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Acts 4: 1-31
Acts 4 confronts us with a deeper question:
What happens when following Jesus brings resistance instead of applause?

Acts 4 shows us a church that refuses to be silent, a gospel that is vocal and strong, and believers who discover
that pressure doesn’t crush faith—it clarifies it.

Observation Number One
I. Opposition Does Not Stop the Gospel (Acts 4:1-4)

Imagine the scene, Peter and John, fishermen arrested for healing a man and preaching Jesus and the
resurrection. Why such a fuss?

Look at Acts 23:8.8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees
acknowledge them all.

The early historian Tacitus says this about those times... Tacitus continues: “In their very deaths they were
made the subjects of sport: for they were covered with the hides of wild beasts, and worried to death by dogs, or
nailed to crosses, or set fire to, and when the day waned, burned to serve for the evening lights.”

Yet it was during the reigns of Caligula and Nero, among others, that the early church thrived. It was during
these times of intense, unspeakable cruelty and persecution that the gospel message flourished.

Heb 11:33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions,

Heb 11:34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong,
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

Heb 11:35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance;
that they might obtain a better resurrection:

Heb 11:36 And others had trial of crue/ mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:

Heb 11:37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;

Heb 11:38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth.



® 4,476

Christians killed worldwide in faith-related attacks.

® 7,679

Attacks on churches, Christian schools + hospitals

® 55,000

Christians beaten or threatened

® 28,368

Attacks on Christian homes

® 380 Million

Christians faced high levels of persecution
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Truth: The gospel has never needed ideal conditions to grow. It grew under Pharaoh. It grew under Caesar. It
grew under communist regimes. And it still grows today. God’s Word is not fragile.

Opposition often comes after obedience, not before it.

Question to congregation:
Where has obedience to Christ created tension in your life?

Application: If you face resistance for your faith, it doesn’t mean God is losing—it may mean He’s working.
Observation Number 2

I1. Jesus Is Not One Option—He Is the Only Savior (Acts 4:5-12)

The disciples were aware of what could happen in Luke 12:11-12 (ESV)

11 And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about
how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour
what you ought to say.”

We need to let the Holy Spirit do what He is designed to do

Truth: Since Jesus really rose from the dead, then He isn’t just helpful—He’s Lord.

Application We must speak the truth with humility—but never with apology.

Observation Number Three.

I11. Boldness Comes from Being with Jesus (Acts 4:13)

“The world may question our credentials, but it cannot deny our courage when we’ve been with Jesus.”

“God’s power is most visible when ordinary people live with uncommon faith.”



“They couldn’t argue theology because they couldn’t deny transformation.”

Truth, you don’t need to know everything to speak about Jesus. You only need to know Him.
Application: If courage is lacking, the solution isn’t hype—it’s closeness.

Observation Number Four

IV. Obedience to God Over Approval of People (Acts 4:18-20)

It is like this: “Conviction speaks louder than commands to be quiet.” Peter and John had firm convictions. Not
preference. They knew the truth; The truth had set them free to communicate no matter the cost. They knew that
“When God speaks clearly, compromise is no longer an option.” You know how it is, right? You have sensed
God saying or revealing something to you, and you know without a shadow of doubt that you follow through.
Which leads to the question, is not ‘Is it safe?’but ‘Is it faithful?’ “Do 1 want to have my safety, or do I want to
be found faithful? “The early church chose courage over compliance.”

Truth: “This is not defiance—it is devotion. They don’t say, ‘We might speak.’ They say, ‘We cannot stop.’”
Key line: “When obedience to God becomes optional, the gospel becomes powerless.”

Silence is not neutrality. Silence is often surrender.

Application Courage is not being loud—it’s being faithful.

And observation Number five

V. The Church Prays for Boldness, Not Safety (Acts 4:23-31)

When Peter and John return, the church doesn’t panic. They don’t organize a protest. They don’t pray for
protection. They pray for boldness. Oddly, however, they didn t pray for the defeat of the evil forces, or for their
own safety, but rather for boldness and for the hand of God to heal and perform signs and wonders. “And when
they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered was shaken.”

Truth: God often changes the church before He changes the culture.
Application: What would happen if our prayers shifted from comfort to courage?
Application: When Jesus is central, generosity becomes natural.
Conclusion
Acts 4 reminds us:
e The message of the gospel is not quiet
e There is no replacing Jesus
e Courage flows from closeness
o Prayer fuels boldness

Final Challenge: If someone examined your life this week, would they say what the council said of Peter and
John?



