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3 John 1:1–8 (NIV)

The elder, 

To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth.

Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health 
and that all may go well with you, even as your soul 
is getting along well. It gave me great joy when some 
believers came and testified about your faithfulness to 
the truth, telling how you continue to walk in it. I have 
no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking 
in the truth.



Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for 
the brothers and sisters, even though they are strangers 
to you. They have told the church about your love. 
Please send them on their way in a manner that honors 
God. It was for the sake of the Name that they went 
out, receiving no help from the pagans. We ought 
therefore to show hospitality to such people so that 
we may work together for the truth.



Who are These Traveling Brothers & Sisters?

It was for the sake of the Name that they went out.
(3 John 1:7)



After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and 
sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and 
place where he was about to go. He told them, “… Go! 
I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not 
take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone 
on the road. When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace 
to this house.’ … Stay there, eating and drinking 
whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his 
wages. Do not move around from house to house. … 
Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom 
of God has come near to you.’ ”                (Luke 10:1–8)



Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets 
and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod 
the tetrarch) and Saul. While they were worshiping the 
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed 
their hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:1–3)



Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for 
the brothers and sisters, even though they are strangers 
to you.

(3 John 1:5)

Who are These Traveling Brothers & Sisters?



Titus 3:13 Do everything you can to help Zenas the 
lawyer and Apollos on their way and see that they have 
everything they need. 

Rom. 16:1–2 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a 
deacon of the church in Cenchreae. I ask you to receive 
her in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to 
give her any help she may need from you, for she has 
been the benefactor of many people, including me.



What Do They Need?

We ought therefore to show hospitality to such people.

(3 John 1:8)





Les Misérables
Master of the house, keeper of the zoo
Ready to relieve ’em of a sou or two
Watering the wine, making up the weight
Pickin’ up their knick-knacks when they 

can’t see straight
Everybody loves a landlord
Everybody’s bosom friend
I do whatever pleases
But won’t I bleed ’em in the end!





What Do They Need?

Please send them on their way in a manner that honors 
God. It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, 
receiving no help from the pagans.

(3 John 1:6–7)



I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at 
last you renewed your concern for 
me. …not one church shared with 
me in the matter of giving and 
receiving, except you only; for even 
when I was in Thessalonica, you 
sent me aid more than once when I 
was in need. … I am amply supplied, 
now that I have received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. 

(Phil. 4:10–19)



Dear friend, … They have told the church about your love. 

(3 John 1:5–6)

What Do They Need?



You know that everyone in the province of Asia has 
deserted me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes.

May the Lord show mercy to the household of 
Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was 
not ashamed of my chains. On the contrary, when he 
was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found 
me. May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the 
Lord on that day! You know very well in how many ways 
he helped me in Ephesus. (2 Tim. 1:15–18)



We ought therefore to show hospitality to such people 
so that we may work together for the truth.

(3 John 1:8)

What Do They Need?





The Heart of Hospitality

Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for 
the brothers and sisters, even though they are strangers 
to you. They have told the church about your love. 
Please send them on their way in a manner that honors 
God. It was for the sake of the Name that they went 
out, receiving no help from the pagans. We ought 
therefore to show hospitality to such people so that 
we may work together for the truth.



I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at 
last you renewed your concern for 
me. …Yet it was good of you to share 
in my troubles. … They are a fragrant 
offering, an acceptable sacrifice, 
pleasing to God. And my God will 
meet all your needs according to the 
riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. 

(Phil. 4:10–19)
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Be faithful in 
what you are 
doing for 
them

Love them

Show 
hospitality

Send them on 
their way in a 
manner that 
honors God

Work together 
for the Truth



Adopt a missionary

Pray for them & their 
field

Support financially

Be faithful



Adopt a 
missionary

Pray for 
them &
their field

Support 
financially

Be faithful

Send real 
mail

Go visit

Encourage

Be a friend

How can I 
help?



I thank my God every time I remember you. In all 
my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now.                                  (Phil. 1:3–5)


