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Hebrews 7 part 1 

The Shadow of a Superior King 
The world rarely persecutes empty religion. Society is perfectly content to let you 
follow a ritualistic system, embrace a man-made philosophy, or adhere to a strict 
set of moral ethics. However, the moment you declare your absolute allegiance to 
the exclusive Lordship of Jesus Christ, the friction begins. As Pastor Steve pointed 
out in this study of Hebrews 7, the original audience was feeling the intense heat of 
persecution. Exhausted and fearful, they were being tempted to retreat into the safe, 
culturally acceptable shadows of the Levitical priesthood and the Jewish temple. 
But the author of Hebrews violently blocks their retreat, pointing them instead to a 
mysterious, ancient king who proves that Jesus Christ operates on an infinitely 
higher plane than any earthly religious system.

Enter Melchizedek. Mentioned only briefly in the Old Testament, this king and priest 
bursts onto the pages of Genesis to bless Abraham and then vanishes without a 
recorded genealogy. He is not a piece of biblical trivia; he is a breathtaking, divine 
type of the Son of God. If we are ever going to stop drifting and truly anchor our 
souls behind the heavenly veil, we must understand the order of Melchizedek. We 
must grasp that we serve a King of Righteousness who brings eternal peace, 
demanding not just a religious ritual, but the cheerful surrender of our entire lives.

Doctrinal Definition: The Eternal Priesthood of Christ is the biblical doctrine that 
Jesus flawlessly unites the sovereign authority of a King with the intercessory 
mediation of a High Priest, serving eternally based on His indestructible divine life 
rather than a flawed human lineage, thereby permanently abolishing the need for the 
Old Covenant Levitical system.


Study Questions: 
1. Under the Old Covenant, the offices of king (from Judah) and priest (from Levi) 

were strictly separated. Why was it a theological necessity for Jesus to perfectly 
unite both sovereign rule and spiritual mediation in one person? (OT: Zechariah 
6:13 | NT: Hebrews 7:1-2)


2. Lineage: The Levitical priesthood was entirely dependent on heredity and ended 
in death. How does Christ’s eternal, unending priesthood guarantee the absolute, 
unshakeable security of your salvation? (OT: Psalm 110:4 | NT: Hebrews 7:16)


3. The writer of Hebrews knew the physical temple in Jerusalem would soon be 
destroyed (A.D. 70). How does the eternal priesthood of Christ completely liberate 
the believer from depending on physical buildings, altars, or human mediators? 
(OT: 1 Samuel 15:22 | NT: Hebrews 10:11-12)


4. Many people say "I hope I am saved," but the biblical hope is a settled 
confidence. How does the finished work of Jesus move your salvation from a 
fragile wish into a steadfast guarantee? (OT: Isaiah 32:17 | NT: 1 John 5:13)


5. Melchizedek was a historical figure whose life was sovereignly arranged by God 
to be a "type" (a prophetic picture) of Christ. How does seeing the sovereign 
orchestration of history in the Old Testament bolster your faith in God's control 
over the future? (OT: Isaiah 46:9-10 | NT: Romans 15:4)


