S T A N Pastor Steve Kerns

The Greater and More Perfect Sanctuary

HEBREWS 9 PART 1

Entering the Heavenly Sanctuary

When life gets difficult, human nature desperately clings to what it can see. Under
intense persecution in 68 A.D., Jewish Christians were tempted to abandon the
invisible grace of the New Covenant and run back to the familiar, physical grandeur
of the Jerusalem temple. But as Pastor Steve illuminated from Hebrews 9, returning
to that decaying, temporary system was theological suicide. The blood of goats
could temporarily cover sin, but it could never wash a guilty conscience clean.

The earthly tabernacle was never the final destination; it was a masterpiece of
Biblical Typology —the study of how Old Testament objects act as prophetic
blueprints that perfectly foreshadow the ultimate reality of Jesus Christ.

For example, if you trace the layout of the tabernacle's furniture, it perfectly forms
the shape of a cross. Every piece points to the Savior who bypassed the earthly tent
to enter the heavenly sanctuary: He is our Light (the Lampstand), our Sustenance
(the Showbread), and our Intercessor (the Incense). Most importantly, He is the
ultimate Mercy Seat, where His own blood covers the shattered Law of God to
permanently appease divine wrath (propitiation).

Christ has secured your eternal redemption. Looking at this blueprint, where are you
currently trying to "bypass" the cross—whether by seeking your daily nourishment
from the culture, failing to intercede in prayer, or hiding your sin instead of resting
under His blood? It is time to stop trying to clear your conscience with "dead
works" and confidently enter the Holy of Holies.

Study Questions

1. In the Old Covenant, the average person could never enter the Holy Place, and
only the High Priest could enter the Holy of Holies once a year. How often do you
take for granted the staggering privilege of having direct, 24/7 access to the
Creator of the universe? (OT: Leviticus 16:2 | NT: Hebrews 4:16)

2. The earthly sanctuary only dealt with external behaviors ("foods and drinks,
various washings"). Why is modern Christianity so easily tempted to focus on
external appearances (how we dress, what we drink, attendance) while
completely ignoring the rot inside the heart? (OT: 1 Samuel 16:7 | NT: Matthew
23:25-27)

3. When you feel guilty, do you try to ease your conscience through "dead works"
(e.g., repeating a prayer 10 times, volunteering more, trying to be overly nice), or
do you rest in the blood of Christ? (OT: Psalm 32:1-5 | NT: Hebrews 10:22)

4. Hebrews 9:14 says our consciences are cleansed from dead works so that we
can serve the living God. Are you serving in ministry right now out of a sense of
exhausting, guilt-driven obligation, or out of a joyful, liberated response to His
grace? (OT: Psalm 100:2 | NT: Romans 12:1)

5. Hebrews 8:13 warned that the earthly temple was "ready to vanish away," which
literally happened in 70 A.D. when Rome destroyed it. What specific religious
traditions or legalistic rules in your own life do you need to let "vanish away" so
you can worship in Spirit and truth? (OT: Jeremiah 3:16 | NT: John 4:21-24)



