 If one gives answer before hearing, it is folly and shame. Proverbs 18:13 NRSV


















