


After the crucifixion, Jesus’ body was hastily placed in a tomb on 
Friday afternoon. There was no time to properly prepare the body  
for burial with spices and ointments according to Jewish customs.  
No work could be done on the Sabbath (Saturday), so that task had  
to wait until Sunday. The next day, on the Sabbath, the leading priests 
and Pharisees went to see Pilate. They told him, “Sir, we remember 
what that deceiver once said while he was still alive: ‘After three days  
I will rise from the dead.’ So we request that you seal the tomb until 
the third day. This will prevent his disciples from coming and stealing 
his body and then telling everyone he was raised from the dead!  
If that happens, we’ll be worse off than we were at first.” Pilate 
replied, “Take guards and secure it the best you can.”  So they sealed 
the stone that covered the tomb and posted guards to protect it. 







Early Sunday morning, there was a violent earthquake, for an  
angel of the Lord came down from heaven and rolled back the stone.   
The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like 
dead men.  Some of the guards went into the city and told the 
leading priests what had happened. A meeting with the elders was 
called, and they decided to give the soldiers a large bribe.  They told 
the soldiers, “You must say, ‘Jesus’ disciples came during the night 
while we were sleeping, and they stole his body.’  If the governor 
hears about it, we’ll stand up for you so you won’t get in trouble.”  
So the guards accepted the bribe and said what they were told to say. 
Their story spread widely among the Jews, and they still tell it today.   





Mary Magdalene and several other women went to the tomb with 
the spices they had prepared. When the women arrived, they found 
the tomb had been opened already. When they went in, they did not 
find Jesus’ body, and they wondered what had happened.  Suddenly, 
two angels in dazzling white clothes were there. The women were 
terrified, but the angels said to them, “Why do you look for the living 
among the dead? He is not here; He has risen! Remember how He 
told you that He would be turned over to sinful men, be crucified, 
and rise again on the third day!”  





The women ran back to tell Jesus’ disciples what they had seen. 
They did not believe the women because their story seemed like 
nonsense to them.  But Peter and John ran to the tomb to see for 
themselves. They looked in and saw the linen cloths that Jesus’ 
body had been wrapped in but nothing else. Then they went back  
to where they and the other disciples were staying. 





Mary Magdalene stayed outside the tomb crying. Suddenly she saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not recognize Him at first. Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?”  
Mary thought He must be the gardener and said, “Sir, if you have 
taken Him away, tell me where, and I will take Him!”  
 
Jesus said, “Mary!” Then she recognized Him and exclaimed, “Master!” 
 
Jesus said, “Don’t hold on to me, because I have not yet returned  
to the Father.  But go to my disciples and tell them, ‘I am ascending  
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ 
Then Mary Magdalene went and said to the disciples, “I have seen  
the Lord!”, and she told them everything that had happened. 
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Later that same Sunday, two of Jesus’ disciples, Cleopas [KLEE uh pas] 
and another man, were walking along the road to a village called 
Emmaus [em MAY us], which was about seven miles (11 km) from 
Jerusalem.  All day they had been talking and wondering about all  
the things that had happened. Suddenly, Jesus was there with them, 
but they did not recognize Him. “What are you talking about as you 
walk along?” He asked. The two disciples looked sad. Cleopas asked, 
“Are you the only one in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that 
have happened there in the last few days?” “What things?” Jesus 
asked. “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a great prophet 
before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 
handed Him over to be crucified.”   
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“We had hoped that He was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides, it is now the third day since all of this happened. And now, 
some women of our group amazed us. They went to His tomb early 
this morning, but they did not find His body there. They came back 
and told us that they had seen angels there who said He was alive. 
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just  
as the women said, but they did not see Jesus.”  Then Jesus said to 
them, “Oh you are so foolish, and slow of heart to believe in all that 
the prophets have spoken! Wasn’t it necessary for Christ to suffer 
those things and enter into His glory?”  



As they came near the village of Emmaus, the two disciples said to 
Jesus, “Stay with us, because it is late and the day is now nearly over.” 
So Jesus went in to stay with them. As they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it to them. Suddenly they 
recognized Him as Jesus, and He vanished from their sight.   
The two disciples quickly returned to Jerusalem and found the  
eleven apostles and some of Jesus’ other followers gathered together.  
Then the two disciples told everything that had happened on the road 
to Emmaus. Then Jesus took them through the writings of Moses  
and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.  
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That same Sunday evening most of the apostles were together.  
They had locked themselves in a room in fear that the religious  
leaders would want them crucified next. Suddenly, Jesus was there 
among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” Jesus showed them the 
wounds from crucifixion in his side and hands. The apostles were 
overjoyed to see Jesus alive again. Jesus said again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
 
The apostle Thomas was not with the others when Jesus appeared to 
them. So the others told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But Thomas 
said, “Unless I see the nail marks in His hands, and put my finger in the 
nail holes and my hand in the wound in His side, I will not believe it.” 
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