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Temporal Gifts, Rewards, Treasures

• Gifts:  sometimes earned, sometimes not earned, sometimes
leading to treasures. 

• Rewards:  mostly earned; mostly controlled and distributed by 
others but sometimes by self. 

• Treasures:  can be acquired and stored (gifts, rewards, earnings) 

Gifts/Rewards/Treasures are HIGHLY personal with time and 
situational sensitivity.  Money (earned, gifted or rewarded) is a 
significant commodity … can be exchanged for any reward or treasure.
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Types of Temporal Treasures

• STUFF:  any “thing” – material/digital/organic that money can buy

• ESTEEM:  any “thing” – people/culture/activity transmitting value

• LOSS: any “thing” – that defines/shapes/occupies/values me

• FAMILY/FRIENDS: any “one” – that intimately connects to me

Temporal treasures are focused on S.E.L.F.; self-image, self-talk, 
self-fulfillment, self-security are perspectives of our hearts 
(the true center of self).
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Temporal Treasures Toppled

• MOTH:  Disintegrating natural forces like animals, weather, gravity 
(tree limbs falling), etc.  

• RUST:  Time:  2nd law of thermodynamics:  entropy (things break  
down) always increases over time.

• THIEVES:  Someone or some people will take (steal, buy, inherit, 
cause accidents) our treasures.
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Heavenly Gifts, Rewards, Treasures

• Gifts:  not earned but sovereignly distributed by God … potentially 
leading to rewards. 

• Rewards:  Spiritually acquired; controlled and distributed by God. 

• Treasures:  Spiritually acquired and stored (reward chest) by God.

Gifts/Rewards/Treasures are HIGHLY personal with time       
situational/contextual sensitivity.  



2 Cor. 4:6-7

For God, who said “Let light shine out of darkness,” is the one who 
shined in our hearts to give us the light of the glorious knowledge 
of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, 
so that the extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come 
from us.



Matt. 5:46; 6:3-6
For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? 
Even the tax collectors do the same, don’t they? 

But when you do your giving, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that your gift may be in secret. And your 
Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.  

“Whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, because they 
love to pray while standing in synagogues and on street corners so 
that people can see them. Truly I say to you, they have their reward. 
But whenever you pray, go into your room, close the door, and pray 
to your Father in secret. And your Father, who sees in secret, 
will reward you. 
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Rewards = faith and knowledge:  Heb. 11:6; Col. 2:2-3

Now without faith it is impossible to please him, for the one who 
approaches God must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those who seek him.

My goal is that their hearts, having been knit together in love, may 
be encouraged, and that they may have all the riches that assurance 
brings in their understanding of the knowledge of the mystery of 
God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. 



Rewards = attitudes & actions:



Rewards = attitudes & actions:  Col. 3:23-24 

Whatever you are doing, work at it with enthusiasm, as to the Lord 
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Rewards = attitudes & actions:  Col. 3:23-24; 1 Cor. 3:8 

Whatever you are doing, work at it with enthusiasm, as to the Lord 
and not for people, because you know that you will receive your 
inheritance from the Lord as the reward. Serve the Lord Christ.

The one who plants and the one who waters work as one, but each 
will receive his reward according to his work.



Matt. 6:22-23

The eye is the lamp of the body. If then your eye is healthy, your 
whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is diseased, your 
whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!



Matt. 6:24

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and money.



1 Tim. 6:9-10

Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into 
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.
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Command those who are rich in this world’s goods not to be haughty 
or to set their hope on riches, which are uncertain, but on God who 
richly provides us with all things for our enjoyment. Tell them to do 
good, to be rich in good deeds, to be generous givers, sharing with 
others. In this way they will save up a treasure for themselves as a 
firm foundation for the future and so lay hold of what is truly life.
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1 Thess. 4:11-12

… make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your 
own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, so that 
your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will 
not be dependent on anybody.



Righteous Reflecting on Rewards – Matt. 6:19-24

• What am I “holding on to” too tightly? 



Righteous Reflecting on Rewards – Matt. 6:19-24

• What am I “holding on to” too tightly? 
• What are my ambitions or goals in life?



Righteous Reflecting on Rewards – Matt. 6:19-24

• What am I “holding on to” too tightly? 
• What are my ambitions or goals in life?
• Where am I spending most of my time?



Righteous Reflecting on Rewards – Matt. 6:19-24

• What am I “holding on to” too tightly? 
• What are my ambitions or goals in life?
• Where am I spending most of my time?
• If (BLANK) was taken from me, would I be devastated?



Righteous Reflecting on Rewards – Matt. 6:19-24

• What am I “holding on to” too tightly? 
• What are my ambitions or goals in life?
• Where am I spending most of my time?
• If (BLANK) was taken from me, would I be devastated?
• What is the most significant source of my self-esteem?



Righteous Reflecting on Rewards – Matt. 6:19-24

• What am I “holding on to” too tightly? 
• What are my ambitions or goals in life?
• Where am I spending most of my time?
• If (BLANK) was taken from me, would I be devastated?
• What is the most significant source of my self-esteem?
• What is the most significant source of my security?



Righteous Reflecting on Rewards – Matt. 6:19-24

• What am I “holding on to” too tightly? 
• What are my ambitions or goals in life?
• Where am I spending most of my time?
• If (BLANK) was taken from me, would I be devastated?
• What is the most significant source of my self-esteem?
• What is the most significant source of my security?
• How can I encourage others in their distribution and 

stewardship endeavors?










