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Hebrews 13 Part 1 

The Duty of Doctrine 
True doctrine always demands duty. It is terrifyingly easy to fill our notebooks with 
profound theological insights while our actual lives remain entirely untouched by the 
grace we claim to cherish. We love the theory of faith, but we often despise the grit 
of it. We prefer a faith that guarantees our salvation but makes no demands on our 
bank accounts, our marriages, or our compassion for the marginalized. What good 
is a robust theology of God’s providence if you are consumed by financial 
covetousness? Doctrine is not a collection of religious trivia to be memorized; it is 
the ultimate blueprint for human transformation. It is the chisel God uses to shatter 
our idols and reshape our affections. If the doctrine you claim to believe has not 
fundamentally altered how you love the unlovable, how you open your home, and 
how you manage your bank account, then you do not possess biblical doctrine—
you possess a deadly strain of religious apathy. True doctrine must inevitably 
produce duty. Because Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever, the 
absolute demand that our lives must match our lips remains unchanged.

Doctrinal Drive: What even is Doctrine? 
Biblical Doctrine is the revealed, objective truth of God’s nature, will, and redemptive 
work. However, in the biblical paradigm, Orthodoxy (right belief) must inextricably 
result in Orthopraxy (right living). Doctrine is the mechanism the Holy Spirit uses for 
practical sanctification. If theological knowledge does not produce a tangible, 
permanent heart change—manifesting as obedience, brotherly love, purity, and 
contentment—it is utterly worthless and serves only to condemn the hearer as a 
hypocrite (James 1:22).


Study Questions 
1. Hebrews chapters 11 and 12 lay a massive doctrinal foundation before chapter 

13 demands practical action. Why is attempting to live a moral Christian life 
without a foundation of deep, theological doctrine ultimately exhausting and 
impossible? (OT: Psalm 119:33-34 | NT: Romans 12:1-2)


2. Pastor Steve noted that "right teaching requires right living." How does a life of 
habitual, unrepentant sin entirely invalidate a person's claim to possess sound 
doctrine? (OT: Proverbs 28:9 | NT: 1 John 2:3-4)


3. If doctrine is intended to produce heart change, what does it reveal about our 
spiritual state if we can listen to powerful sermons week after week but remain 
deeply embittered, anxious, or covetous? (OT: Ezekiel 33:31-32 | NT: James 
1:22-24)


4. Lack of fellowship leads to a failure to recognize the needs of others. How does 
isolating yourself from the local church actively prevent you from fulfilling the 
theological command to bear one another's burdens? (OT: Proverbs 18:1 | NT: 
Galatians 6:2)


5. The first step to demonstrating brotherly love is often humility. What specific 
burden do you need to humble yourself and ask the Church to help you carry this 
week, allowing others to practice their theology on you? (OT: Proverbs 11:2 | NT: 
James 5:16)


