The Book of James: Faith in Trials
James 1:1-8
Key Truth

God uses trials to reveal our faith, produce endurance, and draw us to seek His wisdom.

I. The Transformation of James

James 1:1
e Fromunbeliever to servant
o From brother of Jesus to servant of Jesus
e From doubt to devotion

1 Corinthians 15:7

Main Idea:

A genuine encounter with Jesus changes everything.

Il. Trials Produce Endurance
James 1:2-4
"Countitalljoy..."
Trials:
o Testourfaith
e Produce endurance
¢ Reveal what we truly trust
¢ Mature us spiritually
Main Idea:

God does not waste our trials.

I1l. We Need God's Wisdom



James 1:5
"If any of you lacks wisdom..."
Wisdom is:

e Knowing what to do

e Supernatural guidance

e Freely given by God
God Gives:

¢ Generously

e Without reproach

¢ Tothose who ask
Main Idea:

Before running to the world, run to God.

IV. Trust God Without Doubting
James 1:6-8
Doubt Produces:

e Instability

e Confusion

¢ Double-mindedness
Faith Produces:

o Confidence

e Stability

o Endurance
Main Idea:

Wisdom and faith go together.



Questions for Reflection

e Whattrial are you facing right now?

e What has that trial revealed about your faith?

e Areyou seeking God's wisdom or relying on your own strength?

e How can you spend more time with God in His Word and prayer this week?

Memory Verse

"If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach,
and it will be given him."

James 1:5 (ESV)

Big Idea

Trials reveal our faith, endurance grows our faith, and wisdom sustains our faith.



