Proper Responses to Christmas
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ADVENT PART 1

We often approach Christmas with a mix of distraction, anxiety, or the spiritual
arrogance of thinking, "I already know this story." Yet, the message of the
Incarnation is living and powerful, demanding more than a passive nod to tradition.
To truly take ownership of this Advent season, we must recover a deep sense of
awe for the miraculous. From the physical miracle of the virgin birth to the spiritual
miracle of a submitted heart, Luke’s Gospel challenges us to stop viewing the world
through cynical, natural eyes. We must believe that the God who intervened in
history is the same wonder-working God active in us today, proving that "nothing is
impossible" for those who believe.

Our awe must lead to active rejoicing in why He came. Jesus arrived not just to be
celebrated, but to defeat our enemies—sin, death, and fear—and to give light to
those sitting in darkness. As Zacharias prophesied, we have been delivered from the
hand of our enemies so that we might serve Him without fear in holiness and
righteousness. This season, do not let the world's noise drown out the Savior's
victory. Challenge yourself to move beyond the superficial "icing" of the holidays
and feast on the truth: because He came, you are redeemed, the darkness is
conquered, and you have every reason to rejoice.

How can you intentionally approach the Christmas story this week to ensure it
becomes a fresh encounter with God rather than just a familiar routine?
(Philippians 3:1; Psalm 119:18)

Study Questions:

1. Pastor Steve defined a miracle as an event unexplainable by natural laws. Do you
live your daily life expecting God to intervene supernaturally, or have you
practically limited Him to what makes sense logically? (Jeremiah 32:17; Luke
1:37)

2. Zechariah doubted because he looked at his physical limitations (age), while Mary
believed the spiritual promise. In what area of your life are you focusing on the
"physical impossibilities" rather than the "spiritual reality" of God's power? (2
Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 11:1)

3. Mary’s submission ("Let it be to me according to your word") meant accepting
social stigma and hardship. Are you willing to submit to God's favor even if it
makes your life more difficult or misunderstood by others? (Luke 9:23; Romans
12:1)

4. We are called to walk in "holiness and righteousness" all our days. Is there a
specific habit or attitude you need to surrender this Advent to walk more closely
with the One who redeemed you? (1 Peter 1:15-16; Titus 2:11-12)

5. The sermon challenged us to "take ownership" of Advent. If you had to pick one
attribute of God from this text (His mercy, His power, His faithfulness) to anchor
your life on for the rest of the year, which would it be and why? (Psalm 103:2-5;
Lamentations 3:22-23)




