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What kind of 
priest? 
Fr Lawrence Lew, O.P., 

https://www.flickr.com/photos

/paullew/9383027583/ 



What kind of priest? 
Saint-Petersburg Theological Academy, 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/spbpda/13325622894 



What kind of 
priest? 
Nandakumar Subramaniam, 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nanda_uforians/43240343

49 



What kind of priest? 

A mallet used to 
kill fish caught 
when angling. 





What does it mean  
for all believers to be 
holy priests, to belong 
to a royal priesthood? 



1 Peter 2:4–10 (1 of 4) 

You are coming to Christ, who is the living 
cornerstone of God’s temple. He was rejected by 
people, but he was chosen by God for great honor. 

And you are living stones that God is building into 
his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his holy 
priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, 
you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God.  
As the Scriptures say,  



1 Peter 2:4–10 (2 of 4) 

“I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem chosen 
for great honor, and anyone who trusts in him will 
never be disgraced.” 

Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God 
has given him. But for those who reject him, 

“The stone that the builders rejected has now 
become the cornerstone.” 



1 Peter 2:4–10 (3 of 4) 

And, “He is the stone that makes people stumble, 
the rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they do not obey God’s 
word, and so they meet the fate that was planned 
for them. 



1 Peter 2:4–10 (4 of 4) 

But you are not like that, for you are a chosen 
people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s 
very own possession. As a result, you can show 
others the goodness of God, for he called you out of 
the darkness into his wonderful light. 

“Once you had no identity as a people; now you 
are God’s people. Once you received no mercy; now 
you have received God’s mercy.” 



1 Peter 2:4–10 

As a result, you can show others the 
goodness of God. 

1)What’s more, you are 
his holy priests. 

Through the mediation 
of Jesus Christ, you offer 
spiritual sacrifices that 

please God. 
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that God is building into 

his spiritual temple. 
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Christ, who is the living 
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You are a chosen people. 
You are royal priests, a 
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God called you out of the 
darkness into his 
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Hebrews 7:11–19 (1 of 3) 

Now if perfection had been attainable through  
the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people 
received the law), what further need would there 
have been for another priest to arise after the 
order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after 
the order of Aaron? For when there is a change in 
the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in 
the law as well. For the one of whom these things 
are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which 
no one has ever served at the altar.  



Hebrews 7:11–19 (2 of 3) 

For it is evident that our Lord was descended from 
Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses 
said nothing about priests. 

This becomes even more evident when another 
priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, who 
has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal 
requirement concerning bodily descent, but by the 
power of an indestructible life. For it is witnessed 
of him, “You are a priest forever, after the order  
of Melchizedek.” 



Hebrews 7:11–19 (3 of 3) 

For on the one hand, a former commandment is 
set aside because of its weakness and uselessness 
(for the law made nothing perfect); but on the 
other hand, a better hope is introduced, through 
which we draw near to God. 



Hebrews 7:11–19 

A better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God. 
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Hebrews 10:19–25 (1 of 2)  

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to 
enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the 
new and living way that he opened for us through 
the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since 
we have a great priest over the house of God, let 
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance  
of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an 
evil conscience and our bodies washed with  
pure water.  



Hebrews 10:19–25  (2 of 2)  

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let 
us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 



Hebrews 10:19–25  

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast 

the confession of our hope without wavering. And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another. 
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Hebrews 13:10–16 (1 of 2) 

We have an altar from which those who 
serve the tent have no right to eat. For the 
bodies of those animals whose blood is 
brought into the holy places by the high 
priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned 
outside the camp. So Jesus also suffered 
outside the gate in order to sanctify the 
people through his own blood.  



Hebrews 13:10–16 (2 of 2) 

Therefore let us go to him outside the camp 
and bear the reproach he endured. For here 
we have no lasting city, but we seek the city 
that is to come. Through him then let us 
continually offer up a sacrifice of praise  
to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowl- 
edge his name. Do not neglect to do good and 
to share what you have, for such sacrifices 
are pleasing to God. 
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Romans 12:1–2 (1 of 1) 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper worship. 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 
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I urge you, brothers and sisters, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. Do not conform to the pattern of 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

You will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. 

This is your true and proper 
worship. 

In view of God’s mercy... 



Romans 12:1–2 

I urge you, brothers and sisters, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. Do not conform to the pattern of 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

You will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. 

This is your true and proper 
worship. 

In view of God’s mercy... 



Romans 12:3–6 (1 of 2) 

For by the grace given me I say to every one of 
you: Do not think of yourself more highly than  
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober 
judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 
distributed to each of you. For just as each of us 
has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function, so in 
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. 



Romans 12:3–6 (2 of 2) 

We have different gifts, according to the grace 
given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, 
then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it 
is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 
if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it 
is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it 
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
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Romans 15:14–16 (1 of 1) 

I myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters, 
that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 
with knowledge and competent to instruct one 
another. Yet I have written you quite boldly on 
some points to remind you of them again, because 
of the grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ 
Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the priestly 
duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the 
Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to 
God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
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Familiar but fundamentally different: 

Levitical Priesthood 

• Law of Moses 

• Served at Temple 

• Ancestry, sex, age 

• Middlemen 

• Symbolic Sacrifice 

• No Mixing Priest with King 

Priesthood under Christ 

• Better Hope in Christ 

• Stones of a New Temple 

• Faith in Christ 

• Full Access 

• Living Sacrifice 

• Reign with Christ 



Up 

In Out 



Priesthood: Up 
• God’s Work – A better 
hope is introduced: 
 God chose us for the 

priesthood 

 Jesus established and now 
mediates the priesthood as 
High Priest 

 Jesus split the curtain and 
gave us access to the 
throne of Grace 

• Our Response: 
 Draw near to God 

 Hold fast the confession of 
our hope 

 Offer the sacrifices of  

 our bodies,  

 our praise, and  

 our proclamation of His name 



Priesthood: In 
• In Christ we, though many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others. 

• If your gift is _______, then _______. 

• Meet together. 

• Encourage one another. 

• Stir up one another to love and good works. 

• In suffering, do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have. 



Priesthood: Out 
•Show others the goodness of God 

•Proclaim the gospel of God 



Priesthood 
•Chosen 

•Given access 

•Draw near 

•Hold fast 

•Offer sacrifices 

•Made one 

•Gifted 

•Show 

•Tell 



Is it really the 
priesthood of 
ALL believers? 



You are a 
priest. 



Attendance is not a 
spiritual gift. 



Jesus Christ: High Priest / Cornerstone / Head of the Body 
Rebecca Siegel, https://www.flickr.com/photos/grongar/4965313785/in/album-72157624895632786/ 



Us: Holy Priests / Living Stones / Members of the Body 
Rebecca Siegel, https://www.flickr.com/photos/grongar/4965391597/ 



Find your function. 
Do it. 




