
1 Timothy 3:1–7; 5:9–10



Keep on loving one another as brothers and 
sisters. Do not forget to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so doing some people have 
shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 
Continue to remember those in prison as if you 
were together with them in prison, and those 
who are mistreated as if you yourselves were 
suffering. (Hebrews 13:1–3)



• Abraham’s 
example

• Rooted in 
God’s love of 
strangers

• Grouped with 
brotherly love



Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires 
to be an overseer desires a noble task. Now the 
overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, 
temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent 
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 
He must manage his own family well and see that his 
children obey him, and he must do so in a manner 
worthy of full respect. (If anyone does not know how 
to manage his own family, how can he take care of 
God’s church?)



He must not be a recent convert, or he may become 
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the 
devil. He must also have a good reputation with 
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and 
into the devil’s trap. (1 Timothy 3:1–7)



No widow may be put on the list of widows unless 
she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband, 
and is well known for her good deeds, such as 
bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing 
the feet of the Lord’s people, helping those in 
trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good 
deeds. (1 Timothy 5:9–10)



•Hospitality is part of a balanced set of contrasting 
virtues.

• It is expressed in the common, humble kindnesses 
appreciated today and in our homes and shared 
meals. 

• It is modeled by older saints and learned by all.



•Personal – sober-minded; self-controlled (not a 
drunkard, not money-hungry); respectable; 
humble
•Family – faithful to spouse; influential parent
•Others – gentle (not violent, quarrelsome); helpful 

to needy
•Outsiders – hospitality, good reputation
•Skills – teacher, manager





“Washing the feet of the Lord’s people” (1 Tim. 5:10)

Common Need



Then turning toward the woman 
he said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house; you 
gave me no water for my feet, but 
she has wet my feet with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair. You 
gave me no kiss, but from the time 
I came in she has not ceased to 
kiss my feet. You did not anoint my 
head with oil, but she has anointed 
my feet with ointment.” 

(Luke 7:44-46)







Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy 
our brother, to Philemon our dear friend and 
fellow worker—also to Apphia our sister and 
Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the 
church that meets in your home. 

(Philemon 1:1–2)





Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what 
is good. Be devoted to one another in love. Honor 
one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in 
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality. (Romans 12:9–13)



Now the overseer is to be above reproach, hospitable, 
having a good reputation with outsiders.
A widow who is well known for her good deeds, 
showing hospitality.                                       (1 Tim. 3, 5)

But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use 
have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

(Heb. 5:14)



Christ Washing the Apostles’ Feet – Dirck van Baburen, 1616



•Pursue a balanced Christian life – Reach upward to 
God, inward to your Christian family, and outward 
to others. 

•Start with simple things – common courtesies, 
open homes, shared meals. Extend yourself from 
there as the Spirit leads.

•Older saints, plan for “+1” and be an example.


