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Jesus uses Parables to Teach 
 

• 35 Parables in the Gospels  
• Luke = 22; John = 0; Mark = 5 
 

• Only 3 Parables are repeated in all 3 accounts 
• Sower/Seeds; Mustard Seed; Wicked Vine Growers 
 

• Some with explanations (various depth)  
• Some without explanations 



Mark 4:1–2a 
 
1 Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered 
around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on 
the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water’s 
edge. 2 He taught them many things by parables,  



Mark 4:10–12; 33-34 
 
10 When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked 
him about the parables. 11 He told them, “The secret of the kingdom 
of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything 
is said in parables 12 so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but never 
perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise 
they might turn and be forgiven!’” 
 
33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much 
as they could understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without 
using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he 
explained everything. 



Mark 4:3–9 
 
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering 
the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang 
up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, 
the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 
root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 
plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell on good 
soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, 
some sixty, some a hundred times.” 
 



Mark 4:13–20 
 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How 
then will you understand any parable? 14 The farmer sows the word. 
15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. 
As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that 
was sown in them. 16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the 
word and at once receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, 
they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, they quickly fall away.  



 
18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but  
the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires  
for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 
20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and 
produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what 
was sown.” 
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Seed & Soil: Mark 4:3–20 
• Observe: 

• Understand?; farmer; seeds; types of soil; growing/produce 

• Meaning: 
• Seed=Gospel; People’s Hearts=Soil; Plant=Saving/Maturing 

Faith; Growth/Fruit Bearing=evangelism/discipleship; Enemies 
• Big story / Big picture; Enemies=Satan, World’s cares; Hear, 

Receive, Accept, Reproduce 

• Apply: 
• How would I describe my soil (heart condition) – receptive? 
• How am I reproducing (accepting, integrating) the Word? 
• How am I dealing with the enemies? Fighting for others? 
• What are my expectations on – other people’s hearts? 



Mark 4:21–23 
 
21 He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a 
bed? Instead, don’t you put it on its stand? 22 For whatever is hidden 
is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be 
brought out into the open. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let them 
hear.” 
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Lamp: Mark 4:21–23 
• Observe: 

• You; Lamp; Bowl; Bed; Stand; Hidden; Disclosed 

• Meaning: 
• You=Believer; Lamp=Gospel;  
• Hiding Places=denial/disobedience/immaturity; 

Disclosed/Open= Testimony/Ambassadorship/Zeal etc. 
• Jesus is the Light of the World – Crucifixion/Bible=OPEN 
• Have ears?-HEAR= hear,listen,receive,understand!  

• Apply: 
• How am I concealing my testimony/ the Gospel from others? 
• How am I living out my ambassadorship in my “spheres”? 
• Am I REALLY hearing? Am I REALLY bearing my cross daily? 



Mark 4:21–25 
 
21 He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a 
bed? Instead, don’t you put it on its stand? 22 For whatever is hidden 
is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be 
brought out into the open. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let them 
hear.”  

24 “Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you—and even more. 
25 Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even 
what they have will be taken from them.” 
 
 



Mark 4:26–29 
 
26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 
scatters seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or 
gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 
28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, 
then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts 
the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 
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Sower: Mark 4:26–29 
• Observe: 

• Man; Scatters; Seed; Soil; Growth Process; Sickle; Harvest 

• Meaning: 
• Help, Jesus!  I have to figure out the meaning! 
• Man=God/Believers; Seed=Gospel; Soil=People’s Hearts; 

Growth Process=hear, listen, receive; Sickle=Holy Spirit; 
Harvest=Confession of Faith 

• God initiates, grows and harvests people into the Kingdom 
• Believers participate with limited understanding!  

• Apply: 
• How am I engaged in His Kingdom work? 
• Am I trusting His process or am I trying to control it? 



Mark 4:30–32 
 
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or 
what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, 
which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it 
grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big 
branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 
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Mustard Seed: Mark 4:30–32 
• Observe: 

• Kingdom Likeness; Mustard Seed; Smallest; Largest; Branches 
for Birds 

• Meaning: 
• Help, Jesus!  I have to figure out the meaning! 
• Mustard Seed=Kingdom; Smallest= 1 Man/1 Message/12 

Disciples; Largest= Church up to now/Church eternal; 
Branches/Birds= BIG plant – enough room for Gentiles! 

• Apply: 
• How am I living out the truth of this Big Story, Truth & Hope? 
• Do my attitudes, actions & decisions align with eternity? 
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Concluding Applications: Mark 4:1–32 
• Par - Ables: 

• They teach us about God’s Kingdom principles, expectations, 
standards – helping us understand what’s PAR for His Course! 

• God provides Jesus / The Word to teach us Everything about 
being an ABLE servant in His Kingdom! 

• I need Help: 
• God provided Jesus / The Word and Jesus provided the Holy 

Spirit/The Helper to help us understand: Jn. 14:26; Eph. 3:4–6 

• We need Each Other: 
• We need teachers, encouragers, prayer support, forgivers, 

compassionate & empathetic siblings to help us as we apply 
Kingdom principles in the context of our lives! 


