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Acts 25       

Chose your Battles  

7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 
2 Timothy 1:7 

	 Paul was the fearless warrior of God, though his warfare was not fought in the typical 
sense of the word. He saw the spiritual implications of his actions on a global spiritual 
battlefield. At the intersection of spiritual and physical Paul endured many hardships: beaten, 
whipped, shipwrecked, stoned, imprisoned, and left for dead, yet he endured through to the 
end.  In fact, in 2 Tim 4:6 he tells us “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and 
the time of my departure is at hand.”. He literally gave it his all, which begs the question, why 
aren’t we? Was Paul any different than you or me? Was he simply chosen to serve above and 
beyond while the rest of us are simply called to exist in our salvation? From prison, Paul wrote 
this to us, “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 
now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;” 
(Philippians 2:12) That said I don't think Paul would have advocated for a simple existence in 
the assurance of our own salvation, as there can be no reverence for our salvation, nor for the 
Lord, without devoted service. Instead, we are called to work out our salvation with fear and 
trembling. Simply put, we are to serve God with reverence, rather than only going to work and 
sitting in Church once a week.  However, in doing so, we will endure hardships. 


	 Paul’s key to enduring hardships was his confidence in his calling. He was sure that 
God had called him to his specific mission in Rome. Based on this confidence, that is the 
spoken, now written, word of God,  he was able to make sound decisions that would further 
him on the mission he was called to. In Acts 25 he could have simply gone to Jerusalem and 
been a martyr for Christ and done SOME good. But if he had, we would not have 7 of the 13 
books he wrote in the New Testament! By staying focused and enduring hardship he 
completed his mission and did the MOST good with his life rather than the least.


Read Acts 25 together. What are your initial thoughts? What stands out to you?  

Discussion Questions 
1. Are you afraid of anything? What can you do to demonstrate your fearlessness in 

expanding God’s Kingdom?


2. How is God’s Wrath the same in the Old Testament as it is in the new? How about today?


3. Why MUST we believe in a God that is capable of Wrath? How do we understand Holy 
Wrath VS Human Wrath?


4. How can you be sure of your calling? Why is this so important to biblical decision-making?


5. What is your process for determining if something is in God's will? How do you make 
Biblically informed decisions? 


