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Joel 1:1–3

The word of the LORD that came to Joel, the son of 
Pethuel:

Hear this, you elders; give ear, all inhabitants of the 
land!

Has such a thing happened in your days, or in the days 
of your fathers?

Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their 
children, and their children to another generation.
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Joel 1:4–5

What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has 
eaten. What the swarming locust left, the hopping 
locust has eaten, and what the hopping locust left,     
the destroying locust has eaten.

Awake, you drunkards, and weep, and wail, all you 
drinkers of wine, because of the sweet wine, for it is 
cut off from your mouth.
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Joel 1:6–7

For a nation has come up against my land, powerful 
and beyond number; its teeth are lions’ teeth, and it 
has the fangs of a lioness.

It has laid waste my vine and splintered my fig tree;
it has stripped off their bark and thrown it down;     
their branches are made white.
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Joel 2:12–14

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 
“return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and 
with mourning; and rend your 
hearts and not your garments.”

Return to the LORD your God, for 
he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love; and he relents over disaster.

Who knows whether he will not 
turn and relent, and leave a blessing 
behind him, a grain offering and a 
drink offering for the LORD your 
God?
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Joel 1:8–10

Lament like a virgin wearing sackcloth for the 
bridegroom of her youth.

The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off    
from the house of the LORD. The priests mourn, the 
ministers of the LORD.

The fields are destroyed, the ground mourns, because 
the grain is destroyed, the wine dries up, the oil 
languishes.
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Joel 1:11–12

Be ashamed, O tillers of the soil; wail, O vinedressers, 
for the wheat and the barley, because the harvest of 
the field has perished.

The vine dries up; the fig tree languishes. 
Pomegranate, palm, and apple, all the trees of the 
field are dried up, and gladness dries up from the 
children of man.
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Deuteronomy 11:10–12

For the land that you are entering to take possession 
of it is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have 
come, where you sowed your seed and irrigated it, 
like a garden of vegetables. But the land that you are 
going over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, 
which drinks water by the rain from heaven, a land 
that the LORD your God cares for. The eyes of the LORD

your God are always upon it, from the beginning of 
the year to the end of the year.



Deuteronomy 11:13–15

And if you will indeed obey my commandments that 
I command you today, to love the LORD your God, and 
to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, 
He will give the rain for your land in its season, the 
early rain and the later rain, that you may gather in 
your grain and your wine and your oil. And he will 
give grass in your fields for your livestock, and you 
shall eat and be full…



Deuteronomy 11:16–17

Take care lest your heart be deceived, and you turn 
aside and serve other gods and worship them; then 
the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, 
and he will shut up the heavens, so that there will be 
no rain, and the land will yield no fruit, and you will 
perish quickly off the good land that the LORD is 
giving you.



Is God now uniquely punishing His people?

• It is possible that God in His wrath is making an 
example of Israel in the sight of the nations…

But
• It is also possible that He is simply removing 
the hedge of protection that He had 
conditionally promised… making them like the 
nations… as they had requested.
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Joel 1:13–14

Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests; wail, 
O ministers of the altar. Go in, pass the night in 
sackcloth, O ministers of my God!
Because grain offering and drink offering are withheld 
from the house of your God.

Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. Gather the 
elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the house 
of the LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD.
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Joel 1:15–17

Alas for the day!
For the day of the LORD is near, and as destruction 
from the Almighty it comes.

Is not the food cut off before our eyes, joy and 
gladness from the house of our God? 
The seed shrivels under the clods; the storehouses 
are desolate; the granaries are torn down because 
the grain has dried up.
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Joel 1:18–20

How the beasts groan! The herds of cattle are 
perplexed because there is no pasture for them;    
even the flocks of sheep suffer.

To you, O LORD, I call. For fire has devoured the 
pastures of the wilderness, and flame has burned 
all the trees of the field.

Even the beasts of the field pant for you because the 
water brooks are dried up, and fire has devoured the 
pastures of the wilderness.
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Joel 2:12–14

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 
“return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and 
with mourning; and rend your 
hearts and not your garments.”

Return to the LORD your God, for 
he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love; and he relents over disaster.

Who knows whether he will not 
turn and relent, and leave a blessing 
behind him, a grain offering and a 
drink offering for the LORD your 
God?
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What should Israel understand?

• Disasters in our lives are indicators of the 
tragedy of sin. 

• Every tragedy is an occasion to turn to God.

• Ultimate judgment and salvation is found 
in the Day of the Lord

• God does provide protection today based 
upon His promises.



How does Joel speak to 
Christians today?



Consider these thoughts:
• We still experience tragedy and want to 
know why.

• Tragedy is still a consequence of sin.

• Our hope is in the Lord and His coming day.

• Our “safe place” is not in a certain land but 
“in Christ” who sometimes calls us to 
endurance rather than deliverance. 



Where is grace for the people of God?

Titus 2:11–13 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 
present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ.


