
James 2:14–26 
 
 

“The three little pigs’ campfire” 
 
 



 

JAMES 2:14–26 
 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to  
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a 
brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does 
nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same 
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith  
by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the 
demons believe that—and shudder. 



20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds 
is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for 
what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see 
that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith  
was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled 
that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that  
a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by  
faith alone. 
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered 
righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and 
sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
 



 

JAMES 2:14–17 
 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?  



 

Ephesians 2:8–10b 
 

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
 



 

Ephesians 2:8–10b 
 

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
 
: Faith is a decision.  Works are actions based on this decision. 



 

JAMES 2:14–17 
 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?  



 
 

Matthew 16:27 
 

27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his 
angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they 
have done. 



 

JAMES 2:14–17 
 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a 
brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does 
nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same 
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 



 

1 Corinthians 3:10b–15 
 

But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any 
foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  
12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, 
wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because 
the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire 
will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built 
survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the 
builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as 
one escaping through the flames. 





James 2:14–17 
 
 

: Am I building for His Kingdom? 
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: What materials am I using? 
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: Am I building for His Kingdom? 
 

: What materials am I using? 
 

: Is my building useful / of value?  
 



James 2:14–17 
 
 

: Am I building for His Kingdom? 
 

: What materials am I using? 
 

: Is my building useful / of value?  
 

: How can I accurately assess? 



 

JAMES 2:18–19 
 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith  
by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the 
demons believe that—and shudder. 









James 2:18–19 
 
 

: My deeds testify to my faith. 
 
 



James 2:18–19 
 
 

: My deeds testify to my faith. 
 

: Faith without works is not absent,  
false or fake, … just useless. 

 



James 2:18–19 
 
 

: My deeds testify to my faith. 
 

: Faith without works is not absent,  
false or fake, … just useless. 

 
: Am I fanning or flooding the coals of faith? 

 



 

JAMES 2:20–24 
 

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds 
is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for 
what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see 
that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith  
was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled 
that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that  
a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by 
 faith alone. 



James 2:20–24 
 
 

: Deeds are the evidence, NOT the energy of faith. 
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: Deeds are the evidence, NOT the energy of faith. 
 

: Faith is the force behind the deed. 
 
 



James 2:20–24 
 
 

: Deeds are the evidence, NOT the energy of faith. 
 

: Faith is the force behind the deed. 
 

:What energizes my life? 
 
 



 

JAMES 2:25–26 
 

25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered 
righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and 
sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 



James 2:25–26 
 
 

: Flimsy faith is dead … so are faithless works. 
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: Flimsy faith is dead … so are faithless works. 
 

: Abundant life = faithful, sacrificial work.  
 
 



James 2:25–26 
 
 

: Flimsy faith is dead … so are faithless works. 
 

: Abundant life = faithful, sacrificial work.  
 

: How am I giving out of abundance? 
 
 


