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5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are
no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what
God has joined together, let no one separate.”

M A T T H E W  1 9 : 5 - 6  N R S V



H O W  D O E S  G O D  E N D
A  M A R R I A G E
C O V E N A N T ?



Or do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those
who know the law—that the law is binding on a person only during
that person’s lifetime? 2 Thus a married woman is bound by the law
to her husband as long as he lives, but if her husband dies, she is
discharged from the law concerning the husband. 3 Accordingly, she
will be called an adulteress if she belongs to another man while her
husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law,
and if she belongs to another man, she is not an adulteress.
4 In the same way, my brothers and sisters, you have died to the law
through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to
him who was raised from the dead in order that we may bear fruit for
God.
Romans 7:1-4 NRSV



39 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives. But if the
husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, only
in the Lord. 

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  7 : 3 9  N R S V



D E F I N I T I O N  O F  D I V O R C E



D E F I N I T I O N  O F  D I V O R C E



Divorce does not mean to annul or to do away
with a covenant. It only means to separate. A
spouse can separate because of violation of the
covenant but violation of covenant doesn’t
mean an end of it. People break the law but
breaking the law doesn’t do away with the law. 



32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord.
Jeremiah 31:32 NRSV



I F  D I V O R C E  E N D S  A  M A R R I A G E  C O V E N A N T
T H E N  W H Y  D I D  G O D  S A Y  H E  W A S  S T I L L
M A R R I E D  T O  I S R A E L  A F T E R  D I V O R C E ?

8 And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed
adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce;...
Jeremiah 3:8

14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married unto you: 
Jeremiah 3:14 





I F  D I V O R C E  E N D S  A  M A R R I A G E  C O V E N A N T

T H E N  W H Y  D I D  P A U L  S A Y  W E  H A D  T O  D I E

W I T H  C H R I S T  T O  B E  M A R R I E D  T O  A N O T H E R

A F T E R  G O D  D I V O R C E D  I S R A E L ?

4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of
Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.
Romans 7:4 



N O  M A N  C A N  A N N U L  A
M A R R I A G E  C O V E N A N T

15 To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-
made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has
been ratified.
Galatians 3:15 

This means divorce cannot cancel or do away with a marriage
covenant. Paul is not contradicting himself or the commands of

Jesus. ONLY DEATH ENDS A MARRIAGE COVENANT!





N O  M A N  C A N  D I S S O L V E  A
M A R R I A G E  C O V E N A N T

15 To give a human example, brothers: even with a
man-made (marriage) covenant, no one annuls it
(no one dissolves)or adds to it once it has been
ratified (established).
Galatians 3:15 



I F  Y O U  S T I L L  B E L I E V E  D I V O R C E

A N N U L S  A  M A R R I A G E

C O V E N A N T  T H E N  Y O U  H A V E  T O

P R O V E  P A U L  W R O N G  F O R

S A Y I N G  T H A T  N O  M A N  C A N

A N N U L  A  C O V E N A N T .



I N C O N S I S T E N T
God Divorces Israel.

Covenant Is Annuled

FREE To Marry Another

Paul Says Covenant is Binding Until
Death

We had to Die with Christ to be FREE
to Marry Another

Why Die with Christ if the Divorce in Jeremiah 3:8 ended the covenant making
Israel FREE to marry another?



C O N S I S T E N T

God Divorces Israel.

Israel is still bound in Covenant until
Death.

Paul Says Covenant is Binding Until
Death

We had to Die with Christ to be FREE
to Marry Another

Now we have to die with Christ to end the Old covenant making Israel FREE to
marry another. Romans 7:4 



F R E E  T O  R E M A R R Y

When a man hath taken a wife, and married
her, and it come to pass that she find no

favour in his eyes, because he hath found
some uncleanness in her: then let him write
her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her

hand, and send her out of his house.
2 And when she is departed out of his

house, she may go and be another man's
wife.

Deuteronomy 24:1-2

2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the
law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband

be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.
3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to

another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her
husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she
is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.

Romans 7:2-3

O L D  T E S T A M E N T N E W  T E S T A M E N T

39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband
liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be

married to whom she will; only in the Lord.
1 Corinthians 7:39

Free to remarry after divorce. Free to remarry after death.



Sin
Reviler
Stealing

Lying
Cussing

Lust
Drunkenness
Fornication

Adultery
Witchcraft

Greed
Jealousy

Anger
Strife

Idolatry

20 but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout the
countryside of Judea, and also to the gentiles, that they should repent and turn

to God and do deeds consistent with repentance.
Acts 26:20 NRSV

Many people are teaching that every sin must stop
and change except those who are already

divorced and remarried. They are saying, all they
have to do is ask for forgiveness and they can

remain in the adulterous marriage.

In football the offensive team
must have 7 men lined up on

the line of scrimmage. If there are
less than 7 men on the line, the

offensive team will be flagged
for an illegal formation and will
move back 5 yards. In order to
fix this they must change the
formation and add the 7th man
on the line in order to be legal

and move forward.

Imagine ALL SIN is an illegal
formation. Jesus commands us

to repent and to no longer
intentionally sin.

ILLEGAL FORMATION

LEGAL FORMATION

ADULTERY


